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Dear Families, 
 
Year 1 and 2 had an exciting time on       
Thursday sharing their homework tasks with 
each other. I was delighted to see the range 
of their projects from Lego volcanoes to   
dinosaur hats, fantasy maps, photos of them 
exploring Cogges Farm and interviewing local 
residents.  Hearing the children discuss their 
work and explain how they overcame      
challenges demonstrated just how             
resourceful they are.  I can tell they have had      
enormous support from home and thank you 
for your involvement. 
 
Our fabulous Music Festival drew to a       
conclusion on Thursday with Ali, a member 
of the Witney Town Band, demonstrating 
some of the instruments that she plays.  The      
festival has been a huge success and I need 
to express, on behalf of all the children and 
staff at St. Mary’s, our thanks to Kate       
Pengelly, a parent and governor, for          
organising such a wonderful two weeks of 
music.  We hope it has inspired your child to 
develop their musical talents.   
 
I wish you all a safe, happy and relaxing half 
term holiday and look forward to greeting 
you again on Monday 30th October.  
 
With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Harvest Festival                                                                                                                             
The children sang beautifully at our service on Wednesday which we hope you enjoyed.  Thank you very much for the 

generous donations of produce which will be distributed within the community via the Besom Charity.                           
Rev. Ross Meikle is part of the Besom team and they support those in financial difficulty as well as homeless people 

across West Oxfordshire.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Reception                                             
We had a fantastic time when Mr. 
Lovell came to visit Reception 
Class this week. He played a     
variety of brass instruments and 
we were able to have a sing-a-
long at the same time. Mr. Lovell 
even showed us how we could 
make a trumpet at home so 
watch your hose-pipes! 

Year One                         
Alfie impressed us all yesterday 
when he was able to play the 
Euphonium. Ali Howes from 
the Witney Town Band came in 
to share a variety of brass         
instruments with us and even 
got Miss Atkinson to play a few 
notes on the cornet.  

Year Two                                           
On Thursday some of the 
children had the            
opportunity to explore 
their musical talents.  We 
expect to see Konnor next 
playing at Madison Square 
Gardens! 
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Next Term’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will start letter formation in our work books and also start writing cvc words. We will                            
continue with phonics and learn the sounds ‘r’, ‘h’ and ‘b’ as well as the tricky words ‘no’ and ‘go’.  

Maths - We will revisit our counting skills; counting ten items into a set and begin to count twenty 
items into a set. We will match spoken numbers to written numerals and match numerals to  
quantities as well as learning how to write numerals to ten.  
 

Topic - We will start our new topic by discussing the question ‘Why do squirrels hide their nuts?’                               
We will also consider how to keep safe on Bonfire Night.  

 

 

Reception - Why do 

squirrels hide their 

nuts? Year Two - Beat, 
Band, Boogie!  

Next Term’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be revising the spelling of our phase 2 key words. The children have been  
practising their handwriting with these words and it will be going home today if you would like 
to practise over half term.  We will be looking at how ‘oa’ and ‘ow’ make the same sound as in 
‘boat’ and ‘snow’.  
 

Maths - We will continue to assess what we have learnt so far this term. Please keep practising 
for Super Numbies and make sure your child has their homework with them on Fridays so that 
we can let you know how they got on.  We will describe position and direction using common 
words, including half turns. 
 

Topic - We will be designing our Christmas cards which will be available to order at a later date. We will learn about 
Guy Fawkes and create a firework display. Please could we have any photos of your pets as we will be drawing     
various examples of pets. We will look at paintings, sculptures and drawings of familiar animals by a range of artists 
and comment on them including noting differences and similarities in them.  
 

Next Term’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be investigating similes by finding out what they are and trying to    
create our own.  We will then be writing our own simile poems based on the different 
coloured scales of the Rainbow Fish.  
 
Maths - We will begin to mark numbers on a landmarked line, compare and order    
numbers using < and > signs and work systematically to find all possible inequalities.     
 

Topic - To introduce our new topic of ‘Beat Band Boogie’ we will be heading outside 
to investigate everything which can make a sound.  We will then be coming back into 
the classroom to create a sound map of the playground.   

Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

OUR TOPICS NEXT TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
 
 

Music Festival                                                                                                                                                                                   
We have had a fantastic fortnight celebrating music at St. Mary’s.  A huge thank you must go to Kate Pengelly for 
organising the various musicians who have visited the school.  Special thank yous to our musicians themselves      
including Mr. Lovell and Mr. Whittaker.   
 

Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal                                                                                                                                             
We have still got lots of shoeboxes already wrapped in Christmas paper that need filling, so please come into the 
office if you would like to have one for the half term holiday.  The deadline for returning shoeboxes is Friday 10th 
November.  Thank you for your support of this worthy cause. 

Colourbox Photography                
Proofs of the photographs have been sent home this week.  The deadline for orders is Friday 3rd November. 

Nasal Flu Vaccs                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The children are all to be given a Nasal Flu Vaccination which is scheduled for Tuesday 28th November.  Please     
return your form soon as possible, even if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.   If you need another 
form, please ask in the office.  
 

Hand Puppets                                                                                                                                                                                    
We have a lovely puppet theatre which the children would like to use at lunch time but we need some puppets! We 
would be very grateful if anyone has any they would like to donate.  Thank you.  
 

Climbing Wall                                                                                                                                                                                      
We are always mindful of keeping your child safe.  Therefore, we ask that your child does not play on the climbing 
wall after school.  Thank you. 

Road Safety Poster Competition 
As the darker months arrive, school children are being asked to think about road safety issues that affect them and 
to design a poster around their chosen theme.  West Oxfordshire District Council ran a competition in the spring and 
had such a great response from schools that it is being run again this year.  Last year, Andrew Grant, now in Year 2, 
won a shiny new bike.  Seven pupils will each win a bike with accessories for the best poster design which raises 
awareness of road safety issues such as speeding, poor parking near schools, cycling without lights or not wearing a 
seatbelt.  Prizes will be delivered in time for Christmas. Entries should be submitted on A4 paper in colour and   
handed in to the school office by Friday 3rd November.  Good luck!   
 

Children In Need                                                                                                                                                                                  
It is that time of year again already!  On Friday 17th November we will be inviting the children to come to school 
dressed in something spotty for the ‘Spotacular’ theme of Children in Need.  This will be in exchange for a £1         
donation to this great charity.  On Tuesday 14th November the children are going to have a special visit from a      
certain yellow bear! We look forward to seeing the children dressed in their spotty outfits. 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER HALF TERM STARTS ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 30TH OCTOBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER HOUSE HOOP CHALLENGE ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER T4U SHOEBOXES DEADLINE ALL 9.00am 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT ALL 5.00-6.15pm 

MONDAY 13TH NOVEMBER ‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 17TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED ‘SPOTACULAR’ ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER NON-UNIFORM DAY IN EXCHANGE FOR A 

JAR OF SWEETS FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON IN         

WITNEY—PTA STALL 

ALL EVENING IN WITNEY 

TOWN CENTRE 

MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER YEAR 1 DANCE AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 11.30am-1.30pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 10.00am and       

6.00pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER WEST END SCHOOLS’ PANTOMIME IN 

SCHOOL—CINDERELLA! 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTIES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER ACCOMPANY SANTA AND RUDOLPH 

AROUND DEER PARK 

TBC 6.00pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

