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Dear Families, 
 
Thank you to everyone who was able to 
join us for the grand opening of phase 
one of our playground last Friday.  What a 
fabulous event and, with the sun shining 
and a fly pass by the RAF (not entirely  
intentional but we all appreciated it     
nevertheless!), it was a wonderful way to 
celebrate with our families.  The             
photographs on the back page really sum 
up the joyful atmosphere of the          
afternoon. 

 
At St Mary's we value a home school  
partnership that continues to develop the 
full potential of every child.  We believe 
that it is important to get your views on 
our school and would therefore ask you 
to complete our short online survey.  We 
will use the information collected to help 
plan for the future.  The results and any 
actions taken will be reported via the 
school newsletter.     
 

With kind regards,    
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 
 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception                               
The children have certainly enjoyed 
playing with the road set this week 
and have been very imaginative,  
creating lots of ‘traffic jams’ within 
the classroom. This provided a   
wonderful opportunity to challenge 
the children’s counting skills.  We  
discovered that on one day there 
were 73 cars stuck in the traffic jam.  

Year One                         
This week we have been 
designing space crafts 
and rockets using       
recycled  materials.  
Once finished, we evalu-
ated them against our 6 
point success criteria.  
They look amazing! 

 

        Year Two                                    

This week we have   
continued to find out 
about dragonflies and 
written our own fact 
sheets about them. Did 
you know it is             
considered lucky to 
have a dragon fly land 
on your head!  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SMIS2018
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English -  We will continue with our recount writing about the visit from the emergency vehicles.                               
We will also write some thank you letters and pieces for our class display about the visit. We 
may also make some ‘Road safety’ posters.  
 

Maths - We will be doubling and sharing next week. We will double numbers to 5 and halve 
numbers to 10. Using objects and balancing scales we will share objects between two       
children (halving) and then share objects between four children.  
 

Topic - We will be learning about road safety and considering all the different things that we 
need to do in order to keep ourselves safe. This will include what to do when out walking 
near roads and when we travel in cars.  

 

 

 

 

Reception - Are we 

there yet?  

Year Two - Wriggle & 

Crawl 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be reading Q Pootle 5 and creating new characters and ideas for the story. We will identify plurals 
within the story and adding s or es to nouns to make plurals. We will  continue to use our sounds 
to help us read alien words and real words and we will be practising spelling phase 4 key words 
in sentences.   
 

Maths  -  We will use number facts to add and subtract 1-digit numbers to/from 2-digit numbers; 
add pairs of 1-digit numbers with totals above 10; sort out additions into those you ʻjust knowʼ 
and those you need to work out. 
 

Topic - We will be giving simple instructions to a floor robot to help it travel around a map of 
space. We will be making simple electrical circuits to send a light signal to an alien planet. We will be identifying  
everyday materials and creating ‘Welcome to Earth’ boxes for aliens to find out about materials and their uses. If 
you have any empty shoe boxes they would be very much appreciated – thank you.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be learning about how to write a formal letter and write our own ‘Thank 
You’ letters to the workman who help make our brilliant playground. We will also be 
getting our detective hats back on and practising answering comprehension questions.  
 

Maths - We will be learning to collect data and measure capacity using non-standard 

units. We will then be using the data collected to create our own block graphs and write our own questions based 
on the information from the block graph. We will also be recapping the four mathematical functions of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division and using them to solve arithmetic sums.  

Topic - We will be learning about the lifecycles of butterflies through reading the story of ‘The very hungry         
caterpillar’. We will then take inspiration from the artwork of the book to create our own lifecycle display posters.  

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Year One - 

MOON 

ZOOM! 
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Messages & Notices 
E-Safety Survey                                                                                                                                                                                  
Last term, Mrs Knight coordinated an internet safety week for children and parents.  This included a range 
of e-safety activities for the children to participate in and a parental workshop run by the NSPCC.  Before 
the week began, the staff asked the children a range of questions linked to e-safety and then followed this 
up by asking them the same questions at the end of the week.  The results are on our website (see 9th 
March, e-safety week) and shows the significant impact the e-safety week had on the children’s               
understanding of how to keep safe. 
 
May Day Dancing Charity                                   
Our Annual May Dancing event will be held on Tuesday 22nd May at 1.45pm on Church Green - weather 
permitting!  This is a wonderful event that we host with The Batt School every year .  The children each 
bring in a  small posy of flowers that are then sold at the end of the event for the chosen charity.  This year 
it is our turn to choose the charity and we have decided on “Heads Together”, the mental health charity  
founded by the Duke & Duchess of Cornwall and Prince Harry.  The children can come to school wearing 
their May Day clothing; smart shirts and shorts or trousers for boys and party dresses for girls.  If you have 
any questions, please just ask. 
 
Assembly Coffee Morning - Wednesday 16th May                         
We are holding a Coffee Morning after our collective worship on Wednesday 16th May from 9.00am -
10.00am.  Siblings are welcome so please come along, join in and enjoy a chat over a tea/coffee and       
biscuit.  
 
Summer Uniform                                                                                                                                                                                 
It was lovely to see so many of our children in shorts and summer dresses last week.  Here at St. Mary’s 
there is no set time for the children to start wearing their summer uniform and, while the weather is still 
changeable, the most important thing is for them to be warm, comfortable and ready for learning so vests 
and tights are still acceptable! 
 
After School Clubs                                    
Now clubs have started, please can we ask you to ensure that you have paid for your child’s place.  All 
clubs are £20 for 10 weeks apart from Art Club which is £25 for 5 weeks.  Thank you. 
 
Breakfast Club                               
There are a couple of spaces available for Breakfast Club.  If you 
would like to know  more information and which days the spaces 
are for, please see Mrs. Lee.  The cost is £4 per day (£2 for Pupil 
Premium) and includes a delicious breakfast. 
 
Oxfordshire Book Awards 
As you may be aware, we have taken part in the Oxfordshire 
Book Awards by reading the four short listed picture books and 
voting for our favourite. Our votes have finally been counted and 
with an overwhelming majority, our favourite book was ‘There’s 
a monster in your book’ by Tom Fletcher. Our votes have now 
been forwarded to the organisers who will let us know in due 

http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/news-and-events/latest-news
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

THURSDAY 3RD MAY BLACK HOLE PLANETARIUM YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 7TH MAY MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY ALL SCHOOL CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY 16TH MAY COFFEE MORNING AFTER CHURCH          

ASSEMBLY 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am-10.00am 

WEDNESDAY 16TH MAY COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY FOR CLASS 

PHOTOS AND B/W INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 17TH MAY SUMMER CENSUS   

FRIDAY 18TH MAY VISION SCREENING RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

SUNDAY 20TH MAY FAMILY FIT & FUN DAY AT THE WINDRUSH      

LEISURE CENTRE 

ALL 10.00am-3.00pm 

TUESDAY 22ND MAY MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN WITH 

THE BATT SCHOOL 

ALL 1.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY YEAR 1 PHONICS MEETING FOR PARENTS YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.15pm 

FRIDAY 25TH MAY END OF HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 4TH JUNE SUMMER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

TUESDAY 12TH JUNE NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME MEETING  6.00-7.00pm 

TUESDAY 19TH JUNE MOSAIC ARTIST IN SCHOOL TO WORK WITH 

ALL CHILDREN 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 28TH JUNE EARLY YEARS ATHLETICS AT HENRY BOX 

SCHOOL 

RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 5TH JULY ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY NEW YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS’    

MEETING (MOVING UP) 

CURRENT RECEPTION 

AND YEAR 1 PARENTS 

6.00-7.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WECOME 9.30-10.20am 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY END OF ACADEMIC YEAR ALL 1.15pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Playground Opening Party 


