“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 25 – 20th April 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

‘I think all of the new playground is brilliant
because it has been made with love’
Ayanna, Year 1

Reception
This week we have been learning how
to partition numbers and writing the
corresponding number sentence. We
have used a variety of resources to
help us including vehicle counters,
cubes and spots on ladybirds. We
used the ‘Cherry Model’ to record our
sums.

Welcome back to the start of the summer
term.
Given the rather challenging weather over the
Easter holidays we were delighted that the
first phase of our playground was ready for
the children to enjoy on the first day back.
The glorious sunshine has meant it has been
perfect for the children to try out the trim
trail and climb-in sandpit. I apologise now for
those children coming home with sandy pants
and socks!
The children have been effusive in their praise
for their new play environment as you can tell
from Ayanna’s precious comment. Here are a
selection of other comments from the
children:
Kathryn: It feels amazing when you get to the
end of the monkey bars. Then you can say,
‘Yippee I did it!’
Riley: ‘I love the obstacle course best but the
wobbly bridge is good too.’
Erika: ‘I was really laughing because the sand
tickles my toes!’
Max: ‘By the time I made it to the 4th monkey
bar I was proud of myself.’
I look forward to welcoming you all this
afternoon to the grand opening of our playground and thank you once again for your
support and generosity in helping to fund our
project.
With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Year One
This week, we have
been enjoying our
lovely new carpet
which was bought
for us by the
‘Friends of St.
Mary’s.’ The
children are
delighted with it –
thank you!

Year Two
This week we have been finding out about dragonflies and
making our own dangly dragonflies out of plastic spoons
and sandwich bags. Did you know dragonflies have been
around for 300 million years?!

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Are we
there yet?

Year One -

MOON
ZOOM!

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year Two - Wriggle &
Crawl

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be writing recounts linked to our visit from the emergency vehicles. This
could include describing the vehicles, stating what the children saw or saying what they liked
about the vehicle. During independent learning time the children will be encouraged to write
about a variety of different emergency vehicles.
Maths - We will revisit ordering numbers 1 -20 and counting backwards from 20. We will
rehearse the fact that teen numbers are ‘ten’ and ‘some more’ and write addition number
sentences to show this.
Topic - We will learn about all the different types of transport that the emergency services use
and consider how these vehicles (and the adults) help us.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be reading space poetry and commenting on what we like about the poems. We
will write adverts for space rockets and use ‘ing’ words to describe a rocket’s journey through
space. We will think about what we would take to space and write a poem about it in the style of
one of the poems that we have read.
Maths - Find 1 more, 1 less, 10 more and 10 less than any 2-digit number. Explore patterns on
the 100 square. Understand place value in a 2-digit numbers and identify 10s and 1s.
Topic - We will be creating alien drawings using ICT and then we will be writing descriptions of
our aliens. We will be looking at various examples of spaceships and labelling parts on them. We will then use this
information to make our own spaceships/rockets out of junk materials. Please could we have any recycling items
from home for this – thank you.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be practising answer comprehension style questions and using
our detective skills to find the answers hidden in the text. We will also be using all
our knowledge of dragonflies to write an information leaflet all about them,
including lots of pictures and amazing ‘did you know’ facts.
Maths - We will be learning about using different written methods to solve addition and subtraction sums. We will
also be learning about how to answer addition and subtraction word problems by, one again, using our detective
skills to look for the hidden clues in the questions. We will also be looking at the format of a SATs paper and doing
some questions together as a class.
Topic - Grab your coat and pooter – we’re going out and about on a minibeast hunt! We will be sweeping our nets
in puddles and ponds and lifting up logs to see who’s home. We’ll set up our own minibeast laboratory and observe
their every move. We will then add notes, labels and ask our own research questions just like a real entomologist!
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Messages & Notices
Sport Relief
At the end of last term the children took part in many sports activities for Sport Relief week. The children walked
126,000 steps equivalent to 63 miles which is from Witney to the Houses of Parliament in London! We raised £72.30
for Sport Relief - thank you for your support.
House Winners
The House results at the end of the Spring Term were as follows:
Bouncy Blueberries were last term’s house winners. Their reward was spent in the hall having a party.
1st Bouncy Blueberries 45 points
3rd Muscly Mangoes 41 points

2nd Keep Fit Kiwis 44 points

4th Sporty Strawberries 30 points

Playground equipment at the end of the day
Unfortunately for health and safety reasons neither the children nor their siblings are allowed on the playground
equipment once they have been dismissed from class at the end of the day. We appreciate how tempting it is to use
the equipment so are ensuring that the children have plenty of opportunity to use everything throughout the day!
Non-Uniform Day
The Friends of St. Mary’s have nominated Friday 27th April as a non-uniform day. In exchange please bring in jars of
sweets - we need lots please!
Website update
For those of our Year 2 parents who were unable to join us for our KS1 SATs meeting before the start of the Easter
holidays the presentation is now on our website. We have also added information under the teaching and learning
tab about our Year 1 and Year 2 curriculum plans. We hope you will find these plans helpful in understanding the
curriculum content the children are learning. It shows the broad and exciting range of learning experiences we offer
for our children here at St. Mary’s.
Long Hair
A polite reminder that for health and safety reasons long hair must be tied back at all times. Thank you.
Drop-in Sessions
Remember every Monday between 3.00pm-3.30pm all staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’ conversation.
This is an opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in an informal
way. We do recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, our usual
appointment system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher.
New Data Protection Regulations
On 25 May 2018 there are some changes to the current data protection regulations called the General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR). The school, and The Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust, regards the protection of
personal data relating to children and parents/carers as a very important matter.
On the school website, in accordance with best practice, we have published our updated data protection policy and
Pupil Privacy notice. The Pupil Privacy notice outlines the pupil information that we collect, hold and share including
the lawful basis about how we use this information.
If you would like a printed copy of the data protection policy and privacy notice please do not hesitate to contact the
school office.
Witney Vikings Youth Football Club—Wildcats Girls’ Football
The Witney Vikings Youth Football Club are holding a free taster session for girls on Sunday 29th April from 1.00pm3.00pm at the ATP in Witney. This is aimed at girls aged between 5-11 to inspire them to get involved in football.
They will also be hosting a weekly Wildcats Girls’ Football Centre from Monday 14th May at 6.00pm-7.00pm.
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Enjoying the new playground
in the April sunshine!
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 23RD APRIL

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS START THIS WEEK

FRIDAY 27TH APRIL

NON-UNIFORM DAY - IN EXCHANGE FOR
SWEETIE JARS FOR MAY FIT & FUN DAY

ALL

THURSDAY 3RD MAY

BLACK HOLE PLANETARIUM

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 7TH MAY

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

ALL

SCHOOL CLOSED

WEDNESDAY 16TH MAY

COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY FOR CLASS
PHOTOS AND B/W INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 18TH MAY

VISION SCREENING

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

SUNDAY 20TH MAY

FAMILY FIT & FUN DAY AT THE WINDRUSH
LEISURE CENTRE

ALL

10.00am-3.00pm

TUESDAY 22ND MAY

MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN WITH
THE BATT SCHOOL

ALL

1.45pm

WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY

YEAR 1 PHONICS MEETING FOR PARENTS

YEAR 1 PARENTS

2.15pm

FRIDAY 25TH MAY

END OF HALF TERM

ALL

2.55pm

MONDAY 4TH JUNE

SUMMER TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.40am

TUESDAY 12TH JUNE

NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME MEETING

6.00-7.00pm

TUESDAY 19TH JUNE

MOSAIC ARTIST IN SCHOOL TO WORK WITH ALL
ALL CHILDREN

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 28TH JUNE

EARLY YEARS ATHLETICS AT HENRY BOX
SCHOOL

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 5TH JULY

ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY

NEW YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS’
MEETING (MOVING UP)

CURRENT RECEPTION
AND YEAR 1 PARENTS

6.00-7.00pm

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WECOME

9.30-10.20am

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY

END OF ACADEMIC YEAR

ALL

1.15pm

PTA Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

