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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 8 – 2nd November 2018 

Dear Families, 
 
Welcome back, I hope you all had a lovely 
half term break. 
 
This week it was Year 1's turn to enjoy   
Forest School at Cogges Farm. The children 
had a wonderful time in the autumn      
sunshine, exploring the woods and       
drinking some warming hot chocolate. 
 
We were all impressed - and a little scared- 
by Year 2's 'Wow Day' pirates - many      
congratulations to the children and their 
parents for such brilliant and inventive  
costumes.  
 
The Governors at St. Mary's are very 
pleased to welcome a new Parent           
Governor, Rachel Morcombe (Sophie in 
Year 1's mum). Rachel is a teacher at     
Bartholomew School in Eynsham, and will 
bring considerable expertise in education 
to our Board.   
 
On the subject of Governors, we have      
vacancies for Community Governors too. 
Any individual can serve as a Community 
Governor other than a parent or a member 
of staff (as there are separate Governor 
roles for these groups). If you know anyone 
who might be willing to stand as a         
Community Governor, perhaps a friend, 
your parents or a work colleague, do let 
the office know.  
 
 

With best wishes,                                       
Kate Pengelly                                               
Chair of Governors 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception                               
To start our topic, we discussed 
the question ‘why do squirrels 
hide their nuts?’  We found out 
that there are no nuts growing in 
winter so there aren’t any for 
the squirrels to eat.  We made 
our own squirrels to go in our 
Woodland reading area. 
 

Year One                         
We have had an exciting 
first week back to school.  
We created  bonfire      
pictures using our 
handprints, and already 
everyone has come back 
working really hard.  
Thank you Year 1.  

Year Two                         
We had an amazing 
pirate day on 
Wednesday! Thank 
you for all the effort 
you put into the 
costumes. The     
children are now 
waiting to find out if 
they can join      
Captain Longbeard’s 
crew after he reads 
their letters.  
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - We will write about fireworks thinking about what noises they make and the colours 
we see. We will also be listening to the story ‘Hickory Dickory Dog’ and start to re-tell the story 
ourselves.  
 

Maths - We will be learning about 2D shapes; identifying circles, triangles, rectangles and 
squares and using mathematical language to describe the shapes. We will also revisit the days 
of the week. 
  

Topic - We will consider how to keep safe on Bonfire Night and remember to ask grown-ups to 
check bonfires for sleeping hedgehogs. We will also be learning about the festival of Diwali. 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be focusing on poetry and, using our senses, we will be writing our own   
bonfire poems. 
 

Maths - In maths we will be focusing on ordinal numbers and direction.  Who will come   
first in the race? 
 

Topic - To launch our new topic, ‘Paws Claws and Whiskers’ we will be having our WOW  
day on Thursday. We will be matching our animals with their babies.  How exciting!  
 
 
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will continue to read the story, ‘The Sweetest Song’. We will create freeze frames of certain parts of the 
story and say what each character is thinking. We will begin to write the story from the point of view of the wolf. 
Our spelling focus is ‘o’ making short ‘u’ sound like in ‘honey’ and ‘son’. 
 

Maths -  Know and use ordinal numbers; Understand that 2-digit numbers are 
made from some 10s and some 1s; Understand place value using 10p and 1p coins; 
Find and record all possible amounts using 10p and 1p coins; Find 10p more and 
10p less; Find 10 more and 10 less. 
 

Topic - We will start thinking about why God gave Jesus to the world in our RE lesson. On Wednesday we will be 
learning about Diwali. In Land Ahoy, we will be looking at boats and how they move, what materials they are made 
from, and looking at artist’s work of boats. We will then learn how to draw boats. 
  

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception - Why 

do squirrels hide 

their 

Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

Year Two  
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Messages & Notices 
 

Teams4U - Shoeboxes for Christmas 
In assembly on Tuesday 30th October the children learnt about the work of Teams4U in countries across eastern   
Europe.  They learnt about the simple task of wrapping and filling a shoebox with a few basic gifts and practical 
things such as toothpaste and toothbrushes and gloves as well as small toys, pencils and paper for children less    
fortunate than themselves. The boxes are then sent to orphanages, schools and villages across Romania, Belarus  
and Bosnia. Leaflets were sent home to let you know more about this worthy cause and what can be put in the          
shoeboxes.  Filled boxes should be returned to school by Friday 9th November for collection and there will be a    
dedication service in the Methodist Church on Monday 12th November at 6.00pm, which you may like to attend  
with your child.  Thank you for your support. 
 

After School Clubs 
All Clubs have restarted running for another 5 weeks.  Netball and Street Dance Clubs will finish in the week          
beginning 26th November.  Music Club and ABC Club will finish at the end of the following week (6th and 7th        
December respectively).  The new Christmas Craft Club starts next Wednesday 7th November and runs for 5 weeks.  
Places have been confirmed and payment of £12.50 is now due please.   
 

Witney Schools Partnership - WW1 Centenary Mosaic Project 
Our children recently took part in this project with local mosaic artist, Becky Paton.  On Friday 9th November we are 
taking 6 children to a preview of all the finished mosaic plaques before the display is open to the general public from 
Saturday 10th – Monday 12th November.  Please do try and go along to the Gallery Room in the Corn Exchange in 
Witney, and have a look at the wonderful work all the children in the Partnership have undertaken in                     
commemoration of the ending of World War One. 
 

Paws, Claws and Whiskers WOW Day with Amate Animalia - Thursday 8th November                                                                                                                       
On Thursday 8th November the Year 1 class will be enjoying their WOW day with local animal charity, Amate        
Animalia.  They are a local charity who rescue wild and exotic animals, large and small.  With the winter coming up 
they are always in desperate need of any towels, bedding, blankets or throws to keep the animals warm.  If you have 
anything suitable and would like to donate these to Amate Animalia, please bring them in on the Thursday morning 
as they would be very grateful. Thank you very much. 
 

Y3 Junior Admission: September 2019 
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2019 to designated Junior 
Schools. Please apply on-line at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions as this is the most secure way of applying but if 
you cannot access the online process, there is a paper form.  
 

Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2019 and the National offer date is 16th April 2019.  The 
15th January closing date is extremely important, as late applications will not be considered until May 2019 (after the 
first offers have been made).  Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their 
preferred schools.  
 

Children in Need Spotacular - Friday 16th November 
On Friday 16th November, the children are invited to come into school wearing something spotty in aid of Children 
in Need, in exchange for a £1 donation to this great charity.  On Tuesday 13th November the children are going to 
have a special visit from a certain yellow bear! We look forward to seeing the children dressed in their spotty outfits. 
On Wednesday 14th November you can take your child to the High Street Methodist Church to meet Pudsey from 
3.30pm-4.30pm or 5.00pm-6.00pm.  This is a free event, with refreshments and lots of fun.  Please see the poster 
sent to you via ParentMail with the Newsletter. 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

THURSDAY 8TH NOVEMBER YEAR 1 WOW DAY - AMATE ANIMALIA YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 9TH NOVEMBER TEAMS4U - SHOEBOX APPEAL COLLECTION ALL 9am SCHOOL OFFICE 

FRIDAY 9TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE FOR ORDERING CHRISTMAS 

CARDS/WRAPPING PAPER 

ALL  

WEDNESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER STAY AND PLAY MORNING FOR                

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 9.30am-11.00am 

FRIDAY 16TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED - SPOTACULAR! ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER COLLECTIVE WORSHIP AND COFFEE    

MORNING 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am 

FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER NON-UNIFORM DAY—IN EXCHANGE FOR 

SWEETS JARS FOR CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER DOLPHIN GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP 

IN SESSION FOR PARENTS 

RECEPTION-DOLPHIN 

GROUP 

2.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER MEERKAT GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP 

IN SESSION FOR PARENTS 

RECEPTION-MEERKAT 

GROUP 

2.00pm 

THURSDAY 29TH NOVEMBER PANDA GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP IN 

SESSION FOR PARENTS 

RECEPTION-PANDA 

GROUP 

2.00pm 

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL TBC 

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL 10.00am and 6.30pm 

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER SAVE THE CHILDREN - CHRISTMAS JUMPER 

DAY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN      

ST. MARY’S CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER TERM ENDS  ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED ALL  

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2019 SPRING TERM STARTS ALL 8.55am 

    

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

