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Dear Families, 
 

Thank you to all our families who             
responded to our recent parent survey.  
We had a fantastic response rate with 91% 
of families sharing their views on what we 
are doing well and what we can do even 
better.  In next week’s newsletter there 
will be a full report on the survey with the 
actions the school is taking following your 
helpful comments. Just to give you a 
glimpse into the report, two encouraging 
‘headlines’ are: 
 

 97% of families would recommend the 
school to another parent; 

 99% of families say that their child is 
happy at St. Mary’s. 
 

The hot weather this week has been a  
challenge for us all and I wanted to        
reassure you that we have put in extra 
measures to help the children stay out of 
the mid-day sun. At lunchtimes we have 
been operating a ‘cool’ classroom which 
the children can freely access to have some 
respite from the heat of the playground.  
The weather is set to remain hot into next 
week so please ensure that your child has 
sun cream applied before they come to 
school, a sunhat and a full water bottle. 
 

Next Wednesday is our transition day 
where the children ‘move up to their new 
classes’.  This is an exciting day for all our 
children but particularly our Year 2s who 
will be heading straight to their new 
school.  We know they will receive a warm 
welcome from Mr. Payne, the staff and  
children of The Batt School.  
 

With kind regards,    
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                               
There was lots of excitement on 
Monday when the butterflies 
started to hatch out of their       
cocoons. We gave them a couple 
of days for their wings to dry and 
strengthen and then it was time 
to release them into the garden. 
It was very exciting watching 
them fly straight to the flowers 
but a little sad at the same time. 

Year One                         
Ian from Science Oxford 
needed a willing and brave 
volunteer to sit under a   
balloon filled with water 
whilst he held a flame below 
it! Luckily for Hannah, the 
water inside the balloon 
cooled the heat of the flame 
so that the balloon didn’t 
pop. 

Year Two              

This week we have been   
recreating the picture ‘Castle 
and Sun’ by Paul Klee. The 
children used rulers and 
different 2D shapes to create 
the towers of the castle and 
then coloured them in using 
bright colours.   
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will read the story ‘The Diary of a Spider’ and discuss all the different things the spider                               
did and look at the different dates in the diary. We will then think about our favourite day of 
the week and write a diary entry of our own describing what we do on that day. 
 

Maths - We will explore measures: lengths, weights and capacities. As well as directly     
comparing items, we will also use uniform non-standard units to measure the weight, length 
and capacity of different items.  

Topic - Next week we will investigate spiders. We will use books and the internet to learn 
facts about spiders and how they spin their webs. We will have a go at making our own spider’s web                                 
and see if we can spot any webs in the garden.  
 

 

 

Reception - Why do       

ladybirds have spots?  
Year Two—

Towers, Tunnels 

& Turrets 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will read, order and write instructions for making bread. We will write recounts                                            
of the Great Fire of London.  
 

Maths  -  Use number facts to add and subtract 1-digit numbers to and from 2-digit        
numbers; find change from 10p and from 20p. 
 

Topic - We will be making bread rolls like the ones made in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on 
Pudding Lane. We will make a timeline of the events of the Great Fire of London. 
 

 
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - Next week, we will be continuing to read the story ‘There’s some sky in this pie’ by Joan Aiken.                   
We will be role-playing the dilemma between the old man, the old woman and the elephant then 
writing either an invitation or a letter of rejection to the elephant depending on what we think is the 
best solution to the dilemma.     
 

Maths - Next week we will be continuing to focus on multiplication and apply our knowledge to open 
ended investigations with a focus on how to work systematically.  

Topic - Next week, we will be investigating the different parts of a castle then using junk modelling 
to create our own replica castles which include some of the historical features.  
 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Year One - 

Bright 

Lights,   

Big City 
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Messages & Notices 
Year 2 Transition Day to The Batt School                  
On Wednesday 4th July, the Year 2 children will be visiting The Batt School in readiness for September.  Please take 
your child directly to The Batt School where they will be met by the Headteacher, Mr. Payne, in the playground.  The   
children need to arrive by 8.50am.  Hot school lunches will be available at The Batt School or the children can take 
their own packed lunches.  One of our lunchtime supervisors will be going to The Batt at 12.00-1.00pm so the       
children have a familiar face in the playground.  They will then be collected by St. Mary’s staff after lunch and 
brought back to school for collection at the end of the day.  If you have any questions, please ask the school office.  

Reception and Year 1 Transfer to New Classrooms                            
The Reception and Year 1 children will also be visiting their classrooms for September on Wednesday 4th July.  

Welcome Meetings - Current Reception and Year 1 Parents                                    
On Wednesday 11th July at 6.00pm-7.00pm, we would like to invite all parents of those children who will be in Years 
1 and 2 in September (so our current Reception class and Year 1 parents) to a Welcome Meeting.  We will meet in 
the school hall for a short introduction and then move to the respective classrooms for a talk by the class teachers.  
Refreshments will be served beforehand and there will be the chance to purchase second-hand uniform.   

Open Music Lessons                                             
In July Miss Reynolds will be hosting 3 open music lessons.  Parents are invited to come and see how their children’s 
music lessons are conducted and enjoy some singing.  The first session for the Reception class parents is this 
Wednesday 4th July at 2.20pm-2.45pm.  Year 2 will then be on next Wednesday 11th July at the same time and 
finally Year 1 on the 18th July.   

Schools in Bloom                                     
We are entering the Schools in Bloom challenge again this year and our display is to being collected on 12th July but 
we need to start planting it and have a portfolio by Friday 6th July.  We have not had any offers of help and so are      
desperate for any green-fingered help planting up the wheel barrow with plants and flowers which will be displayed 
at The Leys during the Carnival.  We have the wheel barrow, compost and a £50 voucher to use to create our entry.  
If anyone is particularly interested in gardening and would be willing to help us we would love to hear from you. 

Reading at Home  
Please remember that the we have created a ‘Reading at Home Book-Talk Guide’ - please click here to access it 
online via our website.  Paper copies are also available from the office.  We hope you will find it useful but if you 
have any questions, please let us know.  

Science Oxford with Year 1 
The Year 1 class enjoyed a session with Science Oxford yesterday morning, exploring The Great Fire of London.  This 
was kindly fully funded by FoSMS - thank you very much. 
 

 

Sports Day - Tuesday 17th July at 9.30am   

This year we are hoping the weather will be fine on Tuesday 17th July for us to hold our annual Sports Day 
on Church Green.  Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day as we will be practising the 
various races over the next few weeks.   

On Tuesday 17th July, please send your child in to school in their PE kit with suitable footwear (trainers) 
along with their water bottle and sun hat.  Sun cream should be applied to your child before they come in to 
school.  They will not need their uniform that day.  Please come and cheer along your child as they tackle 
obstacle courses and races. 

http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/Reading_At_Home_Book-Talk_Questions_for_Parents.pdf
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General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018 

 
We collect and use pupil and parent/carer information under the General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR) 2018. Some of this information is collected and used because it is required to carry out the task of 
educating and ensuring the welfare of our pupils, and some information is to help pupils with additional  
special needs and requirements to offer the best possible support and resources to them during their time in 
our school.  
 
Whilst most of the information is mandatory, some of it is provided to us on a voluntary basis. To comply 
with GDPR, we will inform you how we will use this voluntary information. Your child will be bringing home a 
form in their bookbag which is valid for the period your child attends this school and your consent will      
automatically expire after this time. If you are not happy for us to use information in the ways we listed on 
the form, we will accommodate your preferences.  
 
Please complete the form and sign it and return it to the school office by Friday 6th July, 2018.  Thank you 
for your help with this. 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 2ND JULY YEAR 2 VISIT TO THE BATT YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY TRANSITION DAY ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY RECEPTION CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON 

FOR PARENTS 

RECEPTION PARENTS 2.20-2.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY YEAR 2 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR 

PARENTS 

YEAR 2 PARENTS 2.20-2.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY NEW YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS’    

MEETING (MOVING UP) 

CURRENT RECEPTION 

AND YEAR 1 PARENTS 

6.00-7.00pm 

SATURDAY 14TH JULY WITNEY CARNIVAL  MORNING 

MONDAY 16TH JULY YEAR 2 POETRY RECITAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 17TH JULY SPORTS DAY ON CHURCH GREEN ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY YEAR 1 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR 

PARENTS 

YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.20-2.45pm 

THURSDAY 19TH JULY YEAR 1 AND 2 HOMEWORK SHARING YEARS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 19TH JULY SPORTS DAY RESERVE - IN CASE OF BAD 

WEATHER ON 17TH JULY 

  

FRIDAY 20TH JULY YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE SYNAGOGUE IN      

OXFORD 

YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH  9.30-10.20am 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY EARLY LUNCH & END OF ACADEMIC YEAR ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

    

    

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

