“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 2 - 15th September 2017
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Our Breakfast Club began last week and has
been a tremendous success. The children
have been giving it five star reviews; indeed
one of our Year 1 pupils gave it 101 stars out
of five. High praise indeed! The children are
offered a delicious selection of breakfast
options including beans on toast, cereal, fruit
and yogurts. All the evidence is that a really
good breakfast helps children to focus and
learn throughout the morning and we are
delighted to be able to offer this service to
our families.
Many thanks to those of you who were able
to join us for our Handwriting Workshop this
week. It is always useful to share with you
our approaches to teaching and learning. We
are aware that for some of our parents
attending these sessions can be tricky, so we
have attached to our newsletter copies of
the handwriting handouts. You will also find
details of the web addresses that were
referred to during the presentation in our
covering ParentMail.
This coming Monday at 9.00am, Miss
Atkinson and Mrs. Wills will be leading a
Phonics Workshop which, once again, all our
parents are warmly invited to attend.
With kind regards,
Sarah Grier,
Headteacher

Reception
We played a game where we walked around
the lawn then when the whistle blew we had to
find a partner and follow the instruction.

Year One
On Tuesday, Year One and
Year Two visited St. Mary’s
Church to find out all about
the Witney Feast. We found
out that the church is 774 years old.
Year Two
We have been exploring properties of
shapes and right angles in Maths. We have
learnt how to make a ‘right angle’ tester.

Phonics Workshop
Monday 18th September 9.00am
Please join Mrs. Wills and Miss Atkinson in the hall on Monday
morning for a workshop on how we teach Phonics. This is a very
useful session to enable you to be able to help and support your
child at home. We look forward to seeing you all there.

Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival Service will be held in St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 18th October at 9.30am.
All parents and families are welcome to come along and listen to the children singing and reciting their
poems and stories. The children are invited to bring in a small item of produce on Tuesday 17th. This
should be a small item that they are able to carry as they will be taking it to the church.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year One Dinosaur
Planet

Year Two - Street
Detectives

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be learning the sounds ‘t’ and ‘p’. We will also start to segment and blend words
as well as listening for the initial sounds in words.
Maths - We will be learning all about patterns. The children will copy, continue, describe and
create patterns using colours, shapes, objects, sounds and actions.
Topic - We will start to consider ‘What is a friend?’ and think about the new friends we have
made in school. On Thursday 21st September we will be having our special ‘Show and Tell’
session where we discuss why the small items we have brought in are special to us.
Please remember to bring in something small and special on Thursday.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will continue to read, comment on and perform dinosaur poetry. I am sure that your child

would love to perform one of this week’s poems at home:
Dinosaur, dinosaur turn around, Dinosaur, dinosaur touch the ground, Dinosaur,
dinosaur show your claws, Dinosaur, dinosaur snap your jaws, Dinosaur, dinosaur turn
around, Dinosaur, dinosaur sit back down.
Maths - We will be finding pairs that make 5; subitise to 5; finding pairs that make 6; subitise to
6; finding pairs that make 10; matching pairs to 5, 6 and 10 to number sentences. Subitise:
recognising 5 and 6 without counting
Topic - We will be finding out about dinosaur teeth and making models of them. Please could
you collect junk, over the weekend as we will be making dinosaurs next week. In music, we will learn some dinosaur
rhymes using familiar tunes. Please could I remind you that any ‘Show and Tell’ items need to be connected to or
dinosaur topic, thank you.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We are immersing ourselves in the lives, characters and world of the story characters in
“The Sweetest Song” and responding in a range of creative ways.
Maths - We will continue to compare and order numbers up to 100 and we will also revise
number bonds to 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.
Topic - We will be looking at old and modern buildings, identifying differences including
materials which they are built from. Then we will make drawings of old and new houses,
adding captions and labels to identify their features.
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Messages & Notices
Message from the Chair of the PTA
Hi Everyone, Happy September! I hope all your little ones have had a wonderful start to the new year. Welcome on
board to all our new parents and welcome back to everyone from last year.
We have another really busy year ahead trying to make another large contribution to the playground renovations
whilst also making sure that we provide lots of fantastic events and resources for the children here and now. So far
we already know we'll be holding a ‘Night at the Races’ at Witney Lakes in March, our big sponsored event at the
Leisure Centre in May as well as our usual events such as the Summer Fayre, Christmas Fayre and Bedtime Stories.
Our success last year really was down to many hands making light work rather than just a few people having to do
everything so please do get involved with anything you can; whether that be coming to meetings, wrapping
Christmas presents, helping at events, pestering your boss for a raffle donation..... the list is endless!
Our first meeting will be Friday 22nd September at 9am in school. Please do come along (there'll be biscuits and
tea!)and, if you can't make it, feel free to send me any ideas you have or let me know if you'd be available to help
with events in the future.
If you'd like to be on the PTA mailing list please send me your email address to amber.wing@ntlworld.com and I'll
get you added and please also join our Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
friendsofstmaryswitney/ for updates. I really look forward to seeing lots of soon. Amber Wing, Chair
Learning Muscles
The link to our Learning Muscles can be found here Learning Muscles or paste the following in to your browser:
http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Learning-Muscles-Sept-2017.pdf
Parent Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer for an hour or more a week we would love to have you! We always need help with
reading with the children so please let the office know if you are interested and can help in any way. Many thanks.
Drop-Ins
Please remember our Monday afternoon Drop-Ins from 3.00-3.30pm if you want to speak to me or your child’s class
teacher.

Handwriting Workshop
The links to the handwriting websites to enable you to support your child at home are in the covering ParentMail
message. The handouts from the Workshop are also attached for your information.
After School Clubs
After School Club confirmation slips will come home today. We would appreciate it if you could make payment to
the school office as soon as possible, ideally before the Clubs start. Please remember to return any forms or reply
slips directly to the office. Thank you for your help with this.
Music Festival Reminder
Are you a keen musician? If you would like to be involved in the St. Mary's Music Festival from the 9th-20th
tober, please contact Isla and Sam's mum, Kate, on 07766 165305 or find her in the playground.

Oc-
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

PHONICS WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS

ALL

9.00am HALL

THURSDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER

RECEPTION CLASS SPECIAL ‘SHOW & TELL’

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER

PTA MEETING

ALL WELCOME

9.00am in Staff Room

MONDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER

SUPER NUMBIES WORKSHOP

YEAR 1

9.00am HALL

TUESDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER

SUPER NUMBIES WORKSHOP

YEAR 2

9.00am HALL

FRIDAY 6TH OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

ALL DAY

MONDAY 9TH OCTOBER

START OF MUSIC FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT

TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

3.00-5.30pm

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

5.00-7.30pm

FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER

COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY– INDIVIDUAL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN CHURCH

ALL

9.30am

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER

HOMEWORK SHARING MORNING

YEARS 1 & 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

PARENTS INVITED TO SHARE HOMEWORKQ PARENTS y1/2

2.30pm HALL

THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER

TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC & SPECIAL STORY

RECEPTION

2.00pm

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER

HALF TERM STARTS

ALL

2.55pm

MONDAY 30TH OCTOBER

TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.40am

THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER

HOUSE HOOP CHALLENGE

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

PTA Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

