“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 35 – 6th July 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Just a reminder to take a regular look at
our website’s ‘latest news’ section to keep
up to date with all the wonderful things
that have been happening at St. Mary’s.
Most recently there is an article about
Reception’s visit to Henry Box to take part
in Early Years Athletics and last week’s
‘explosive’ Year 1 workshop linked to The
Great Fire of London.
In this week’s newsletter there is a report
on our parent survey and how we have
responded to your suggestions. Your views
are very important to us so please do
continue to let us know what we are doing
well and how we can become even better.
Finally, Saturday 14th July is the Witney
Carnival and St. Mary’s will be taking part
dressed as characters from Peter Pan! If
your child would like to join us as part of
the opening parade please look out for the
letter with more information in your child’s
book bag. We’d be delighted for them to
join us.

Reception
We had to really concentrate
when making our own spider
webs this week. We had to cut
out the middle of the plate, and
then use a hole-punch to put the
holes in, next we had to thread
the wool through the holes to
create a pattern. We were very
proud of the end results; come
and see them in the classroom.
Year One
We have been learning
about the Great Fire of
London. We pretended to
be Samuel Pepys and
wrote diary entries about
the event. We had to
make sure that we used
an ‘and’ in our sentences
to help us describe what
we saw, felt and heard in
London in 1666.

With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

Year Two
This week we have been
finding out about the different
features of castles. We then
planned out and created our
own junk model castles which
had to include some of the
features of real castles.
Open Music Lessons

Miss Reynolds is hosting open music lessons this month. Parents are invited to come and see how their children’s
music lessons are conducted and enjoy some singing. Year 2 will have theirs next Wednesday 11th July at 2.20pm
until 2.45pm and Year 1 on the 18th July at the same time.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why do
ladybirds have spots?

Year One Bright
Lights,
Big City

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...
Year Two—
Towers, Tunnels
& Turrets

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will read the story ‘Snail Trail’ and then create our own stories using positional language.
For example, ‘In the morning the snail went over the grass. Next he went up the wall and
then he was on the top.’
Maths - We will revisit our work on partitioning numbers 5, 6 and 10. We will split sets of
objects into two groups to help us to find all the pairs of numbers that total 5, 6 and 10. We
will write the matching number sentences too.
Topic - Next week we will look at ‘snails’. We will use books and the internet to learn facts
about snails and think about how they move around and consider if we see snails all the time or if the snails prefer
to come out in particular weather. We will also look at ‘Snail’ by Matisse and have a go at making our own versions.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will read the story ‘The Town Mouse’ and ‘The Country Mouse’ and look at the disadvantages
and advantages of both locations. We will write arguments to persuade people to live in the
countryside or the city. We will be revising the spelling of Year One Key Words; please see the
sheet in book bags if you wish to practise over the weekend.
Maths - We will use number facts to add and subtract 1-digit numbers to and from 2-digit
numbers. We will create block graphs after comparing lengths of books in the classroom. Please
note that next Friday will be our last Super Numbies.
Topic - We will identify the features of the countryside and of the city. In RE we will learn about why some Jewish
people celebrate Hannukah and discuss whether this helps them feel closer to God. We will also be practising for
our Sports Day.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be continuing to read ‘There’s some sky in this pie’ and we will be mapping out the key settings in
the story. The children will then use extracts from the story to highlight language used to describe the
setting in order to create backdrops which can be used for a retelling of the story using puppets.
Maths - This week we will be learning about temperature through reading thermometers. We will be
investigating body temperature and using the results to create a bar chart and writing questions for
others to answer based on the chart. Please note that next Friday will be our last Super Numbies.
Topic - We will be listening to the true story of the World War 2 ‘great escape’ made by allied
soldiers. We will learning about the 3 tunnels known as Tom, Dick and Harry and how the men dug
and disposed of the earth from the tunnels in order to escape.
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Messages & Notices
Welcome Meetings - Current Reception and Year 1 Parents
On Wednesday 11th July at 6.00pm-7.00pm, we would like to invite all parents of those children who will be in Years
1 and 2 in September (so our current Reception class and Year 1 parents) to a Welcome Meeting. We will meet in
the school hall for a short introduction and then move to the respective classrooms for a talk by the class teachers.
Refreshments will be served beforehand and there will be the chance to purchase second-hand uniform.
Schools in Bloom
A big thank you to Mrs. Grant for kindly taking on our wheelbarrow project. Children from Year 1 helped her plant
and set up the wheelbarrow depicting The Three Little Pigs. It is on display in the top playground so please have a
look before it is collected next week for display on The Leys at the Witney Carnival.
Reading at Home
Please remember that the we have created a ‘Reading at Home Book-Talk Guide’ - please click here to access it
online via our website. Paper copies are also available from the office. We hope you will find it useful but if you
have any questions, please let us know.
Homeroom
Apologies to our Year 1 families who have not been able to access Homeroom for the past few weeks. It is now up
and running so please take a look at our learning.
Sports Week - 16th-20th July
Please remember that all children need to have trainers for outdoor PE and they will also need PE kits and water
bottles in school for our sports week which is 16th-20th July.

Year 2 Cricket - Wednesday 18th July
On Wednesday 18th July, our Year 2s will be enjoying a cricket session in the morning with George Setterfield from
Oxfordshire Cricket.
Tag Rugby
A big thank you to Sam Lee who has done a great job teaching tag rugby skills during an after school club. He has
definitely created a love of rugby at St. Mary’s and has provided us with an opportunity to spot a few future rugby
stars!

Sports Day - Tuesday 17th July at 9.30am
This year we are hoping the weather will be fine on Tuesday 17th July for us to hold our annual Sports Day on
Church Green. Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day as we will be practising the various
races over the next few weeks.
On Tuesday 17th July, please send your child in to school in their PE kit with suitable footwear (trainers) along
with their water bottle and sun hat. Sun cream should be applied to your child before they come in to school.
They will not need their uniform that day. Please come and cheer along your child as they tackle obstacle courses and races.
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General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018
We collect and use pupil and parent/carer information under the General Data Protection Regulations
(GDPR) 2018. Some of this information is collected and used because it is required to carry out the task of
educating and ensuring the welfare of our pupils, and some information is to help pupils with additional
special needs and requirements to offer the best possible support and resources to them during their time in
our school.
Whilst most of the information is mandatory, some of it is provided to us on a voluntary basis. To comply
with GDPR, we will inform you how we will use this voluntary information. Your child brought home a form
in their bookbag which is valid for the period your child attends this school and your consent will
automatically expire after this time. If you are not happy for us to use information in the ways we listed on
the form, we will accommodate your preferences.
Please complete the form and sign it and return it to the school office by Friday 6th July, 2018. Thank you
for your help with this.

Parent Survey Feedback – We’re listening!
Thank-you to everyone who completed the parent survey we sent out during May. Our response rate was an
amazing 91%.
Staff and governors were really encouraged by the results and are already using the feedback to help shape
improvement priorities for next year.
Some headlines were:
 97% of respondents would recommend St. Mary’s to another parent.
 92% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that their child makes good progress at St. Mary’s.
 91% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that Christian values are nurtured by our school.
 99% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that their children are happy at St. Mary’s.
Next Steps
As a result of your feedback, take a look to see the improvements we will be making in the forthcoming academic
year.

You said . . .
More opportunities for outdoor
learning please

We did . . .
We’re on it and already talking to local groups to develop a ‘forest
schools’ approach to outdoor learning.
We have listened carefully to your suggestions. Next autumn, spring
We’d like more information on our
and summer terms we will provide information on your child’s
child’s progress
attainment and their next steps.
We’re struggling with the time
We understand. In response we have extended our morning opening
frame in the mornings if we have
time to between 8.40am to 8.55am. Registration will be at 9.00am.
multiple drops
It would really help to have an after
We are trying hard to work out if we can manage this and will keep
school care option for working
you updated.
parents
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 10TH JULY

CARNIVAL PREPARATION AFTERNOON

ALL HELP WELCOME

1.15pm-2.45pm

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

YEAR 2 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR
PARENTS

YEAR 2 PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

NEW YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS’
MEETING (MOVING UP)

CURRENT RECEPTION
AND YEAR 1 PARENTS

6.00-7.00pm

SATURDAY 14TH JULY

WITNEY CARNIVAL

MONDAY 16TH JULY

YEAR 2 POETRY RECITAL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 17TH JULY

SPORTS DAY ON CHURCH GREEN

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY

YEAR 1 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR
PARENTS

YEAR 1 PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY

YEAR 2 CRICKET SESSION

THURSDAY 19TH JULY

YEAR 1 AND 2 HOMEWORK SHARING

THURSDAY 19TH JULY

SPORTS DAY RESERVE - IN CASE OF BAD
WEATHER ON 17TH JULY

FRIDAY 20TH JULY

YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE SYNAGOGUE IN
OXFORD

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

EARLY LUNCH & END OF ACADEMIC YEAR

MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER

TERM RESTARTS

MORNING

IN SCHOOL TIME
YEARS 1 & 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME
9.30-10.20am

ALL

1.15pm

ALL

8.40am

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

