“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 32 – 14th June 2019
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Here at St. Mary’s we are proud of the rich
curriculum that supports our children’s
learning. From the core subjects, to forest
school, French, swimming and music the
children are provided with an extensive
range of experiences that nurture their
talents and interests. Indeed, Ofsted
highlighted this as a strength of the school
during their visit in November.
Moving into the next academic year, I am
delighted to announce that our curriculum
will be further enhanced with our Year 2
children taking part in The Prince William
‘Pioneer’ Award. This exciting project will
take place weekly and be led and delivered
by a trained instructor. It will offer our
children the opportunity to develop their
personal skills including self-belief, team
work, kindness and courage. HRH Prince
William has commented that the award
aims to,
‘… develop children’s personal skills and
equip children with resilience. It dares
children to be their best selves.’
To find out more about the award and its
ethos and values click here.

Reception
Anastasia brought in a wasp’s
nest to show everybody. We
were amazed at the detail and
patterns that the wasps had
created.

Year One
Year one were busy
mathematicians this
week investigating a
‘hunt the hundred
square’ on ICT games
using place value to
solve number
problems. What fun!

Year Two

Next Tuesday we will be holding a
transition meeting for our current
Reception and Year 1 families. The
meeting will be an opportunity for you to
meet your child’s new class teacher and
hear about next year’s learning. We do
hope you will be able to join us.

We have been
learning about
famous towers this
week as part of our
topic. We worked
with a partner to
make a tower
which had to be
taller than a ruler,
hollow and stable.

With best wishes,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why do
ladybirds have spots?

Year One Bright
Lights,
Big City

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...
Year Two Towers, Tunnels
& Turrets

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be looking at a new book, ‘Yucky Worms’ by Vivian French. We will look
closely at some of the pictures and answer questions related to those pictures. We will also
consider if at this stage we think worms are ‘yucky’ or not.
Maths - We will be revisiting our work on coins; naming, describing and ordering coins
according to their value. We will make small amounts of money and make the value of one
coin using other coins e.g. 5p could be 2p + 2p + 1p or 10p could be 5p + 5p.
Topic - Linking into our literacy work, we will consider where would be the best place to look
for worms in our garden and then hopefully find some worms. We will also start to complete our own
research about worms.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will focus on the structure of ‘The Town Mouse and The Country Mouse’ by Aesop and use the story
mountain to look at the beginning, build up, problem, resolution and ending of this traditional tale. The children will
use questioning to develop their understanding of the characters’ feelings and the problems
they faced.
Maths - We will revisiting multiplication by grouping into ‘lots of’ the same amount to solve
number problems.
Topic - We will write our factfile on Samuel Pepys and then watch the ‘Magic Grandad’ DVD
to transport ourselves back in time to 1666, the time of ‘The Great Fire of London’. We will
learn what happened and sequence the events that took place on that fateful evening.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will become familiar with different versions of the story, ‘Rapunzel’ by the Grimm
Brothers. We will be sequencing the story, acting it out and writing diary entries. Please could I
remind you about poetry sharing on Friday 12th July; the sheet went home in book bags last week.
Maths - We will be subtracting 2-digit numbers by counting back in tens and ones and adding two
2-digit numbers by counting in 10s, then adding 1s. Please remember that Super Numbies has
restarted and we will be testing the children every Friday.
Topic - We will evaluate our towers that we made this week to see if they meet our criteria. We will build tunnels
using different materials. In RE, we will begin to think about our key question: What is the best way for people to
show commitment to God?
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Messages & Notices
Bake Off!
So the cake sales have been baked, donated and eaten and the monies counted. We are pleased to be able to
announce that the Reception class have won with £118.50 followed by the Year Twos with £100.10 and the Year
Ones with £91.26! Thank you very much to everyone who has supported the cake sales and to FoSMS for organising
them and donating the £50 prize. Mrs. Wills will let us know what she and her class decide to spend it on.
Rags2Riches Collection - Monday 17th June 9.00am
The Rags2Riches bags will be collected from school on Monday 17th June. Please can you drop off your bags to
school before 9.00am. Many thanks for your support with this.

Year 2 Transition Day to The Batt School - Wednesday 3rd July
On Wednesday 3rd July, the Year 2 children will be visiting their new classrooms for September at The Batt School.
Please take your child directly to The Batt School where they will be met by the Headteacher, Mr. Payne, in the
playground. The children need to arrive by 8.50am. For those children attending our Breakfast Club, we will walk
them over to The Batt School at 8.40am. Hot school lunches will be available at The Batt School or the children can
take their own packed lunches. One of our lunchtime supervisors will be going to The Batt at 12-1pm so the children
have a familiar face in the playground. They will then be collected by St. Mary’s staff after lunch and brought back to
school for collection from here at the end of the day. If you have any questions, please ask the school office.
Reception and Year 1 Transfer to New Classrooms - Wednesday 3rd July
The Reception and Year 1 children will also be visiting their new classrooms for September on Wednesday 3rd July.
The children should go directly to their new classroom when they arrive in the morning.

Non-Uniform Days - Fridays 28th June and 5th July
In preparation for the Summer Fayre on 29th June, the Friends of St. Mary’s have asked if the children can bring in a
jar of sweets on Friday 28th June in exchange for wearing non-school uniform. Please bring in your jars of goodies
on that day. Thank you.
They have also nominated the following Friday, 5th July, as a non-uniform day in exchange for a £1 donation. They
are also going to be running summer discos after school on the 5th July - more information is to follow soon.

Transition Meeting Evening Invitation
Mrs. Grier and the St. Mary’s team warmly invites

All Reception and Year 1 Parents
to
An Information Evening on Tuesday 18th June at 6.00pm-7.00pm to meet their child’s new class
teacher and hear about next year’s learning.
Refreshments will be served by The Friends of St. Mary’s and there will be an opportunity
to purchase second-hand school uniform.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 17TH JUNE

RAGS2RICHES BAG COLLECTION

ALL

TUESDAY 18TH JUNE

TRANSITION MEETING FOR PARENTS

RECEPTION PARENTS &
YEAR 1 PARENTS

THURSDAY 20TH JUNE

NEW RECEPTION PARENTS’ MEETING

FRIDAY 21ST JUNE

YEAR 1 WOW DAY - SCIENCE OXFORD
‘GREAT FIRE OF LONDON’ WORKSHOP

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 26TH JUNE

MEETING AT THE BATT - YEAR 2 PARENTS

YEAR 2 PARENTS

6.00pm

WEDNESDAY 26TH JUNE

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

THURSDAY 27TH JUNE

RECEPTION ATHLETICS AT HENRY BOX

FRIDAY 28TH JUNE

NON-SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY IN EXCHANGE ALL
FOR A JAR OF SWEETS FOR THE FAYRE

SATURDAY 29TH JUNE

SUMMER FAYRE

ALL

WEDNESDAY 3RD JULY

TRANSITION DAY

ALL

WEDNESDAY 3RD JULY

LAST BALLET CLUB

THURSDAY 4TH JULY

YEAR 2 TRIP TO WARWICK CASTLE

YEAR 2

FRIDAY 5TH JULY

NON-SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY FOR £1
DONATION TO FoSMS

ALL

FRIDAY 5TH JULY

SUMMER DISCOS

ALL YEARS

TUESDAY 9TH JULY

LAST YOGA CLUB

WEDNESDAY 10TH JULY

SPORTS DAY ON CHURCH GREEN

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

THURSDAY 11TH JULY

YEAR 2 ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HENRY BOX

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 11TH JULY

LAST MUSIC CLUB

FRIDAY 12TH JULY

LAST SWIMMING LESSON

YEAR 2

FRIDAY 12TH JULY

REPORTS HOME TO PARENTS

ALL

SATURDAY 13TH JULY

WITNEY CARNIVAL

MONDAY 15TH JULY

Y1 AND Y2 TO WATCH ‘JOSEPH’ AT THE
BATT SCHOOL

TUESDAY 16TH JULY

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

THURSDAY 18TH JULY

LEAVERS’ ASSEMBLY IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

FRIDAY 19TH JULY

ACADEMIC YEAR ENDS

ALL

1.15pm

6.00-7.00pm
6.00-7.00pm

7.00pm
RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

IN SCHOOL TIME
3.00-4.00pm
IN SCHOOL TIME

TBC
3.45pm

3.45pm

YEARS 1 AND 2

IN SCHOOL TIME
7.00pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

