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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 5 - 5th October 2017 

Dear Families, 
 

We are now five weeks into term and the 
children are well and truly settled into their 
classes. It's a great joy to see so many smiling 
faces first thing in the morning. On Tuesday 
our Reception children went on an autumn 
walk in the October sunshine and came back 
ladened with autumnal treasures. My thanks 
to the many helpers who accompanied the 
children on the trip.  
 

This week I also happened to be in Year 1 
during their French lesson. What a treat! The 
children were singing with enthusiasm and 
gusto while counting to 10 with perfect 
French accents. It certainly seems to be a 
positive way to develop their language skills.  
 

We have been truly blessed this year with 
the number of volunteers who have offered 
their time to support our children. If you 
would like to join in, we'd be delighted to 
have you on board! As you would expect all 
volunteers working in school are asked to 
complete our stringent safeguarding         
procedures.  
 

I look forward to seeing many of you later 
this afternoon at our Playground Planning 
Party.  
 

With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Harvest Festival 

Our Harvest Festival Service will be held in St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 18th October at 9.30am.  
All parents and families are welcome to come along and listen to the children singing .  The children 
are invited to bring in a small item of produce on Tuesday 17th. This should be a small item that they 

are able to carry as they will be taking it to the church.   

Reception                                             

We had glorious weather for 

our autumn walk on Tuesday 

morning. The children had lots 

of fun collecting bags of     

conkers, coloured leaves, sticks 

and feathers. Everything the 

children collected has been put 

to good use; leaf rubbing and 

printing as well as their own 

land art creations.  

Year One                        
We have been practising 
writing our digits 0–9 in        
custard, porridge oats, 100s & 
1000s and flour. 

Year Two                                           

In English, we have had fun look-

ing at instructions. We have 

played lots of games to find out 

how well we could follow instruc-

tions as well as how well we could 

give them.  
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will be learning the new sounds k, ck, e, and u and learning how to write these letters.                          
We will try and segment words for spelling as well as continuing to work on our blending 
skills. 
 

Maths - We will practise subitising numbers to six (recognising the amount instantly) using 
our fingers and dots on a dice. We will begin to look at number pairs to five and six and see 
the corresponding number sentences.  
 

Topic - We  will be using props to act out friendship scenarios and tell each other about the 

scenarios we created. 

 Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be reading the story ‘Katie and the Dinosaur’ in preparation for our trip to the Museum.                    
In phonics we will be looking at ‘ar’ and ‘or’ as in car and born. 
 

Maths - We will be recognising and sorting 2D shapes and finding lines of symmetry.  We will 
also be recognising numbers 11-20 in words. 
 

Topic - We shall be looking at Diwali, the Hindu Festival of Light.  We will be taking part in a 
Diwali Dance Workshop on Thursday afternoon.  Due to the INSET day we are still focussing on 
extinction theories and programming a Beebot. 
 
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - This week we are going to be looking at imperative (bossy) verbs which are used in instructions. We will 
sort words into ‘verbs’ or ‘not verbs’. We will also be looking at using subordinate conjunctions such as ‘when’, ‘if’, 
‘that’, ‘because’ to extend and add detail to our sentences.  
 

Maths - We will continue to solve tricky addition and subtraction questions including using 
the inverse to find a missing number.  We will solve word problems by identifying the      
number sentence hidden in the words.  
 

Topic - We will be using our knowledge of the local area and previous map work to create a 
simple map of the Church Green area using different techniques and materials.  
 

Year One - 

Dino Planet 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
INSET Day - Friday 6th October 
Please remember that this Friday is an INSET day which means the school is closed to the children.  We look forward 
to seeing them all again on Monday 9th October at 8.40am. 
 
Music Festival                                                                                                                                                                                   
Our Celebration of Music Festival begins next week, with 7 different events in 10 days - the children are in for a 
real treat! I'm sure you'll agree that music brings great richness and wonder to our lives - our hope is that the        
children will be inspired and enthused by a variety of different instruments, music genres and musicians.  
 

The events, all taking place in school time, will be: 
 Stringed instruments - Mr Atwood from Oxfordshire County Music Service is bringing in various string               

instruments and playing a selection of music; 
 School of Rock - Let's play in a band! Years 1 & 2 can have a go at being in a band, and try out guitars, drums and 

a microphone; 
 Saltbox Music are coming in to Reception to do a world music discovery session;  
 Piano - Frank Harrison (Isla and Sam's Uncle), a professional Jazz Pianist, is coming in to perform to the whole 

school;  
 Trumpet - Mr Lovell (Ruan and Patrick's dad) is coming in to play to Reception; 
 Guitar - Mr Whittaker (Emily's dad) is coming in to discuss guitar playing and perform to Years 1 & 2; 
 Brass Bands - The junior band leader from Witney Town Band, Ali, will show Years 1 & 2 a selection of brass     

instruments and play some music. 
 

More detailed information will be sent home with the children shortly. 
 

Diwali Dance Workshops                                                                                                                                                                

On Thursday 12th October we will be welcoming Marcina to school to lead the children in Diwali Dance Workshops.  

At the end of the school day at 2.30pm we would love to welcome you and any siblings to the school hall to have a 

go as well.  Your children can come out of class and join you and show you the moves they will have learned earlier 

in the day. 

Colourbox Photography                
On Friday 13th October in the morning, Colourbox Photography will be taking each child’s photograph.  There is the 
opportunity to have a group photograph of all your children together.  Priority will be given to those children who 
have siblings at other Primary Schools and then nursery children.  Please come to school for 8.30am if you wish to 
bring siblings in.  Children in school will then have their photos taken individually throughout the morning.   

After School Clubs                                                                                                                                                                                          

If you have not yet paid for your child’s place on a club, please can you send payment to the office as soon as        

possible?  Many thanks. 

Nasal Flu Vaccs                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The children are all to be given a Nasal Flu Vaccination which is scheduled for Tuesday 28th November.  Forms for 
your consent will be coming home today along with an explanatory leaflet.  We would ask that the forms are       
completed and returned as soon as possible, even if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.     
 

*Please note if you have any queries regarding the flu vaccination, the email address in the covering parent/carer 
letter contains an extra full stop.  The School Nurses wish to apologise for this error and any confusion this has       
incurred.  Please use the following email address, thank you: Flu.schoolnurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk  

mailto:Flu.schoolnurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 9TH OCTOBER START OF MUSIC FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER ‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.00-5.30pm 

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER T4U CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL         

ASSEMBLY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER DIWALI DANCE WORKSHOPS                     

PARENTS AND SIBLINGS WORKSHOP 

ALL                                   

ALL WELCOME 

IN SCHOOL TIME 

2.30pm-2.55pm 

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 5.00-7.30pm 

FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY– INDIVIDUAL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN CHURCH ALL 9.30am 

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER HOMEWORK SHARING MORNING 

PARENTS INVITED TO SHARE HOMEWORK 

YEARS 1 & 2 

PARENTS Y1 & Y2 

IN SCHOOL TIME 

2.30pm CLASSROOMS 

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC & SPECIAL STORY 

TIME 

RECEPTION 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE OXFORD MUSEUM FOR 

THEIR DINO WORKSHOP 

YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER HALF TERM STARTS ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 30TH OCTOBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER HOUSE HOOP CHALLENGE ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER BEDTIME STORIES ALL 5.00-6.15pm 

MONDAY 13TH NOVEMBER ‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

