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Dear Families, 
 

As Christmas fast approaches please make a 
date in your diary for our two nativity       
performances of 'It's a Baby' performed at St. 
Mary’s Church and involving all our children. 
One performance will be held at 10.00am 
while the other is an evening performance 
beginning at 6.00pm.  This is a very special 
and joyful occasion in our school calendar 
and we look forward to seeing our families 
there.  For our Year 2 children there may be 
some simple costume requirements so 
please take a look in their book bags for   
further details. 
 
For a second week in a row our children 
came into St. Mary’s today in home clothes. 
However, this week instead of seeing spots 
before my eyes it was children bearing jars of 
goodies for our Christmas Fayre.  A huge 
thank you for your generous donations. 
 
I hope to see many of you this evening at the 
turning on of the Witney Christmas lights.  
Please pop along to our Friends of St. Mary’s 
stall selling ‘reindeer poo’ - whatever next! 
 
With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Christmas Lunch—Wednesday 13th December 
This will be served on Wednesday 13th December.  A ParentMail has been sent out with details of the menu on offer.  

We need to let the kitchen know how many lunches are needed by the 4th December, so please can you let the 
office know if your child would NOT like a Christmas Lunch on that day.  If we do not hear from you, we will order 

your child a lunch.  There is a vegetarian offer as well.  Thank you. 

Reception                           
We had to really persevere 
when peeling and chopping 
the vegetables for our soup. 
All the children were given the             
opportunity to taste their soup 
and many children stated “It 
was delicious” and emptied 
their cups. A big thank you to 
Mrs.  Morris who helped us 
with this activity. 

Year One                         
We all concentrated very hard 
when labelling continents on a 
world map. We also learnt 
where different big cats come 
from so we also included this 
on our map. We found out 
that cheetahs, leopards and 
tigers live in Asia, lions live in 
Africa and cougars and jaguars 
live in South America. 

Year Two         

In science we have been         
investigating if cardboard ears 
can help us to hear better.     
Unfortunately, the results were 
inconclusive but the children 
had fun investigating. Did you 
know there are three parts to 
the ear, the outer ear, the     
middle ear and the inner ear! 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will think about the information we have learnt about hedgehogs and use this to write a 
sentence about a hedgehog.  
 

Maths - We will continue to work on one more and one less than a given number using numbers        
1 – 20. We will also continue to practise counting on from any given number, counting up to 20 this 
week.  
 

Topic - We will play a describing and guessing game involving woodland animals. We will also consider which other 
animals hibernate and why some birds migrate in the winter.  

 

 

Reception - Why do 

squirrels hide their 

nuts? Year Two - Beat, 
Band, Boogie!  

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will continue to look at big cats and learn about where other animals come from. 
We will read instructions about how to be a zookeeper and identify bossy words. Our spelling 
focus for next week is ‘ee’ and ‘ea’ as in ‘see’ and ‘sea’.  

Maths - We will be adding by counting on and subtracting by counting back. We will add 3 small 
numbers by using our doubles to help us and number bonds for 10.  
 

Topic - We will study maps of zoos and wildlife parks and then use this information to make our 
own maps. We will create our own zoos and wildlife parks using toy animals, Lego and 3D  
wooden shapes.  
 

On Monday morning we will be attending a Dance Festival at Henry Box School so please make sure                          
that your child has a PE kit in school and water bottle. 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - This week, we will be looking at nouns, adverbs and commas. We will be identifying what a noun is and then going on a 

noun hunt in our reading books. We will be learning about how adverbs can improve story writing and have a go at using them 

to improve our sentences. Finally, we will be looking at how we use commas when we write a list.  

Maths - In maths we are going to be counting in 2s, 5s and 10s from zero as well as counting in 
multiples of 2p, 5p and 10p. We will also be finding the totals of coins and investigating ways to 
make different amounts of money.    
 

Topic - As well as starting to practise our Nativity we are going to be investigating how sounds 
can be heard at a distance. Working in partners, one partner will walk away from a sound source 
until they can no longer hear it. We will then discuss which sound we could hear the furthest 
away. We will also get artistic by creating a movement canvas!  
 

Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
Mobile Phone Reminder                                                                                                                                                                          
Please remember that St. Mary’s Infant School is a Mobile Free Zone and no mobiles should be used on site.  This is 
in accordance with guidelines from the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board, and the Governing Body politely 
requests all those entering the school to refrain from using their mobile phone on school grounds.  Thank you for 
your cooperation. 
 

Christmas Cards                                                                                                                                                                                  
To see samples of what you can order, please visit the school office.  The deadline for orders is Tuesday 28th          
November for an estimated despatch date of 5th December back to the school.  Thank you.  The Friends of St Mary’s 
School. 
 

Message from the Friends of St. Mary’s School                                                                                                                         
We have organised for a company to come and collect unwanted second hand clothes from the school on the 1st 
February, 2018.  If you are thinking of having a clear out before then please hold on to any items as the school will 
receive 50p per kilo.  More details to follow in the New Year.  Many thanks.  Amber Wing, Chair of FOSMS 
 

Lost Micro Scooter                                                                                                                                                                          
Patrick’s Blue Micro Scooter is still missing.  It has an orange brake on the back. There is a blue one in the compound 
without a brake, which is not Patrick’s and has been left there for a few weeks.  Thank you for checking.   
 

Children In Need                                                                                                                                                                                
Thank you very much for your generous support and for buying some Pudsey cake last Friday.                                        
A magnificent £155.56 has been raised and is winging its way to Pudsey Bear. 
 

Puppets 
Thank you to those who donated puppets. The children are enjoying using the puppet theatre on a Friday lunch 
time.  
 

Super Numbies 
Please note that the last Super Numbies for Years 1 and 2 this term will be Friday 8th December. Thank you for the 
support you have given your children with their learning. 
 

‘It’s A Baby’ Nativity 
The Year 2 children have been given their parts for the Nativity and will be bringing home a costume letter today. 
 

Year One will be guests at the Inn. Please could you provide your child with party clothes.  The Reception children 
will be angels or stars. Please could you provide your child with white, silver, gold or cream clothing.  
Please could you bring your child’s outfit into school by Monday 4th December in a named plastic bag. Thank you.  
 

Hailey Church Christingle Service                                                                                                                                                    
St. John the Evangelist Church in Hailey would like to welcome everyone to this special candlelit family service         
supporting the work of The Children's Society in its care of disadvantaged children. It will be held on Sunday,          
3rd December at 3.15pm.  
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON IN         

WITNEY—PTA STALL 

ALL EVENING IN WITNEY 

TOWN CENTRE 

MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER YEAR 1 DANCE AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE FOR CHRISTMAS CARD ORDERS 

ONLINE 

ALL  

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 11.30am-1.30pm 

FRIDAY 8TH DECEMBER YEAR 2 POETRY HOMEWORK SHARING YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER HOMEWORK SHARING WITH PARENTS YEAR 2 2.30pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 10.00am and       

6.00pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER WEST END SCHOOLS’ PANTOMIME IN 

SCHOOL—CINDERELLA! 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY - FOR DONATION 

TO THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTIES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER MAKING CHRISTINGLES IN SCHOOL -       

PARENTAL HELP NEEDED! 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER END OF TERM CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN    

ST. MARY’S CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am-10.00am 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER ACCOMPANY SANTA AND RUDOLPH 

AROUND DEER PARK 

TBC 6.00pm 

FRIDAY 5TH JANUARY 2018 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

MONDAY 8TH JANUARY SPRING TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

