“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 31 – 8th June 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Welcome back for the final half term of the
summer. The term is set to be busy with a
great deal of learning still to do and lots of
exciting end of term events taking place.
Do please keep an eye on the calendar to
make sure you can join us for these special
activities.
I wanted to let you know that Mrs. Knight
will be leaving us at the end of the
academic year to explore new ventures.
During her time with us at St. Mary’s, Mrs.
Knight has been a valued member of staff,
steered our Year 2 children through their
KS1 SATs and has contributed to the wider
life of the school. We wish her every
happiness as she moves on.
We are delighted to announce that last
month we appointed Mrs. Lynn Brannan to
join our team. Mrs. Brannan is an
experienced KS1 practitioner who is
currently teaching at John Hampden school
in Wendover. She will bring with her a
wealth of knowledge and ideas to support
the learning and development of our
children and school.

Reception
We have been very eager
bug detectives in the garden
this week. We were lucky
enough to find a baby
ladybird in the garden.

Year One
We have been learning
that 2-digit numbers
consist of some tens and
some ones. We used
dienes to help us make
2-digit numbers. We also
played lots of bingo using
2-digit numbers!

Finally, this week our Year 2 children have
had the first of their six swimming lessons
at the Windrush Leisure Centre. They were
full of enthusiasm on their return and it
was a pleasure to hear how much they
enjoyed the experience of swimming with
the school. The quote of the week was
‘I am very excited to go swimming and
wear my knockulars.’ I think that was
meant to be goggles!

Year Two
This week we have started to
think about what we already
know about Towers, Tunnels
and Turrets. Ruan told the
class that the Leaning Tower
of Pisa was built in 1372 and
Emily told the class that the
Tower of London used to be a
prison.

With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why do
ladybirds have spots?

Year One Bright
Lights,
Big City

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...
Year Two—
Towers, Tunnels
& Turrets

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will complete our information sentence writing about ladybirds in our English
workbooks and complete further writing for the class display board.
Maths - We will revisit our work on one more and one less with numbers up to 20, linking this
to adding and subtracting 1. We will practice counting on 2, 3, 4 or more from a hidden
quantity so that we learn to count on. When subtracting, we will count back to work out the
remaining hidden quantity.
Topic - Our initial research about ladybirds has led us to onto our next question ‘Why do ladybirds have spots?’ We
will try to answer this question and the children are welcome to research this at home and bring their findings into
school. We will continue to hunt for ladybirds in the garden. We are hoping to sow some cress seeds and watch
them grow and then have a tasting session.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will continue to practise sounding out and blending real and nonsense words. We
will read information texts about The Queen and learn how to use question marks in our
writing when we write to The Queen.
Maths - Recognise odd and even numbers; count in 2s, 5s and 10s, look for patterns; multiply
by 2, 5, 10 by counting in groups/sets; find doubles to double 10 and related halves; halve odd
numbers up to 10.
Topic - We will label the countries of the UK and their capital cities. We will learn about the Union Jack and what
each part represents and then make our own versions of the flag. We will insert ourselves into a picture of the Royal
family.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - Next week, we will be learning about the features of a play script. We will then investigate how we turn
stories into play scripts and turn ‘The Cat Sat on the Mat’ into our very own play script. In groups, we will then
make puppets of the main characters from the story and use our scripts to perform the story to the
rest of the class.
Maths - Next week we will be learning to count in 3s and start to recognise numbers in the 3
times-table. We will write multiplications to go with arrays and use arrays to solve multiplication
problems. Finally, we will also investigate how multiplication is commutative and that division and
multiplication are inverse operations and use this knowledge to find missing numbers.
Topic - Next week, we are going to be learning about tunnelling animals such as moles, rabbits,
worms, ants and badgers. We will choose an animal on which to focus, discover key facts about their
lifecycles and how tunnelling helps them.
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Messages & Notices
House Winners - Last Half Term
At the end of last half term the pompoms were counted and the results were:

1st Sporty Strawberries 86
Joint 3rd Muscly Mangoes 66

2nd Keep Fit Kiwis 75
Joint 3rd Bouncy Blueberries 66

The Sporty Strawberries had a house treat of a fun sporty activity where they had dressing up races and team
races with balloons.
Year 2 Transition Day to The Batt School
On Wednesday 4th July, the Year 2 children will be visiting their new classrooms for September. Please take your
child directly to The Batt School where they will be met by the Headteacher, Mr. Payne, in the playground. The
children need to arrive by 8.50am. Hot school lunches will be available at The Batt School or the children can take
their own packed lunches. One of our lunchtime supervisors will be going to The Batt at 12-1pm so the children have
a familiar face in the playground. They will then be collected by St. Mary’s staff after lunch and brought back to
school for collection here at the end of the day. If you have any questions, please ask the school office.
Reception and Year 1 Transfer to New Classrooms
The Reception and Year 1 children will also be visiting their classrooms for September on Wednesday 4th July.
Welcome Meetings - Current Reception and Year 1 Parents
On Wednesday 11th July at 6.00pm-7.00pm, we would like to invite all parents of those children who will be in Years
1 and 2 in September (so our current Reception class and Year 1 parents) to a Welcome Meeting. We will meet in
the school hall for a short introduction and then move to the respective classrooms for a talk by the class teachers.
Refreshments will be served beforehand and there will be the chance to purchase second-hand uniform.
Open Music Lessons
In July Miss Reynolds will be hosting 3 open music lessons. Parents are invited to come and see how their children’s
music lessons are conducted and enjoy some singing. The first session will be for the Reception class parents on 4th
July at 2.20pm-2.45pm. Year 2 will then be on the following Wednesday 11th July at the same time and finally Year 1
on the 18th July.
Footsteps Parent Sessions
We have 1 place left for the parental session on Monday 11th June at 2.00pm If you would like to take part in this
with your child on Monday for 45 minutes, please let the school office know. Thank you.
Fun & Fit Family Day - Sponsorship Winner
In celebration assembly this morning, we announced who had won the prize for raising the most sponsorship money
following the Fun & Fit Family Day at the Windrush Leisure Centre last month. Sophie Morcombe managed to raise
an amazing £201 and won tickets to the Cotswold Wildlife Park. Well done Sophie! The Reception class therefore
have also won the £100 class prize. Many thanks to all our families for supporting this event.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

MONDAY 11TH JUNE

FOOTSTEPS ROAD SAFETY PARENTS’
SESSION

2.00-2.45pm

TUESDAY 12TH JUNE

NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME MEETING

6.00-7.00pm

MONDAY 18TH JUNE

YEAR 2 TRIP TO WARWICK CASTLE

TUESDAY 19TH JUNE

MOSAIC ARTIST IN SCHOOL TO WORK WITH ALL
ALL CHILDREN

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 20TH JUNE

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP AND COFFEE
MORNING

ALL WELCOME

9.00-10.00am

THURSDAY 28TH JUNE

EARLY YEARS ATHLETICS AT HENRY BOX
SCHOOL

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY

TRANSITION DAY

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY

RECEPTION CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON
FOR PARENTS

RECEPTION PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

THURSDAY 5TH JULY

ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

YEAR 2 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR
PARENTS

YEAR 2 PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

NEW YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS’
MEETING (MOVING UP)

CURRENT RECEPTION
AND YEAR 1 PARENTS

6.00-7.00pm

SATURDAY 14TH JULY

WITNEY CARNIVAL

MONDAY 16TH JULY

YEAR 2 POETRY RECITAL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY

YEAR 1 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR
PARENTS

YEAR 1 PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

THURSDAY 19TH JULY

YEAR 1 AND 2 HOMEWORK SHARING

YEARS 1 & 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WECOME

9.30-10.20am

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

EARLY LUNCH & END OF ACADEMIC YEAR

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER

TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.40am

YEAR 2

TIME

8.30am-4.00pm

MORNING

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

