
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 36 – 13th July 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

This week Miss Reynolds held the Year 2 
‘open music lesson’. It was a chance for 
families to see the wonderful music         
teaching that goes on in our school and to 
join in with some of the vocal warm up 
exercises.  The children demonstrated their 
love of music by singing with great         
enthusiasm and very smiley faces.  Next 
week, on the 18th July, Year 1 families are    
invited to come along at 2.20pm.  Siblings 
are very welcome. 
 

On Tuesday, we were joined by several 
parents who helped us to prepare for    
Saturday’s Witney Carnival.  The carnival 
theme is ‘Once upon a time...’ and we are 
entering as characters from Peter Pan. The 
children helped to create their own        
costumes as the ‘lost boys’ and there was a 
lot of excitement as a shopping trolley was 
transformed into a crocodile.  We are all 
looking forward to taking part in the      
parade so do please keep a look out for us 
and give us a cheery wave as we process 
our way through the town! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With kind regards,    
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                               
We had a look at ‘The 

Snail’ by the artist 

Matisse. We then      

created our own   

versions. 

Year One                         
The children enjoyed 
learning about inverse 
operations in maths. 
We played a game 
where half the class 
had an addition      
number sentence and 
the other half a        
subtraction sentence. 
Then it was a race 
against time to find our 
partner!  Year Two              

This week we have 

been finding out 

about the different 

parts of the body. 

The children were 

given a 10-minute 

challenge to draw 

around one member 

of their group and 

then draw on as 

many body parts as 

they could before the 

time ran out.    
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will complete our ‘Snail Trail’ writing and during independent learning time, we will                                       
have a go at writing our own story about our favourite mini-beast.  
 

Maths - We will revisit our work on estimating and have an ‘estimation station’. Different 
sized containers will be filled with a variety of objects, then we will make sensible guesses  
as to how many objects are in the containers.  
 

Topic - We will compare our favourite mini-beasts and consider which insects we have been 
able to find in our garden.  
 

We will be taking part in our first sports day and there are a couple of surprise activities planned too.  

 

 

Reception - Why do       

ladybirds have spots?  
Year Two -   

Towers, Tunnels 

& Turrets 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be continuing to practise our key words and we will be completing reading assessments.               
We will also be producing an independent piece of writing on a London theme.    
 

Maths  -  We will be assessing this term’s learning. Please remember that Super Numbies has 
now finished for Year One.   
 

Topic - It is our homework sharing morning on Thursday and on Friday we will 
be visiting the Synagogue and having lunch in University Parks.  It is Sports Day practice on   
Monday and Sports Day on Tuesday. We will also be taking part in a house skipping competition.      
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be using the internet to find out who Isambard Kingdom Brunel was and what he did.  
 

Maths - We will be assessing this term’s learning. 
 

Topic - We will  be celebrating this term’s learning with homework sharing on Thursday morning.  
 

PE: Next week we will be going sports crazy! We will be practising for sports day on Monday        

followed by the actual event on Tuesday. On Wednesday, we will be having a whole morning of   

cricket taught by a cricket expert. On Thursday, we will be holding our skipping competition to see 

who can do the most skips using a skipping rope. Finally, on Friday, we will be using beams and    

benches to traverse treacherous chasms, with the added danger of a hungry troll ready to gobble up 

anyone who falls off! 

 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Year One - 

Bright 

Lights,   

Big City 
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Messages & Notices 
E-Safety Update 
With the summer holidays just around the corner, children are looking forward to having more free time. For some, 
this will be spent using the internet to play their favourite games. If you’re looking for more information about 
setting parental controls and guarding against online abuse, these websites offer useful advice and help for all ages: 
 

 www.childnet.com 
 www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe 
 www.net-aware.org.uk 
 www.parentzone.org.uk 
 www.internetmatters.org 
 www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre 
 

Don’t forget, you can also go into any O2 store, even if you’re not an O2 customer, and speak with an O2 Guru. O2 
Gurus can give you free advice and help to set up parent controls on any electronic device. 
 

Sports Week - 16th-20th July 
Please remember that all children need to have trainers for outdoor PE and they will also need PE kits and water 
bottles in school for our sports week which is 16th-20th July.  On Wednesday 18th July the Year 2s will be enjoying a 
cricket session in the morning with George Setterfield from Oxfordshire Cricket.                                                              

Full Governing Body Meetings                                                                                                                                                     
The Full Governing Body Meetings for 2018/2019 are as follows (all meetings will start at 7pm): 

Wednesday 26th September 2018  Tuesday 6th November 2018 

Tuesday 11th December 2018   Tuesday 26th February 2019 

Wednesday 3rd April 2019   Tuesday 21st May 2019 

Wednesday 26th June 2019   Tuesday 16th July 2019 (6pm with staff) 
 

Leavers’ Service - Wednesday 25th July at 9.30am 
We invite all our families to join us at our Leavers’ Service at St. Mary’s Church.  This special occasion celebrates our 
Year 2 children, reflects on their time at St. Mary’s and brings to a close our academic year.  We will reserve the first 
3 rows of chairs at the Church specifically for Year 2 parents.  We look forward to welcoming you to the service.    

Sports Day - Tuesday 17th July at 9.30am                                                                                                                             
At the moment the weather forecast is looking good for next Tuesday morning for us to hold our Sports Day on 

Church Green.  Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school on Monday 16th July for a practice and on 
Tuesday morning they can come to school ready dressed in their PE kit.   

They must have suitable footwear (trainers not school shoes) along with their water bottle and sun hat.  Sun 
cream should be applied to your child before they come in to school.  They will not need their uniform that day.  
Please come and cheer along your child as they tackle obstacle  courses and races. 

If any parents are available to help us set up on the Tuesday morning from 8.00am for half an hour it would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please let the office know if you can spare some time. 

END OF YEAR REPORTS 
 

Your child’s report will be ready for collection on Friday 20th July at the end of the day.  Please note that we 
will not be able to hand out any reports to anyone other than a parent.  If a member of your family or 
childminder collects your child we will not hand them the report.  Please can you ensure you can come in to 
the school office at some point before the end of term to collect it.  Many thanks. 

https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://parentzone.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

SATURDAY 14TH JULY WITNEY CARNIVAL  MORNING 

MONDAY 16TH JULY YEAR 2 POETRY RECITAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 16TH JULY SPORTS DAY PRACTICE ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 17TH JULY SPORTS DAY ON CHURCH GREEN ALL WELCOME 9.30am START 

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY  YEAR 2 CRICKET SESSION YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY YEAR 1 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR 

PARENTS 

YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.20-2.45pm 

THURSDAY 19TH JULY READING DOG ‘BOBI’ IN ASSEMBLY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 19TH JULY YEAR 1 AND 2 HOMEWORK SHARING YEARS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 19TH JULY SPORTS DAY RESERVE - IN CASE OF BAD   

FRIDAY 20TH JULY YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE SYNAGOGUE IN      YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH  9.30-10.20am 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY EARLY LUNCH & END OF ACADEMIC YEAR ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

    

    

    

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

