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Dear Families,
This week it has been a joy to see the
children practising their May Day
dances. The maypole has been in use
in the sunshine and the children have
already mastered many of the steps.
We look forward to welcoming you to
our May Day afternoon on next
Tuesday afternoon. Fingers crossed for
dry weather! Please see further details
about the event and the small posy of
flowers the children may wish to bring
in, on page 3 of this newsletter.

I know that many of our families will be
joining in the fun at the Windrush
Leisure Centre on Sunday. This event
replaces our usual summer fayre so
please do join us to take part in all the
traditional summer fayre stalls as well
as the challenge of jumping the height
of St. Mary’s Church, dancing to
Blackpool Tower, cycling the length of
Britain or swimming the English
Channel.
My thanks to all of our parents for the
tremendous support they offer the
school and to our Friends of St. Mary’s
for organising such a wonderful event.

Celebration of Learning
Reception
Now that the baby birds
have left the nest the
children have had the
opportunity to use
magnifying glasses to really
examine the nest. They have
shown curiosity and wonder
at how the nest was made,
the different materials used
and how the materials were
woven together.
Year One
We have been
learning about
measuring
weight and
capacity. We
used a pan
balance to weigh
items using
cubes. We then
had to write
sentences to say
which objects
were heaviest,
heavier, lighter
and lightest.

With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Year Two
This week we have been
finding out about snails. We
went on a snail hunt and
found six snails which we
marked with nail polish or as
Rex put it ‘snail polish’. We
then released the snails from
the same spot in the
playground to investigate
how far they would travel.
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Reception - Are we
there yet?

Year One -

MOON
ZOOM!

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year Two - Wriggle &
Crawl

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will complete the descriptive writing about our transport models. We will then write a short account of
a journey e.g. the walk to school or the drive to someone’s house, using words such as; first,
then, next and last of all.
Maths - We will continue to learn about odd and even numbers and how even numbers can
be shared in half. We will also start to consider ‘clever counting’ by revisiting counting in tens
and introducing counting in 2s.
Topic - We will sort pictures of various forms of transport using our own categories. We will
work in small groups to read and follow clues to find objects hidden in the garden. We may even try writing our own
clues for our friends to follow.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be writing facts about planets and using ‘and’ in our sentences. We will use capital letters for the
names of the planets.
Maths - Find half of all numbers to 10 and then to 20; identify even numbers and begin to learn
halves; recognise halves and quarters of shapes and begin to know 2/2=1, 4/4=1 and 2/4=1/2;
recognise, name and know value of coins 1p to £2 and £5 and £10 notes; solve repeated addition
problems using coins; make equivalent amounts using coins.
Please note today was the last day for Super Numbies this term.
Topic - We will be evaluating space toys; anything from home would be very much appreciated. We will be
investigating materials and their properties. We will be designing moon buggies out of Lego and other construction
materials.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be reading the story of ‘The Cat Sat on the Mat’ by Joan Aiken. We will be
considering matters from the perspective of a character in the story and draw inference
about the character’s feelings, thoughts, emotions and actions. Later in the week, we will
be retelling the story, with expression, using puppets.
Maths - This week we will be consolidating all of our learning from the term through problem solving style activities.
We will be learning to develop our reasoning skills by focusing on justifying why an answer is correct or incorrect.
Topic - We will be reflecting on all the learning we have done this term by creating a PowerPoint slide of our
favourite facts. We will also be celebrating all the amazing homework which everybody has done through the term
on Thursday.
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Messages & Notices
Reading at Home Book-Talk
We have created a Reading at Home Book-Talk Guide - please click here to access it via our website. We hope you
will find it useful but if you have any questions, please let us know.
Family Fit and Fun Day - Sunday 20th May 10.00am-3.00pm
We hope to see you all at the Windrush Leisure Centre on Sunday for what we hope will be a fabulous day.
Headlice
There have been a few cases of head lice in school. Please can you be vigilant and check your child’s hair thoroughly
and treat as necessary. Please ensure long hair is tied back. Thank you for your help.
Lost Uniform
Samiah in Reception class has lost her named cardigan. Please can you check that your child has not accidentally
picked up the wrong one by mistake, or picked up an extra one. Many thanks.
Summer Super Numbies - Message from Miss Atkinson
Well done to all the children in Year 2 who have finished all their Super Numbies for the year. They will now be
taking part in practical problem solving activities every Friday.
Congratulations to all the children in Year 1 who have finished their Super Numbies for the year. They will now be
doing ‘Super Numbie mix-ups’ every Friday. For homework, the children will have to revise all the addition and
subtraction facts up to 20. Thank you for supporting your child with this.

May Dancing
You are warmly invited to join the children and staff of St. Mary’s for our annual May Dancing
celebrations on Tuesday 22nd May at 1.45pm on Church Green. For those of you who have not
experienced this event before, it is a lovely afternoon where we join together with The Batt School for
group dances and a May Pole dance by the Year 2 children.
It is traditional for all the children to bring a small posy of flowers that are then sold at the end of
the event in aid of the chosen charity, which this year is ‘Heads Together’. Please send in your posy
of flowers with your child first thing in the morning. If you would like to buy some flowers, please
make a donation at the flowers tables after the dancing. Thank you for your support.
The children wear smart clothes for the dancing and we ask that the girls wear party dresses and the
boys a smart shirt and shorts or trousers. Please send your child to school wearing uniform and they
can bring their smart clothes to change in to, in a named bag for the afternoon. Please also ensure
that they have suitable footwear for dancing in.
In order to safeguard all the children, they must not be taken from Church Green. They will return to
school for you to collect them as normal from their classrooms. We hope that you can join us on
Church Green for what is always a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. Fingers crossed that the sun will
be shining!
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Messages & Notices
Governor Reports
Governor Monitoring of School’s Safeguarding
Safeguarding means action taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm.
St. Mary’s takes safeguarding very seriously; the school has a clear vision that our safeguarding processes will be as
robust and well-documented as possible. Our strategy was to invite scrutiny from ODST, through an audit, so we
could be confident that we have everything right.
This year Mrs Grier and staff at St Mary’s have worked extremely hard to achieve that vision. Over the year:




ODST completed a safeguarding audit in September 2017, after which we made the necessary updates to, for
example, our policies and our school signs.
I attended ‘Inspecting safeguarding’ training led by ODST, from which we learned some new ideas for best
practice.
We completed 3 separate governor monitoring visits, in which we thoroughly checked all our processes were
compliant and records are all up to date (e.g. staff DBS checks); talked to staff about how the school
manages the children’s behaviour, safety and wellbeing, and talked to the children about how happy and safe they feel
at school.

So, what does this mean for you, the parents and carers? it means you can be confident that St. Mary’s provides a
safe, secure and caring environment in which they can learn.
You can find more information about Safeguarding at St. Mary’s on the school website; or you can ask the office to
arrange to meet me to discuss further.
Kate Pengelly, Safeguarding Governor
Governor Monitoring of School’s Health & Safety (H&S)
The school has clear H&S related policies that can be viewed on the website. In addition, we maintain a register of
health and safety matters that need to be complied with so that we have evidence that these matters are addressed
on a regular basis. ODST (the school's Trust) provides an annual H&S inspection which notes improvements that the
school needs and changes in relevant legislation that we need to take account of.
The role of the Governors responsible for H&S is to assist the school to fulfil these important duties, sometimes by
taking other advice as to how compliance can be achieved at optimal cost but with maximum efficiency. During a
H&S monitoring visit, the two governors will examine the paperwork and focus on any accident or incident reports
that might indicate a latent problem. We ensure that the school's obligations have been fulfilled and that recommended improvement actions are being undertaken.
Lastly, the two governors accompany the school's H&S officer (Mrs Lee) on a school inspection during which we look
out for potential H&S problems that may have been missed. Whilst this might sound like an inspection of the
school's processes, it should be emphasised that the H&S visits are conducted in a helpful and contributory manner.
Where improvement is required, agreement is reached (and documented) as to how and by when the required tasks
are completed.
John Summers, Governor with responsibility for H&S

“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

SUNDAY 20TH MAY

FAMILY FIT & FUN DAY AT THE WINDRUSH
LEISURE CENTRE

ALL

10.00am-3.00pm

TUESDAY 22ND MAY

MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN WITH
THE BATT SCHOOL

ALL

1.45pm

WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY

YEAR 1 PHONICS MEETING FOR PARENTS

YEAR 1 PARENTS

2.15pm

THURSDAY 24TH MAY

HOMEWORK SHARING IN CLASS

Y1 & Y2

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 25TH MAY

END OF HALF TERM

ALL

2.55pm

MONDAY 4TH JUNE

SUMMER TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.40am

MONDAY 11TH JUNE

RAGS2RICHES - FoSMs FUNDRAISING
CLOTHES COLLECTION

ALL

9.00am

TUESDAY 12TH JUNE

NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME MEETING

6.00-7.00pm

TUESDAY 19TH JUNE

MOSAIC ARTIST IN SCHOOL TO WORK WITH ALL
ALL CHILDREN

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 20TH JUNE

COFFEE MORNING AFTER COLLECTIVE
WORSHIP WITH REV. NESS WHIFFIN

ALL

9.00am-10am

THURSDAY 28TH JUNE

EARLY YEARS ATHLETICS AT HENRY BOX
SCHOOL

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY

RECEPTION CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON
FOR PARENTS

RECEPTION PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

THURSDAY 5TH JULY

ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

YEAR 2 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR
PARENTS

YEAR 2 PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

NEW YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS’
MEETING (MOVING UP)

CURRENT RECEPTION
AND YEAR 1 PARENTS

6.00-7.00pm

WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY

YEAR 1 CLASS OPEN MUSIC LESSON FOR
PARENTS

YEAR 1 PARENTS

2.20-2.45pm

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WECOME

9.30-10.20am

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

END OF ACADEMIC YEAR

ALL

1.15pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

