“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 1 - 8th September 2017
Dear Families,

Our first week at St. Mary’s

A warm welcome to all our families whether
new to St. Mary's or returning after the
holidays. I hope you all had a restorative
break and are ready for the exciting term
ahead.
Our Reception children have already settled
in well. Indeed one was overheard to saying
to his mum that he loved it so much he was
going to come back again! St. Mary's prides
itself on its nurturing and supportive
approach to early years’ education so it's
wonderful to hear and see our children so
happy.
During the holidays we received the first-rate
news that St. Mary's academic results at Key
Stage 1 in reading, writing and maths were
all above local and national figures. It is
excellent to know that learning outcomes at
St. Mary's are good for all our children.
Moving forward, this year we have identified
three school development priories. Working
in partnership with you will be pivotal in
helping us to achieve our goals and today
your child will be bringing home a postcard
which outlines the three priorities. If you
would like any further details please just let
us know.
With kind regards,
Sarah Grier,
Headteacher

The children are settling into Reception and have been having lots of
fun exploring their new classroom.

Handwriting Workshop
Tuesday 12th September 9.00am
Please join Mrs. Grier in the hall on Tuesday morning for a
workshop on how we teach and practise handwriting at
St. Mary’s. This is a very useful session to enable you to be able to
help and support your child with handwriting at home.
We look forward to seeing you all there.
Our Mission Statement

St. Mary’s Infant school is committed to inspiring every child. We embed the Christian value of love across school life
because we believe that a child who feels loved, secure and happy is a learning child. We encourage our children to
achieve their potential, develop their talents, celebrate their uniqueness, and rejoice in their relationships with
others.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year One Dinosaur
Planet

Year Two - Street
Detectives

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be starting our phonics sessions next week and starting to learn how to write letters
in the cursive style. We will also be introducing reading books throughout the week so
please check book bags.
Maths - We will be counting items in sets ensuring we use one to one correspondence
(saying one number name for one item), matching written and spoken numerals and
understanding conservation of number (knowing that the amount remains the same no
matter how the items are arranged).
Topic - We will continue to play games and spend time in our key groups to help us continue
to make new friends and get to know one another.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be revising the letter sounds and their names and practising writing upper and
lower case letters. We will be listening to and commenting on dinosaur poems. In groups, we
will make up actions to these poems and perform them to the rest of the class. Your child has
been given a new yellow reading record, please could you help your child to change their
reading book in the morning?
Maths - We will be counting up to 20 objects (match number to object); estimate and count up
to 30 objects; count on and back and order numbers to 10; recognise domino/dice arrays
without counting; identify a number 1 more (next number in count).
Topic - In PE we will be moving like dinosaurs and performing these movements in front of others. We will look at
and handle fossils, identifying what they are and how they were formed. We will do rubbings of the fossils using
wax crayons and make imprints of them using salt dough. We will be creating prehistoric landscapes outside and
inside the classroom. Please note that PE is on Monday and Thursday.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be using the key text 'The Story Tree' retold by Hugh Lupton. We will listen to,
discuss and express views about the story, 'The Sweetest Song'. We will be revising Year 1
sounds and applying our knowledge of diagraphs, trigraphs, prefixes and suffixes.
Maths - We will be exploring number and place value to 100 and comparing pairs of
numbers. We will be sorting 2D shapes according to symmetry properties using Venn
diagrams.
Topic - We will be describing and comparing human and physical features in Witney and
other places in the world.
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Messages & Notices
Specialist French and Music Teaching
I am delighted to let you know that provision has been made for the autumn term for all children at St. Mary's to
receive specialist Music and French teaching from Miss Sophie Reynolds who joins us from Oxford High School.
Staffing at St. Mary's
The Reception Class team are Mrs. Wills (Teacher), Mrs. Hulme, Mrs. Goodman and Mrs. Lee (Teaching Assistants).
The Year 1 Class team are Miss Atkinson (Teacher), Mrs. Townsend and Mrs. Fox (Teaching Assistants).
The Year 2 Class team are Mrs. Knight and Mrs. Grier (Teachers), Mrs. Train and Mrs. Fox (Teaching Assistants).
Mrs. Patchett continues in her role as Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) and Pupil Premium Champion.
During the holidays I received notification from Mrs. East that she would be leaving St Mary's. We sincerely thank
Mrs. East for the service she has given the school and wish her every success in the future. The process will now
begin to appoint a new teacher and member of the school's leadership team.
Difficult Conversations
Very occasionally, we will need to speak to you regarding an aspect of your child’s behaviour. We realise that these
conversations are often sensitive so, should we need to speak to you at the end of the day, we will phone you in
advance to let you know.
Improving Communication - ’Parent Drop-Ins’
We are excited to announce our new ‘drop-in’ system. Every Monday between 3.00-3.30pm all staff will be available
for you to have a ‘drop-in’ conversation. This is an opportunity for you to share some exciting information from
home or to raise a concern in an informal way. We do recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient
day or time, so don’t worry, our usual appointment system is also still available should you wish to speak to your
child’s class teacher.
Reviewing SEN Pupil Profiles
If your child is on our SEN register and has a pupil profile, we will be setting aside time to review your child's targets
with you during the week beginning 2nd October.
Parents’ Meetings
Parents’ meetings will be taking place on Tuesday 10th October and Thursday 12th October. Light refreshments will
be served and a play area for siblings will be available. Further details regarding how to book an appointment will be
sent out shortly.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER

PARENT DROP-INS START

ALL

3.00-3.30pm

TUESDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER

HANDWRITING WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS

ALL

9.00am HALL

TUESDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER

VISIT TO ST. MARY’S CHURCH FOR WITNEY
FEAST

YEARS 1 & 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

PHONICS WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS

ALL

9.00am HALL

FRIDAY 6TH OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

ALL DAY

MONDAY 9TH OCTOBER

START OF MUSIC FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT

TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

3.00-5.30pm

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

5.00-7.30pm

FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER

COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY– INDIVIDUAL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN CHURCH

ALL

9.30am

FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER

END OF HALF TERM

ALL

2.55pm

MONDAY 30TH OCTOBER

TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.40am

PTA Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

