“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 9 – 9th November 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Today, I accompanied four children to the
Corn Exchange to see the mosaics created
by Witney Schools to commemorate the
end of World War 1. The exhibition was
stunning. A generation of children have
created something very special to
acknowledge the centenary. I would urge
you to pop along with your child to see the
collective work of the Witney Partnership
of Schools. Once the exhibition has
finished our plaque will be displayed in our
school hall as a lasting memorial.
On Sunday, two children from Year 2 and
myself will be joining the remembrance
parade as we recognise the sacrifices made
not just by the Armed Forces of the past,
but by today’s generation too. The children
and I will be laying a wreath on behalf of
the Witney Primary Schools. This is a great
privilege and I feel humble that we have
been selected to represent our primary
school community.
With best wishes,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

Reception
On Wednesday the children
showed lots of enthusiasm
when they learnt about the
Hindu festival of ’Diwali’.
They heard the story of
Rama and Sita and created
their own Rangoli patterns
using a variety of
resources.
Year One
What an exciting week we
have had. We had a letter
from The Jolly Postman,
celebrated Diwali, the Hindu
Festival of Light and designed
our own Rangoli patterns.
Then, on our WOW day, our
classroom became a Zoo as
Animate Animalia brought in a
range of exotic animals
including a skunk, tenrec,
pygmy hedgehog, chameleon
and a fabulous parrot.

Year Two
In Maths we have been learning
about the greater than and less
than symbols. > means more than
and < means less than. We used
pictures of crocodiles’ mouths to
help us understand the symbols.
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Reception - Why
do squirrels hide
their

Year One -

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

Year Two

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be making our own props and puppets to re-tell the story of ‘Hickory, Dickory
Dog’. We will also look at rhyming words and see if we can continue a rhyming string.
Maths - We will be focusing on counting up to 20 and reinforcing matching spoken numbers to
written numerals. We will be counting items into sets using one-to-one correspondence and
understanding conservation of number. We will also focus on number formation.
Topic - We will learn more about squirrels using information books and researching facts on a
computer. Following the visit from Amate Animalia, we will continue to learn about which
animals hibernate in winter.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We shall be reading ‘The Jolly Postman’ and focus on building a story mountain about
the book. We will think about the story settings and character descriptions.
Maths - We shall be exploring measure including length and weight using non-standard units.
How many footsteps long is the bench outside? How long is our hall? Can we compare
measure?
Topic - We will be finding out whose baby belongs to whom as we pair animals and name
them. We will be having a class discussion on what animal is our favourite and find out more
about it.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - Our spelling focus is contractions such as ‘I'm’ and ‘don't’. The children will learn that the apostrophe is in
place of an omitted letter and shortens the words. It would be helpful if you could point these words out when
reading with your child. We are continuing our work on ‘The Sweetest Song’. The children will be taking on the
roles of the Wolf and the Little Daughter and writing the story from a different point of view.
Maths - Add and subtract 10, 20 and 30 to any 2-digit number; Add and subtract 11,
21, 12 and 22 to any 2-digit number; Solve addition and subtractions by counting on
and back in 10s then in 1s; Solve addition and subtraction problems using concrete
and pictorial representations.
Topic - We will be learning about Captain Cook and other famous sea explorers. We will find out about key events
in his life and use maps of the world to plot his journeys.
The children are really enjoying our Land Ahoy topic at the moment and are very keen to show and tell things from
home. Please can I suggest that these things are saved until our homework sharing morning which is a
dedicated time for showing what the children have been learning and finding out at home.
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Messages & Notices
Teams4U - Shoeboxes for Christmas
Teams4U came and collected over 40 boxes to be sent across Eastern Europe. Thank you to everyone who filled and
donated to this cause. Please remember there will be a dedication service in the Methodist Church on Monday 12th
November at 6.00pm, which you may like to attend with your child.
Paws, Claws and Whiskers WOW Day with Amate Animalia - Thursday 8th November
The Year 1 and Reception children had a wonderful afternoon yesterday. Thank you very much for the donations of
towels, bedding, and blankets. The animals at Amate Animalia will be cosy and warm this winter.
Y3 Junior Admission: September 2019
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2019 to designated Junior
Schools. Please apply on-line at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions as this is the most secure way of applying but if
you cannot access the online process, there is a paper form.
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2019 and the National offer date is 16th April 2019. The
15th January closing date is extremely important, as late applications will not be considered until May 2019 (after the
first offers have been made). Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their
preferred schools.
Friends of St. Mary’s School
Please remember that the Friends of St. Mary’s School, known as FoSMS, have a Facebook group where they will
regularly post notices of events and reminders. You can request to become a member of this group (but not a
friend). Please visit their website to request membership or see any new updates. www.facebook.com/groups/
friendsofstmaryswitney

Christmas Card Orders
As a last reminder, today 9th November, is the deadline for placing orders with Art Projects for Schools. Please go to
www.apfsorders.co.uk to order your Christmas cards or wrapping paper with your child’s artwork printed on it.
FoSMS will receive commission on all orders placed so please support this! Thank you.
Children in Need Spotacular - Friday 16th November
Next Friday, 16th November, the children are invited to come into school wearing something spotty in aid of
Children in Need, in exchange for a £1 donation to this great charity. On Tuesday 13th November the children are
going to have a special visit from a certain yellow bear! We look forward to seeing the children dressed in their
spotty outfits. On Wednesday 14th November you can take your child to the High Street Methodist Church to meet
Pudsey from 3.30pm-4.30pm or 5.00pm-6.00pm. This is a free event, with refreshments and lots of fun.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 13TH NOVEMBER

PUDSEY BEAR VISIT

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER

STAY AND PLAY MORNING FOR
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS

FRIDAY 16TH NOVEMBER

CHILDREN IN NEED - SPOTACULAR!

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP AND COFFEE
MORNING

ALL WELCOME

9.00am

FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER

FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S SCHOOL MEETING

ALL WELCOME

9.00am

FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER

NON-UNIFORM DAY—IN EXCHANGE FOR
SWEETS JARS FOR CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER

DOLPHIN GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP
IN SESSION FOR PARENTS

RECEPTION-DOLPHIN
GROUP

2.00pm

WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

MEERKAT GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP RECEPTION-MEERKAT
IN SESSION FOR PARENTS
GROUP

2.00pm

THURSDAY 29TH NOVEMBER

PANDA GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP IN RECEPTION-PANDA
SESSION FOR PARENTS
GROUP

2.00pm

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL

TBC

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER

NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL

10.00am and 6.30pm

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

SAVE THE CHILDREN - CHRISTMAS JUMPER
DAY

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN
ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER

TERM ENDS

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

ALL

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2019

SPRING TERM STARTS

ALL

9.30am-11.00am

8.55am

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

