“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 2 – 14th September 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Our playground project was completed this
week and we are delighted with the final
result. The environment has been
transformed with a pond, all weather grass
area, a story corner and reflection space.

Reception
To develop our fine motor skills we
have been using tweezers to pick up
small items in the sand tray. We had
to really concentrate and persevere
when using the tweezers.

Our contractors, Fowler Hicks, were very
impressed to receive kind words of thanks
from our children on the first day they
were able to play on the new area. One of
the children commented, ‘This new
playground is awesome’.
My thanks to the families and friends of St.
Mary’s who have, not only, joined in a
wide variety of fund raising activities and
events including our Fire Walk, Race Night,
Family Fit and Fun Day but also attended
parties, manned stalls and baked cakes.
Your generous contributions of time and
donations have made this all possible.

Year One
We received a parcel
which contained ‘leathery
dinosaur footprints and
swamp water’ and a letter
from Archie the Explorer
asking for our help to
identify dinosaur features.

We look forward to welcoming everyone
to the official opening of our new
playground by Robert Courts MP, on Friday
28th September at 3.00pm until 4.15pm.
The Friends of St. Mary’s will be offering
refreshments so please come along and
see the amazing transformation that has
taken place over the last few months.

Year Two
We worked as a team to
identify features in
Witney on a large scale
map. It was really
interesting seeing our
school from an aerial
view and spotting
familiar places like the
Leys.

With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher
Handwriting Workshop
Monday 24th September 9.00am
Please join Mrs. Grier in the hall on Monday 24th
September for a workshop on how we teach and practise
handwriting at St. Mary’s. This is a very useful session to
enable you to be able to help and support your child with
handwriting at home. We look forward to seeing you there.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival Service will be held in
St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 17th
October at 9.30am. Everyone is welcome to come
along. The children are invited to bring in a donation
of produce on Tuesday 16th. This should be a small
item that they are able to carry to the church.

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year One Dino
Planet

Year Two - Street
Detectives

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be learning the sounds ‘t’ and ‘p’. We will also start to segment and blend words
as well as listening for the initial sounds in words.
Maths - We will be learning all about repeating patterns. The children will copy, continue,
describe and create patterns using colours, shapes, objects and actions.
Topic - We will start to consider ‘What is a friend?’ and consider if we have made any
new friends at school. On Wednesday we will be having our special show and tell session
where we will discuss why the small items we have brought in are special to us.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will review what is a noun from last week and focus on sentence structure, including
using capital letters, finger spacing and full stops in our writing. We will begin to use adjectives, to
create a super description of the dinosaurs that we have drawn.
We are still awaiting delivery of our new ‘Reading Records’. Please do continue to use your
present records to record reading at home. The online reading scheme ‘Bug Club phonics’ will
be allocated this week too so please do share these with your child to support their
enjoyment of books outside the classroom.
Maths - In maths we will be concentrating on number bonds to 10 and become investigators
practically finding out all the different number combinations. We will also begin to write our
own number sentences to record our findings.
Topic - As we have now become expert scientists researching ‘dinosaurs’ we will endeavour
to find out all about fossils. We will learn how to dig for them and have a ‘Specialist
Paleontologist Scientist’ making a visit to explain all about this phenomenon.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be focusing on ‘ge’ and ‘dge’ words in spellings. We will be writing adverts
about houses for sale and learning about appealing adjectives. We will be reading and
re-writing nursery rhymes connected to a bakery.
Maths - We will double numbers to double 15, use patterns in number bonds, use number bonds to solve more difficult additions, to subtract and to solve additions bridging 10.
Super Numbies will start after half term unless your child is still working on the Year One
objectives.
Topic - We will be looking at homes from the past and comparing them to modern
homes. We will be identifying the properties of building materials. We will be comparing shops
in the past to today’s supermarkets and making biscuits in a bakery.
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Messages & Notices
Parent Workshops
We are holding parent workshops throughout this half term starting on Monday 24th at 9.00am with our
Handwriting Workshop. There will then be a Phonics Workshop on Tuesday 2nd October. We will be arranging
Super Numbies workshops as well which is part of our Maths learning.
Parents’ Meetings
In the second week of October we will also be holding Parents’ Meetings. Please see the diary dates on the back
page for further information.
Playground Equipment at the end of the day
Unfortunately for health and safety reasons neither the children nor their siblings are allowed on the playground
equipment once they have been dismissed from class at the end of the day. We appreciate it is tempting so are
ensuring that the children have plenty of opportunity to use all the equipment throughout the day!
Clubs
Our Clubs have started this week. We need payment as soon as possible to retain your child’s place. Please pay at
the School Office or via BACS and let us know you have made a transfer. Thank you.
Long Hair
A polite reminder that for health and safety reasons long hair must be tired back at all times. Thank you.
Drop Ins
Every Tuesday between 3.00pm-3.30pm all staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’ conversation. This is an
opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in an informal way. We do
recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, our usual appointment
system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher.
Forest School – Can you help with any supplies?
Miss Atkinson would greatly appreciate:

*Any old (but still waterproof) wellington boots
*Camping cups for hot chocolate
*Suitable kettles for a campfire
*Old pots and pans
*Any waterproof clothing aged 4 -7 years (in particular trousers or ‘all in ones’)
Lost Book Bag
Arthur in Reception has lost his book bag after Street Dance Club on Wednesday night. Please can you check and
make sure your child hasn’t picked it up by accident. Many thanks.
*Pupil Premium Eligibility— Do you receive any of the following ?*
Income Support/Employment Support Allowance

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

Support under the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999
Child Tax Credit

Universal Credit
State Pension Credit

If you do, the school could be eligible to claim certain grants for your child. This is a significant amount of money
that can be used to support your child as well as other children in our School. Even if you are only eligible for a
short amount of time, the Pupil Premium funding stays with your child for six years. Please come in and talk to
the School Office to see how we could help your child. All matters will be treated in the strictest confidence.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

RECEPTION PARENTS - INFORMATION
MEETING

RECEPTION

2.15pm in HALL

WEDNESDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER

RECEPTION CLASS SPECIAL ‘SHOW AND
TELL’

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 24TH SEPTEMEBR

HANDWRITING WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS

ALL

9.00am in HALL

THURSDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER

COFFEE MORNING WITH STAFF: SENCO,
SEN GOVERNOR & C&I ADVISORY TEACHER

FRIDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER

PLAYGROUND CELEBRATION PARTY

ALL WELCOME

3.00pm-4.15pm

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER

PHONICS WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS

ALL

9.00am in HALL

WEDNESDAY 3RD OCTOBER

YEAR 1 TRIP TO OXFORDSHIRE MUSEUM,
WOODSTOCK

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 9TH OCTOBER

STAY & PLAY OPEN MORNING FOR
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS

TUESDAY 9TH OCTOBER

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

WEDNESDAY 10TH OCTOBER

RAGS2RICHES BAGS COLLECTION

ALL YEARS

THURSDAY 11TH OCTOBER

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

3.00-5.30pm

FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER

COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY-PORTRAITS

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER

BEDTIME STORIES

ALL YEARS

5.30-6.30pm

WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30-10.20am

THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER

END OF HALF TERM

FRIDAY 19TH OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL

TBC

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER

NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN ST.
MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

9.00am

IN SCHOOL TIME
4.00-6.30pm

2.55pm

10.00am and 6.30pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

