“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 23 – 15th March 2019
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

British Science Week has been celebrated
in style this week with all the children
engaging in a range of exciting
investigations from slippery slopes to air
pollution and designing space buggies. My
thanks to Mrs. Wills for co-ordinating these
inspiring learning opportunities.
Our Year 2 children joined a number of
other Witney schools on Tuesday to
participate in the Year 2 Partnership
concert. The children performed the story
of ‘Penny the Raindrop’, which was a
marvellous way to learn about the water
cycle through singing and narration. Our
children set a high standard with a
confident introduction to the concert.
Well done Year 2, I was so proud of you!
And finally, today St. Mary’s celebrated red
nose day with wonderful enthusiasm and
thanks to your generous donations we
raised over £106 for the charity.
Sarah Grier,
Headteacher

Reception
We showed lots of curiosity
this week when we
investigated which household
liquids would travel the
slowest and fastest down a
ramp. The water travelled the
quickest and the syrup was
slowest. Some children were
able to problem solve and
suggested lifting the ramp up
to make it ‘steeper’ in the
hope that the liquid would
travel faster.
Year One
We have had a super
week in Year 1 reading
our Key text ‘Man On
the Moon’. We had lots
of fun acting out the
adventure and writing
postcards describing
what it felt like to be on
the moon.

Year Two
The children were amazed with
their results from our air
pollution experiment which we
carried out for Science Week.
We found out that the air from a
busy road was polluted because
our water turned black when we
added the Science Solution to it.
But when we added it to the
water from the park, there was
no reaction.
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Reception
Do
cows
drink
milk?

Year One -

MOON
ZOOM!

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year Two
The Scented
Garden

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be writing about our trip to Farmer Gow’s and saying what our favourite
part of the visit was.
Maths - We will continue to recognise o’clock times on analogue and digital clocks and match
these to key events in our daily routines.
Topic - We are looking forward to our first class trip on a coach to Farmer Gow’s. We are
hoping to see and feed some baby animals as well as play on the special playground
equipment.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will continue to reading our key text ‘Man on the Moon (a day in the life of Bob)’
by Simon Bartram We will story map the story and sequence events ready for creating our
own exciting story.
Maths - We will be learning about time and reading time to the hour and past the hour.
We will be learning about digital and analogue time and sequencing what we do in our day.
Topic - We will build our own space buggy using the designs we created and evaluate our
finished models.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - This week in literacy we will be continuing with our story ‘The Bee Who Spoke’ by Al
MacCuish. We will look at some non-fiction texts about bees and create our own fact sheets.
We will reflect on the story so far and create a map to show Belle's journey.
Maths - In Maths, we will move on to our x3 and x4 times tables. We will begin to make links
between multiplication and division. We will write number sentences using the ÷ sign.
Topic - During our topic lessons we will be undertaking a range of activities such as creating
our own scented play dough with the herbs we have in class, reading about different plants
and learning about our senses.
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Messages & Notices
British Science Week 8-17 March 2019
There has been lots of exciting science learning at St Mary’s this week to coincide with British Science Week. Each
class carried out one investigation linked to the theme ‘Journeys’.
Reception has made their own time capsule with the children writing about themselves. Next year they will open
the capsule to discover how they have grown and changed. They also investigated how different household liquids
travel down a ramp.
Year 1 designed some fantastic space vehicles; some of which are already on display in the hall.
Year 2 learnt about air pollution by observing a simple comparative representation of air from near a park and air
from near a busy road. The air from near a busy road was much darker in colour demonstrating all the different
‘pollutants’ that are in the air.
We would like to extend our gratitude to Jill Bartram who generously equipped us with ‘Exciting Energy’ kits from
The Curiosity Box. Year 2 carried out ‘The Burping Yeast’ investigation and learnt that warm water and sugar created
the ideal conditions for the yeast to grow and make carbon dioxide gas. Reception investigated the ‘Pop Tubes’ and
observed that the water was ‘fizzing’ and there were ‘lots of bubbles’. When the tubes popped the coloured water
went everywhere and using their own wind energy to blow the water the children made colourful pictures. The
children in Reception also discovered how they could make static energy using balloons. Year 1 are looking forward
to carrying out these investigations sometime soon.
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Messages & Notices
World Book Day Vouchers
Our Scholastic Book Fair will be in school from 19th – 22nd March next week. Your child can use their World Book
Day voucher, worth £1, towards a book of their choice. Volunteers from the Friends of St Mary’s School are kindly
helping us run the Fair after school on the above dates so please come along and have a look with your child.
Bake Sale - Tuesday 26th March - 3.00pm
Laura and Ryan Lewis (parents of Isabella in Year 2 and Blake in Year 1) will be holding a bake sale after school on
Tuesday 26th March to boost their fundraising for the Haemophilia Society UK. They are running the Manchester
Marathon on the 7th April with all donations going to this chosen charity. Please see the Haemophilia Society’s
website here for more information on what they do, and come and grab a yummy cake in a couple of weeks time.
Collection Arrangements
Please remember to use the clipboards in the office to advise us of any change to collection arrangements for your
child i.e. a different person collecting or a different time of collection with a reason if your child needs to leave a little
bit earlier etc. These boards can be accessed in the office from 8.00am. If your child attends Breakfast Club please
ensure they take their coat and bags to their class cloakroom first, but do not enter the classroom without a member
of staff. This is for insurance purposes.
Year 2 SATS Meeting
All our Year 2 parents are warmly welcome to join us for an information meeting regarding KS1 SATS and how they
are administered at St. Mary’s Infants. Please come along on Tuesday 26th March at 2.00pm to the school hall.
The SATS workbooks have now arrived in school so if you ordered a set, please pay for it (£5.50) and collect your
bundle from the office. Thank you.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 18TH MARCH

CRICKET SESSIONS START FOR YEAR 2

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH MARCH

CRICKET CLUB STARTS FOR Y2 CHILDREN

YEAR 2

3.00-4.00pm

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH

RECEPTION TRIP TO FARMER GOW’S

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH – FRIDAY
22ND MARCH

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME
3.00pm

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH AND

BESPACE SESSIONS IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP FOLLOWED BY
COFFEE MORNING

ALL WELCOME

9.00am-10.00am

MONDAY 25TH MARCH

LAST LEARNING CLUB

TUESDAY 26TH MARCH

LAST YOGA CLUB

TUESDAY 26TH MARCH

Y2 SATS MEETING FOR PARENTS

Y2 PARENTS

2.00pm

TUESDAY 26TH MARCH

LAST CHANGE4LIFE CLUB FOR CURRENT
GROUP

Y2

TUESDAY 26TH MARCH

BAKE SALE IN AID OF HAEMOPHILIA
SOCIETY UK

ALL

WEDNESDAY 27TH MARCH

SPRING HOUSE SPORTS CHALLENGE

WEDNESDAY 27TH MARCH

LAST MUSICAL THEATRE CLUB AND LAST
STORY CLUB

FRIDAY 29TH MARCH

LAST TENNIS CLUB

WEDNESDAY 3RD APRIL

HOUSE TREAT

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL

EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL

LAST MUSIC CLUB IN LIEU OF 31.1.19

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL

BAKE SALE IN AID OF AUTISM AWARENESS
WEEK

ALL

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL

SUMMARY REPORTS HOME

ALL

FRIDAY 5TH APRIL

SPRING TERM ENDS

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 22ND APRIL

EASTER MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL

SUMMER TERM STARTS

ALL

8.55am

TUESDAY 30TH APRIL

YEAR 1 TRIP TO LEAWOOD, FILKINS ESTATE

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH

3.00pm
IN SCHOOL TIME

IN SCHOOL TIME
ALL WELCOME

9.30am
3.00-3.45pm
3.00pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

