“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 12– 1st December 2017
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

I am delighted to let you know that this year
we will be participating in the Oxfordshire
Book Awards. We will be encouraging our
children to read a selection of books and
provide subjective feedback. St. Mary’s will
be judging in the Primary and Picture book
categories.
Beyond actively encouraging reading, the
award, like St. Mary’s, aims to promote
books that will inspire and develop readers
for life; involve pupils in decision making and
encourage lively debate, discussion and
critical appreciation of books. Perfect for our
children! We will share with you the titles of
the books at a nearer date.
Many thanks to our wonderful FOSMS for
the delivery of a Christmas tree yesterday.
All that remains to do is decorate it and this
is where we need your help. If your child
would like to make a tree decoration this
weekend and bring it in on Monday, we can
add it so that the tree is truly a St. Mary’s
creation.

Reception
We have had lots of fun learning
about ‘one more’ during our
maths activities. There was even
some problem solving going on
when the children had to work
out how they could show eleven
on their fingers. Ask your child if
they can tell you how to do it.
Year One
On Monday we attended
a Dance Festival at Henry
Box. We learnt a Jungle
Book dance and worked
with Sports Leaders and
children from other
schools. We loved being
all the different animals
in the jungle!
Year Two
In Topic we have been
creating movement art by
dipping our bare feet in
paint then walking across
long pieces of paper at
different speeds. You
would be amazed at the
different patterns that
can be created!

Tomorrow is our Christmas Fayre and I look
forward to welcoming you all to this festive
event. There’s bound to be lots of glitter and
sparkle.
With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

Drop Ins
Every Monday between 3.00pm-3.30pm all staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’ conversation. This is an
opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in an informal way. We do
recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, our usual appointment
system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why do
squirrels hide their
nuts?

Year One Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year Two - Beat,
Band, Boogie!

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - As we start to think about Christmas we will incorporate this into our writing and write a
simple letter to Santa.
Maths - We will continue to count objects and find the matching numeral as well as checking our
counting skills by counting out a specific number of objects.
Topic - We will revisit everything we have learnt about squirrels, hedgehogs and migrating birds as well as discussing
‘Which is your favourite woodland animal?’ We will learn about the Christmas story and start some Christmas craft
activities.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be writing facts about a variety of animals. Our spelling focus is the trigraphs;
‘air’, ‘ear’ and ‘igh’. We will be completing reading assessments with adult help.
Maths - We will be recognising coins and know values (up to £2); begin to make amounts in
pence; understand teen numbers are 10 and some 1s.
Topic - We have finished our topic ‘Paws, Claws and Whiskers’ and will now be focusing on
Christmas activities. In PE, we will begin to learn the first part of ‘The Magic Toys’ dance.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - This week we will be looking at noun phrases. Firstly we will find out what they are and try to identify them
in various pieces of text. We will then have a go at creating our own noun phrases using picture prompts to help us.
Finally, we will use noun phrases to improve a piece of writing.
Maths - In maths, we will be problem solving money based questions. We will look at
the different ways we can solve the problems from using physical equipment, drawing
out solutions and using number sentences. We are going to be looking closely at the
language in word problems and looking at the clues in the questions which help to tell
us what we need to do.
Topic - We are going to be continuing to practise our Nativity play and songs with Year
One. We are also going to be reviewing our learning from this term’s topic. In RE we will
reflect on the Christmas story and the reasons for Jesus’ birth.
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Messages & Notices
Playground Improvement Project – Update from the Steering Committee
On behalf of the Committee, I am delighted to tell you that we have reached a very significant milestone in the
Playground Improvement Project. We have approved the final plans, appointed a Contractor and most
importantly, have agreed a schedule for Phase 1.
The Steering Committee cannot emphasise enough that we could have not reached this milestone without the
exceptionally hard work of the FOSMS in raising such a magnificent sum towards the project, most of which was
raised at the, now famous, Fire Walk. Although we still have more money to raise for Phase 2, we now have
sufficient funds available to begin the works, replacing the two tarmac playgrounds.
Work will begin in the February half-term holiday and continue during school time but the bulk of the noisy
construction will occur during the Easter holidays. There will be some disruption to normal school activities
between February half-term and Easter, but it was decided that this is preferable to delaying the start of the
construction until the summer. This should all mean that the two playgrounds will be available for the children to
use after they return from the Easter holidays. The whole school is looking forward with excitement to the first
day of use for the playground. It will, indeed, be a day to celebrate.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact me via Mrs. Lee or Mrs. Costley in the
office.
John Summers, Steering Committee Chair

Bullying
At St. Mary's incidents of bullying are extremely rare. Our Anti-Bullying Policy aims to ensure that our pupils learn in
a supportive, caring and safe environment. We raise awareness of the nature of bullying through inclusion in PSHE
activities, e-safety sessions, collective worship and subject areas in an attempt to prevent such behaviours from
occurring. We also use the following age appropriate definition with the children to ensure that they understand the
difference between bullying and 'falling out', with bullying being defined as:
Several
Times
On
Purpose
To read our Anti-Bullying Policy please click here and for further guidance, please visit the Anti-bullying Alliance
at www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/tools-information/all-about-bullying/early-years. When children do 'fall out' we
use a range of strategies to support them including our 'repair sheet'. This sheet enables the child to reflect on the
impact their behaviour may have had on others and to support everyone moving forward.

Super Numbies
Please note that the last Super Numbies for Years 1 and 2 this term will be Friday 8th December. Thank you for the
support you have given your children with their learning.
‘It’s A Baby’ Nativity
Please remember to send in your child’s outfit to school by Monday 4th December in a named plastic bag.
Thank you.
Change4Life Club
This club finished yesterday with the children planning, cooking and
eating a healthy meal. The children have worked hard on the Olympic
values and had lots of fun whatever the weather! Thank you to Mrs.
Townsend for running the club. If your child is in Year 2, please check
book bags next week, for a letter inviting them to next term’s
Change4Life Club.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL WELCOME

11.30am-1.30pm

FRIDAY 8TH DECEMBER

YEAR 2 POETRY HOMEWORK SHARING

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER

HOMEWORK SHARING WITH PARENTS

YEAR 2

2.30pm

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER

WEST END SCHOOLS’ PANTOMIME IN
SCHOOL—CINDERELLA!

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

10.00am and
6.00pm

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY - FOR DONATION
TO THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER

MAKING CHRISTINGLES IN SCHOOL PARENTAL HELP NEEDED!

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN
ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am-10.00am

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM

ALL

1.15pm

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

ACCOMPANY SANTA AND RUDOLPH
AROUND DEER PARK

TBC

6.00pm

FRIDAY 5TH JANUARY 2018

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

MONDAY 8TH JANUARY

SPRING TERM STARTS

ALL

8.40am

FRIDAY 26TH JANUARY

COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE

YEAR 2

3.00pm

THURSDAY 1ST FEBRUARY

FOSMS RECYCLING CLOTHES COLLECTION

ALL

9.00am

FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY

COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE

YEAR 1

3.00pm

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY

COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE

RECEPTION

3.00pm

PTA Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

