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 No. 3 - 22nd September 2017 

Dear Families, 
 
This week our after school clubs began to 

great excitement.  The range of clubs we 

have on offer this year has been extended 

and we now have clubs encompassing art, 

learning and sport.  This year we are pleased 

to be able to offer our Year 2 children the 

opportunity to participate in a 'change4life' 

active club which was an initiative developed 

following the 2012 London Olympics.  This 

club, not only promotes an active lifestyle 

but aims to develop leadership and team 

work skills which all help to support your 

child’s personal development.   

 

This year we have introduce two compulsory 

items of clothing for our Reception children - 

our logoed school coat and logoed sweatshirt 

or cardigan. With a little bit of 'wriggle' room 

we hope that the coat will last your child for 

the three years they are with us at St. Mary's 

and ensure that they are warm and dry 

whatever the inclement British weather 

brings.  Should any family need some         

financial support for the purchase of school 

uniform please do come and have a          

confidential word with either myself or the 

office.   

With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier, 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

 

 
 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Harvest Festival 

Our Harvest Festival Service will be held in St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 18th October at 9.30am.  
All parents and families are welcome to come along and listen to the children singing .  The children 
are invited to bring in a small item of produce on Tuesday 17th. This should be a small item that they 

are able to carry as they will be taking it to the church.   

Super Numbies Workshops   

  Mon 25th & Tues 26th September  

9.00am in the Hall 

Please come along to the hall next week for a workshop on our 

Super Numbies.  This is a session for Year 1 parents on Monday 

and Year 2 parents on Tuesday. We look forward to seeing you all. 

Reception                                             
We have been learning about repeating 
patterns this week and used lots of 
different resources to create our own 
repeating patterns. For this one we used 
paint and cotton reels. 

Year One                                
This week we used trundle wheels, 
metre sticks, crates and rulers to 
measure the length of real life       
dinosaurs. We had to be Betty    
Builders to work out how many 
crates equalled a metre! 

Year Two                                        

We have been exploring tessellating shapes 

and learning about quadrilaterals and    

polygons. 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will continue to practise our segmenting and blending skills and work on letter formation.                     
We will write our names and other labels for some of our topic work which is going to go on 
display in our classroom.  
 

Maths - We will be focusing on counting again. Counting items into a set, counting items  
taken from a larger set and matching spoken and written numerals.  
 

Topic - We will be taking photographs of adults around the school and finding out about 
their role within school and how they help the children and adults.  

 Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will find out all about Mary Anning and why she is an important historical figure. We will take part in 
role play and write a diary entry about Mary’s amazing find. In spellings, we will be reading and writing the following 
exception words: ‘the’ ‘he’ ‘be’ ‘says’ ‘I’ ‘a’ ‘she’ ‘me’ ‘today’ ‘do’ ‘of’ ‘we’ ‘they’ ‘said’ and ‘to’.  

Maths - We will double numbers 1 to 5; find 2 more than numbers to 18; count back 1 and 
begin to find 1 less.  Please remember that there is a Super Numbies workshop on Monday at 
9.00am.  I have now allocated homework on ActiveLearn which reinforces the learning that has 
taken place over the last 2 weeks. Please see me if you have forgotten your log in details.  

Topic - In DT, we will be making a Sockasaurus. Please could you donate any odd socks for this 
or socks that are now too small. We will learn about the different patterns that dinosaurs laid 
their eggs in and label parts of a dinosaur comparing it to a lizard. 
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English -  We will be starting to plan and write our own version of “The Sweetest Song” from the perspective of the 
wolf. We will be looking at adding repeated phrases and adjectives into our stories to create interest.  
 

Maths -  We will continue to revise our number bonds to 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 and begin to learn 
related subtraction facts. Later in the week, we will be learning our bonds to 20 and 100 and 
rehearsing number bonds to 10 and 2 using stories.  
 

Topic -  We will be looking at a range of old street maps and talking about similarities and 
differences to more modern day maps. We will look closely, and describe what we can see 
and try to spot significant street names and buildings.  
 

Year One - 

Dinosaur 

Planet 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
Phonics Workshop 
The handouts from the Phonics workshop are attached for your information. 

After School Clubs 
If you haven’t paid for your child’s After School Club yet, please do so as soon as possible.  Please remember to     
return any forms or reply slips directly to the office. Thank you for your help with this. 
 

Outdoor Space Project – from the Steering Committee                                                                                                           
I’m pleased to report that the design for the whole project has been completed and the various decisions made 
about the type of trees and plants, the artificial grass and the nature of the coloured surface to be used. The final 
design contains most of the elements that parents and children asked for; a trim trail, quite area, fire pit, dipping 
pond and sports activity area. The latest drawings are available in school for everyone to look at. We are extremely 
grateful for a very generous donation of custom-made artificial stone benches that the architect has incorporated 
into the design. 

Just before the end of summer holiday, the architect and a member of the Steering Committee met the four pre-
qualified contractors who will be invited to bid for the work. All four contractors are capable and interested in under-
taking the work and we expect to be able to select the successful bid within about a month. The main work is ex-
pected to commence sometime in February with the bulk of construction taking place over the Easter holiday so that 
school will not be too disrupted. Before Christmas, some preliminary excavation and repairs will take place on the 
drains, most of which are under the two playgrounds. 

Finally, we have to continue the hard work of raising the funds that we still need. You will hear more of the exciting 
activities planned by the PTA but if anyone has contacts with businesses in Witney (or elsewhere) who could be per-
suaded to make a donation to our appeal, please let Mrs. Lee know so that we can follow-up. 

If you have any questions, please contact me via Mrs. Lee or Mrs. Costley in the office. 

John Summers,                                                                                                                                                                                        
Committee Chair 

 

Pupil Premium Eligibility—   Do you receive any of the following ? 

Income Support/Employment Support Allowance                             Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 

Support under the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999             Universal Credit 
Child Tax Credit                  State Pension Credit 

If you do, the school could be eligible to claim certain grants for your child.  This is a significant amount of money 

that can be used to support your child as well as other children in our School. Even if you are only eligible for a short 

amount of time, the Pupil Premium funding stays with your child for six years. Please come in and talk to the School 

Office to see how we could help your child.  All matters will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

 

Playground Progress Party—Thursday 5th October from 4.30pm until 6.00pm 

This will be a fun event aimed at welcoming all our new families in to the school community and giving everyone a 

chance to see our finalised playground plans and proposed schedule. Please find an invite and food order form with 

more details in your child's book bag today and note that forms MUST be handed in by Friday 29th September. See 

you there! 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER SUPER NUMBIES WORKSHOP YEAR 1 9.00am HALL 

TUESDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER SUPER NUMBIES WORKSHOP YEAR 2 9.00am HALL 

THURSDAY 5TH OCTOBER PLAYGROUND PROGRESS PARTY (PTA) ALL 4.30-6.00pm 

FRIDAY 6TH OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL ALL DAY 

MONDAY 9TH OCTOBER START OF MUSIC FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER ‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.00-5.30pm 

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 5.00-7.30pm 

FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY– INDIVIDUAL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN CHURCH ALL 9.30am 

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER HOMEWORK SHARING MORNING 

PARENTS INVITED TO SHARE HOMEWORK 

YEARS 1 & 2 

PARENTS Y1 & Y2 

IN SCHOOL TIME 

2.30pm HALL 

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC & SPECIAL STORY 

TIME 

RECEPTION 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE OXFORD MUSEUM FOR 

THEIR DINO WORKSHOP 

YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER HALF TERM STARTS ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 30TH OCTOBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER HOUSE HOOP CHALLENGE ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

