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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 22 – 9th March 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

Our Key Stage 1 children took part in the 
NSPCC’s campaign Speak out. Stay safe on 
Wednesday.  The children were encouraged 
to speak out to a grown-up they could trust if 
they had any worries.  They were also taught 
the Childline phone number using sign       
language which helped them to memorise the 
numbers.  Please chat to your child about the 
messages they heard and for further           
information follow this link to the NSPCC  
website.  
 

Our playground is coming on a treat and each 
day we are seeing exciting changes. The first 
layer of tarmac went down early on in the 
week and the markings have been laid for the 
coloured pathway which will create a ‘flowing 
river’ through the school.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With kind regards,    
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Year 2 Partnership Concert 

The Year 2 children have been practising hard for their Partnership Concert which will take place on Tuesday 13th March at 

Wood Green School.  The children need to arrive at Wood Green School at 4.15pm in school uniform ready for a rehearsal.  They 

will also need to bring along a snack and drink with them.  The concert will start at 6.00pm.   

Tickets have now arrived.  Please come to the school office to collect them.  Thank you.  

Reception                               
We had a lovely time 
when Dorothy and Doreen 
came to visit us this week. 
The children were able to 
stroke the ducks if they 
wanted to and they learnt 
how Mrs. Grant looks after 
her ducks. A huge thank 
you to Mrs. Grant. 

Year One                         
We made palm leaves 
by drawing around our 
hands and cutting 
them out.  We found 
out why the crowd 
used palm leaves to 
welcome Jesus on 
Palm Sunday and then 
acted out the story.  

Year Two                                    
This week we have been 
learning about the       
different parts of a flower. 
We did this by using a pair 
of scissors to dissect    
daffodils into their           
component parts.  Did you 
know that Broccoli is         
actually a flower?!  

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will write descriptions about different animals that live on farms.  
 

Maths - We will continue to compare numbers to 10 and 20 and identify the largest and 
smallest set and match quantity to numerals. Using the position of numbers on a number 
track children will identify which number is the biggest or smallest. We will also look at the 
number before and number after, relating this to one more and one less. 
 

Topic - We will be thinking about different machines that are used on a farm. We will use our 
wheelbarrows to pretend to plough fields and see if is easy or difficult to travel in a straight line. 
 

 Reception       

Do cows 

drink 

milk? 

Year Two       

The Scented 

Garden 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will continue to learn how to add the suffix ‘er’ to words.  We will practise 
writing sentences using capital letters and full stops by writing the story of Goldilocks. We 
will read the story of Hansel and Gretel.  
 

Maths  - We have spent a lot of time learning about ‘lots of 5’ and ‘lots of 10’ this week so 
we will be moving on to the following objectives next week: Revise pairs to 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 
10 and derive related subtraction facts; use knowledge of pairs of 10 to make pairs to 20; 
use number facts to solve word problems. ‘Lots of 5’ and ‘lots of 10’ is actually early         
multiplication so well done to Year One for persevering with this. 
 

Topic - The children enjoyed collecting natural materials at the woods and next week we will be will be using        
them to create artwork in the style of Andy Goldsworthy. In RE we have been learning about Palm Sunday and will 
be thinking about what would happen if Jesus visited Witney. 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be learning to write a short narrative based on ‘The Magic Finger’. We will be 
finding out about the Cooper family and creating a story based on their experience of having 
the magic finger put on them.    

 

Maths - We will be revising the 2, 5 and 10 times-tables. We will review arrays by arranging 
objects into arrays and writing the corresponding multiplications. Towards the end of the 
week, we will start to make links between grouping and multiplication to begin to show       
division.  
 

Topic - We will be learning about cacti. We will explore a range of cacti of different shapes and sizes. We will 
group them according to their features and talk about why we have sorted them in a particular way.  

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Year One 

The          

Enchanted 

Woodland 
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Messages & Notices 
Year 2 SATS Meeting 
All our Year 2 parents are warmly welcome to join us for an information meeting regarding KS1 SATS and how they 
are administered at St. Mary’s Infants.  Please come along on Tuesday March 27th at 2.15pm to the school hall. 
 
Oxfordshire Book Awards 
We have received the shortlist of books for the Oxfordshire Book Awards. Each class will now read all the books and 
vote for their favourite book. If you would also like to take part at home and let us know which book is your           
favourite, the short listed books are: 

 There's a Monster in your Book – Tom Fletcher 
 The Treasure of Pirate Frank – Mal Peet and Elspeth Graham 

 Superbat – Matt Carr 
 The King of the Sky – Nicola Davies 
 
Wear Odd Socks for World Downs Syndrome Day - Wednesday March 21st                                                                                                                                
We are very pleased to be supporting World Downs Syndrome Day again this year and invite everyone to wear odd 
socks to school in exchange for a £1 donation to this wonderful cause. 

Violin Lessons - Oxfordshire County Music Service                                                                                                                                                                                                        
As a result of our Music Festival fortnight last October, on Monday 12th March the children will have a violin   
demonstration during assembly, given by Katrina Davies of the Oxfordshire County Music Service.   

After the assembly your child will bring home a leaflet with more information explaining how these private lessons 
can be arranged in school. 

Individual 20 minute lessons £18.39 (per lesson) 
Individual 30 min lessons £27.26 (per lesson) 
Group of 2 children  30 minute lessons  £13.99 (per child per lesson) 
Group of 2 children 20 minute lessons  £9.49 (per child per lesson) 
Group of 3-4 children 30 minute lessons  £9.49 (per child per lesson) 
Group of 5-6 children 30 minute lessons  £6.49 (per child per lesson) 

NSPCC 
The Year 1 and Year 2 children had a very informative and helpful assembly with the NSPCC about Speak Out, Stay 
Safe.  This was followed by a parent workshop regarding on-line safety.  We have some handouts in the office if you 
would like to pick one up.  Thank you to those parents who attended. 

In their mission to keep children safe online O2 has partnered up with The NSPCC. In every O2 store, you can now 
find an O2 Guru who is there to help you with such things as setting up parental controls on any electronic device. 
The service is completely free and you don’t even need to be an O2 customer. You can also visit O2’s website or 
phone the free phone number 0808 800 5002for more tips and advise on how to keep your children safe online.  

Anti-Bullying                          
Along with the newsletter this week you should receive a copy of our new Anti-Bullying poster.  All of the teachers 
have discussed this with their class and the new posters have been put up around the school.   
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 12TH MARCH VIOLIN DEMONSTRATION IN ASSEMBLY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD 

GREEN 

YEAR 2 EVENING 

SATURDAY 17TH MARCH RACE NIGHT AT WITNEY LAKES ALL WELCOME EVENING 

TUESDAY 20TH MARCH RECEPTION TRIP TO FARMER GOW’S RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH  WEAR ODD SOCKS FOR WORLD DOWNS 

SYNDROME DAY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH  SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IN SCHOOL ALL 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH ROBERT COURTS MP VISITING ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH SPORTS RELIEF ACTIVITIES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 26TH MARCH YEAR 2 POTETRY RECITAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARENTS - SATS MEETING YEAR 2 2.15pm 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH HOMEWORK SHARING YEARS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 9.30-10.20AM 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH HOUSE REWARD HOUSE WINNERS IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 29TH MARCH EASTER HOLIDAY ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 16TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

MONDAY 7TH MAY MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY ALL SCHOOL CLOSED 

SUNDAY 20TH MAY FAMILY FIT & FUN DAY AT THE WINDRUSH      

LEISURE CENTRE 

ALL 10.00am-3.00pm 

TUESDAY 22ND MAY MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN ALL 1.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY YEAR 1 PHONICS MEETING FOR PARENTS YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.15pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

