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 No. 6 - 13th October 2017 

Dear Families, 
 
Our Playground Progress Party, held last 
Thursday, was a super way for families to see 
our latest playground plans and hear about 
the progress we are making. My thanks to 
the PTA for organising the event and to those 
of you who were able to attend, helped on 
the day or provided cakes to sell. We are 
blessed to have such a wonderfully sup-
portive parent body.  
 
Today your child will be bringing home 
(probably tucked away in their book bag!) a 
playground appeal leaflet which gives further 
information on why we continue to need 
your support and how your donations can 
help. Please feel free to share the leaflet with 
any contacts that you may have and if you 
would like further copies please just let me 
know.  
 
Next Wednesday at 9.30am we will be      
celebrating our Harvest Festival at St. Mary’s 
Church and we look forward to welcoming 
you all. It should be a joyous occasion and a 
wonderful chance to hear the children     
singing and giving thanks.  
 
With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Celebration of Learning - Year 1 and Year 2 

Please come and share in the children’s homework and connected curriculum work in their respective 
classrooms on Thursday 19th October at 2.30p.m.  They will be delighted to show you what they have been 

learning so far this term.   

Reception                                             
We had an amazing time     
during our Salt Box music    
session. We clapped rhythms 
to the names of dinosaur    
shakers, played our ‘boom 
whackers’ with a partner, had 
monkeys jumping on a bed and 
then finished with an African 
lullaby whilst bubbles floated 
over us.  

Year One                        
Harrison  became the lead   
singer of ‘Pop Stars’ when    
The School of Rock to came    
to work with us this week.   
Mrs. Fox and Miss Atkinson 
never realised they were  
teaching a star in the making!  

Year Two                                           
We had a fabulous 
time during the Diwali 
Dance workshop.  We 
all acted out the story 
of Rama and Sita and 
particularly enjoyed 
taking on the role of 
Hanuman’s monkey 
army!  
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - The children will learn the sounds ‘e’, ‘u’ and ‘r’ and read the tricky words ‘the’ and ‘to’.                           
Through playing phonic games the children will practise their segmenting and blending skills. 

Maths - The children will be exploring length and height and using language associated with 
comparing and measuring, such as shorter, shortest, longer, longest. Through play the       
children will explore capacities of different containers and use the language of ‘empty’, ‘half 
full’ and ‘full’.  
 

Topic - We will revisit how we can be a kind friend and the different things friends like to do together.                       
We will prepare sandwiches for our teddy bear’s picnic and look forward to our special story time.   

 Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - Our spelling focus is ow/ou making the same sound and writing the phase 2 high                                          
frequency words in sentences. We will write a new version of Katie and the Dinosaurs. 
 

Maths - We will be sorting 2D shapes according to their properties.   We will be assessing all 
our learning for this half term.  
 

Topic - We will learn about other animals that face extinction and where they live. We will 
make dino biscuits and serve them to parents at the homework sharing afternoon on Thursday. 
 
 
 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be developing our comprehension skills and learning to deduce information from texts.  
 

Maths - We will be revising work on place value, the four rules of number and geometry.  We will be                       
developing our understanding of vocabulary associated with position, direction and movement.  We                         
will begin to measure in centimetres and metres.  
 

Topic - In RE, having listened to and acted out various stories about Jesus acting in a kind 
way, we will be making up our own stories about kindness.  We will be continuing to practise 
our Harvest Festival poem and our songs.  
 
 

Year One - 

Dino Planet 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
 
Road Safety Poster Competition 
As the darker months arrive, school children are being asked to think about road safety issues that affect them and 
to design a poster around their chosen theme.  West Oxfordshire District Council ran a competition in the spring and 
had such a great response from schools that it is being run again this year.  Last year, Andrew Grant, now in Year 2, 
won a shiny new bike.  Seven pupils will each win a bike with accessories for the best poster design which raises 
awareness of road safety issues such as speeding, poor parking near schools, cycling without lights or not wearing a 
seatbelt.  Prizes will be delivered in time for Christmas. Entries should be submitted on A4 paper in colour and   
handed in to the school office by Friday 3rd November.  Good luck! 
 

Music Festival                                                                                                                                                                                   
Our Celebration of Music Festival continues next week.  The children have been very enthusiastic and participated 
fully so far!  
 

The events planned for next week, all taking place in school time, will be: 
 Piano - Frank Harrison (Isla and Sam's Uncle), a professional Jazz Pianist, is coming in to perform to the whole 

school;  
 Trumpet - Mr Lovell (Ruan and Patrick's dad) is coming in to play to Reception; 
 Guitar - Mr Whittaker (Emily's dad) is coming in to discuss guitar playing and perform to Years 1 & 2; 
 Brass Bands - The junior band leader from Witney Town Band, Ali, will show Years 1 & 2 a selection of brass     

instruments and play some music. 
 

Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal                                                                                                                                             
In assembly yesterday the children listened to Jane Heath from the T4U charity learning about the Christmas      
Shoebox Appeal and what happens to the shoeboxes once they leave Oxfordshire.  You will find a leaflet in your 
child’s book bag which explains what can be put in the boxes along with a donation envelope.  We have also been 
given lots of shoeboxes already wrapped in Christmas paper so please come into the office if you would like some.  
The deadline for returning shoeboxes is Friday 10th November.  Thank you for your support of this worthy  

Colourbox Photography                
Proofs of the photographs taken this morning will be sent home early next week.  The deadline for orders will be  
after half term.   

Nasal Flu Vaccs                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The children are all to be given a Nasal Flu Vaccination which is scheduled for Tuesday 28th November.  Please     
return your form soon as possible, even if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.     
 

New Lunch Menu                                  
The School Lunch Company have been consulting with the children, School Council and staff and a new lunch menu 
has been drawn up which will start after half term.  A copy of the new menu will be in your child’s book bag so 
please look out for it.   
 

Hand Puppets                                                                                                                                                                                    
We have a lovely puppet theatre which the children would like to use at lunch time but we need some puppets! We 
would be very grateful if anyone has any they would like to donate.  Thank you.  
 

Harvest Festival                                                                                                                                                                           
Please come and join us for our Harvest Festival Service in St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 18th October at 9.30am.  
The children are invited to bring in a small item of produce on Tuesday 17th, which they are able to carry to the 
church.  All items will be distributed by the church after the service.  If you know of anyone that would appreciate a 
Harvest parcel, please let the office know. 
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Messages & Notices cont…. 
 

Diwali Dance Workshops                                                                                                                               

The children thoroughly enjoyed their Diwali Dance Workshops with Marcina learning about the                                  

story of Sita and Rama.  We hope you enjoyed your taster session as well. 

 

 
 

Unfortunately, Marcina lost a gold chain during her workshops with the children and it is of great      
sentimental value.  If your child remembers seeing it anywhere, please let the office know.  Thank you. 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN CHURCH ALL 9.30am 

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER HOMEWORK SHARING MORNING 

PARENTS INVITED TO SHARE HOMEWORK 

YEARS 1 & 2 

PARENTS Y1 & Y2 

IN SCHOOL TIME 

2.30pm CLASSROOMS 

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC & SPECIAL STORY 

TIME - SIBLINGS WELCOME 

RECEPTION 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE OXFORD MUSEUM FOR 

THEIR DINO WORKSHOP 

YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER HALF TERM STARTS ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 30TH OCTOBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER HOUSE HOOP CHALLENGE ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER BEDTIME STORIES ALL 5.00-6.15pm 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER T4U SHOEBOXES DEADLINE ALL 9.00am 

MONDAY 13TH NOVEMBER ‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER YEAR 1 DANCE AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 11.30am-1.30pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 10.00am and       

6.00pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER WEST END SCHOOLS’ PANTOMIME IN 

SCHOOL—CINDERELLA! 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER ACCOMPANY SANTA AND RUDOLPH 

AROUND DEER PARK 

TBC 6.00pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

