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Dear Families, 
 
Thank you for joining us at our parent 
meetings.  I hope you found the              
opportunity to meet with your child’s class 
teacher helpful and informative.  Following 
on from requests in our parent survey last 
academic year, in December, we will be 
sending home a short report with specific 
next steps to support your child’s learning. 
 
Earlier this week we had a ‘Stay and Play 
Opening Morning’ for prospective parents.  
Our Year 2 children stepped up to the mark 
and, in pairs, toured our guests around the 
School and into the Reception class.  The 
feedback from prospective parents on 
their guides was a pleasure to hear and I 
warmly congratulate our Year 2 children on 
greeting our visitors with such confidence 
and speaking so eloquently about the 
school.   
 
Next Wednesday at 9.30am we will be   
celebrating our Harvest Festival at St. 
Mary’s Church and we look forward to  
welcoming you all.  It should be a joyous 
occasion and a wonderful chance to hear 
the children singing and giving thanks. 
 
 

With kind regards,                                       
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                               
The sun shone brightly for our autumn walk 
and we were able to collect leaves of        
different colours, shapes and sizes. As well 
as finding conkers the children thought they 
had found a dinosaur bone. Thank you to all 
the adult helpers who accompanied us on 
the day. 

Year One                         
Year 1 have made the most 
of the weather and took 
their learning outside this 
week drawing and labelling 
shapes as part of their 
maths lesson. 

Year Two                         
We programmed a bee-bot to 
move around a map of Witney. It 
was easy to get it to St Mary’s but 
a little bit trickier to get back to 
where we started. 
 

Harvest Festival 
 

Our Harvest Festival Service will be held in 

St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 17th   

October at 9.30am.  Everyone is welcome to come 

along.  The children are invited to bring in a donation 

of produce on Tuesday 16th. This should be a small 

item that they are able to carry to the church.   

Super Numbies Workshops                                                                                       
Tues 16th October & Wed 17th October 

2.30pm in the Hall  
 

Year 1 parents, please come along on 

the 16th October for a workshop on our Super Numbies. 

Then Year 2 parents are welcomed on Wednesday 17th.      

We look forward to seeing you all. 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - The children will learn to read the tricky words ‘the’ and ‘to’ and use phonic 
games to practise their segmenting and blending skills. They will write a simple sentence 
about our autumn walk.  
 

Maths - The children will be exploring length and height and using language associated 
with comparing and measuring, such as shorter, shortest, longer, longest. Through play 
the children will explore capacities of different containers and use the language of 
‘empty’, ‘half full’ and ‘full’.  
 

Topic - We will revisit how we can be a kind friend and the different things friends like to do together.                       
We look forward to our teddy bear’s picnic and our special story time. Remember to bring a teddy                          
bear (sensible size please!) on Thursday.   

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be continuing to focus on sentence construction including using adjectives to 
describe a noun and make our very own poem.   
 

Maths - In maths we review our learning this term and will focus on measure to make           
dinosaur biscuits.  
 

Topic - We will review what we have learnt about dinosaurs and add detail to finish our 
wonderful fossil pictures.  What a fun and busy last week of term it will be! 
 
 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - Our spelling focus for next week is phase 2 – 5 high frequency words, days of the 
week and months of the year.  
 

Maths -  We will be assessing this term’s learning and finding out all about Y2 Super Numbies.  
 

Topic - Monday will be our last Forest School session this year. We will be practising our 
poem for Harvest.  A copy of it is in your child’s book bag and it would be helpful if you could 
please support your child in learning the words. We will be  sharing our homework on        
Thursday.  
 
 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  
Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          
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Messages & Notices 
Parents’ Meetings - Tuesday 9th October and Thursday 11th October 
Feedback forms were handed out at the Parents’ Meetings this week.  We would be very grateful if you could find 
the time to complete one and return it to the school office.  Many thanks. 
 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
We are delighted to have received 3 expressions of interest in this role.  You will have received a letter and voting 
slip regarding the parents who have registered their interest.  Please put your voting slip in the ballot box in the 
school office by  3.00pm on Thursday 18th October.  Every parent in school is entitled to a vote so if you need any 
more voting slips, please collect one from the office.  Thank you very much. 
 

Rags2Riches 
Thank you to everyone who brought in bags for collection on Wednesday.  We sent off about 50 bags and the FoSMS 
will receive the funds raised to help us buy new resources for the children.  We think this will have raised about £80. 
 
Full Governing Body Meetings 

Please note the following dates for your information: 
 

Tuesday 6th November, 2018  Tuesday 11th December, 2018 

Tuesday 26th February, 2019  Tuesday 3rd April, 2019 

Tuesday 21st May, 2019  Wednesday 26th June, 2019 

Tuesday 16th July, 2019   
 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations - 3rd December, 2018 

The School Nurses Team are coming in to administer the Nasal Flu Vaccinations in early December.  However, the 

forms which have recently been sent home need to be returned to school for them to collect by Tuesday 16th       

October at the latest  Please return them to the school office.  Thank you. 
 

After School Provision 
As part of our parent survey in May 2018, some families shared with us that they were interested in an after school 
care facility.  We have looked in to this but unfortunately, at this time, the project is not viable. We will continue to 
review this option but in the meantime The Farmhouse have let us know that they prioritise after school places for 
St. Mary’s children. 
 

Oxford Brookes Research Project on Movement and Handwriting Assessments  
Mr Hazel is involved in a pilot project to update movement and handwriting assessments which are used nationally 
to assess general motor skills. The current test is out of date and Brookes University have asked Mr Hazel (a research 
assistant) if he could work with some children to assess the suitability of the tasks.  All information is confidential 
and no personal details will be used. 
 

If you would like more information or have any concerns if your child is involved in the project please let the office 
know. 
 

Goodbye to Mrs. McNally 
Today we are sadly saying a fond farewell to Mrs McNally, who has been working at St. Mary’s Infants for over the 
past 4 years as a Senior Lunchtime Assistant.  The children are all very familiar with Mrs McNally as she supports 
them during lunchtime and play activities. She is going to be moving on to support older children at the Witney and 
Abingdon College and we wish her all the very best in her new position.  Our supportive Teaching Assistants will 
oversee lunchtimes with our current lunchtime staff. 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER BEDTIME STORIES - SIBLINGS WELCOME 

WITH AN ACCOMPANYING ADULT 

ALL YEARS 5.30-6.30pm 

TUESDAY 16TH OCTOBER SUPERNUMBIES WORKSHOP YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.30pm 

TUESDAY 16TH OCTOBER HOUSE TREAT - TEAM GAMES WINNING HOUSE IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30-10.20am 

WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER SUPERNUMBIES WORKSHOP YEAR 2 PARENTS 2.30pm 

THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER TEDDY BEARS PICNIC AND STORY TIME - 

SIBLINGS WELCOME WITH AN ADULT 

RECEPTION 2.15pm 

THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER END OF HALF TERM  2.55pm 

FRIDAY 19TH OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED   

MONDAY 29TH OCTOBER TERM RESTARTS  8.55am 

TUESDAY 30TH OCTOBER TEAMS4U ASSEMBLY FOR CHILDREN 

ABOUT CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 9TH NOVEMBER TEAMS4U - SHOEBOX APPEAL COLLECTION ALL 9am SCHOOL OFFICE 

FRIDAY 9TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE FOR ORDERING CHRISTMAS 

CARDS 

ALL  

FRIDAY 16TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER NON-UNIFORM DAY—IN EXCHANGE FOR 

SWEETS JARS FOR CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL TBC 

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

 10.00am and 6.30pm 

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN ST. 

MARY’S CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER TERM ENDS  ALL 1.15pm 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

