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Dear Families,  
 

The unusually warm weather has been a 
delight this week and the children have 
been making full use of the sunshine by 
playing and learning in our playground.  I 
watched as the Year 1 children embraced 
their new topic ‘Moon Zoom’ and               
collectively built a space rocket from the 
wooden blocks, (there was a spot of bother 
with the engine but thankfully it was fixed 
by Charlie!) and launched themselves into 
the atmosphere after a rousing count 
down.  During that playtime our children 
visibly lived our motto of ‘Together we love 
to learn and learn to love’. 
 

The final touch to our playground project 
was completed over half term when three 
wonderful stone benches were added to 
the grass area.  These bespoke benches 
were created by the parent of an ex-pupil 
and we are very grateful to Mr Damian 
Wing for making such a generous            
contribution to our school.  These benches 
will be enjoyed for many, many years to 
come and offer our children a quiet space 
to be still, a place to watch the comings 
and goings of others, a spot to chat and a 
place to engage in reading or a puzzle.   
 

I look forward to meeting with you next 

Wednesday or Thursday at our Parent 

Meetings.  There will be the opportunity 

for you to look at your child’s books and 

light refreshments will be served.  
 

With best wishes,                                         
Sarah Grier                                          
Headteacher 
 
 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                               
We have been learning about 
coins this week and starting to 
make small amounts of money. 
We have been buying toys in our 
toy shop and having to think  
really hard to  decide which coins 
to use. One comment was “Well, 
I know there isn’t a 3p coin”. 

Year One                         
Year 1 have had a very 
busy first week back to 
school. They have written 
about their holiday, 
learnt about the first 
moon landing and some 
children even had their 
guided reading lesson 
outside in the lovely 
warm sunshine. 

Year Two                         
Chef Harrison and Chef 
Theo enjoyed making 
pizzas during our trip to 
Frankie and Benny’s. We 
have begun to look at 
herbs in our topic       
lessons and today your 
child will be coming 
home with a ‘Make your 
own Pizza Garden’    
homework activity.  
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - We will write labels for our topic related display to show which foods are made from 
milk. We will use farm scene pictures to encourage independent sentence writing.  
 

Maths - We will be comparing and ordering numbers to 20, we will also consider which    
numbers are smaller or bigger than a given number and relate this to their position on a 
number track. We will continue to make small amounts of money when we play in our        
role-play farm shop.  
 

Topic - We will be carrying out a simple investigation involving milk and thinking in depth 
about the question ‘Do cows drink milk?’ We will also learn about which foods are made from milk.  

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be writing about the character we have dressed up as for World Book Day. We 
will use adjectives and different sentence types in our writing. 
 

Maths - We will learning about multiplication and counting in 2s and 5s and 10s. We will be 
grouping objects into sets and begin to record multiplication number sentences. 
 

Topic -  As part of our topic ‘Moon Zoom’ we will have our WOW day and visit the Corn Exchange 
where we will enter a Planetarium and learn all about our solar system. On Monday morning next 
week, we will also be going to Henry Box to take part in a Year One Dance Festival. 
 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will continue to explore the story ‘The Bee Who Spoke’ by Al MacCuish. We will 
work on creating lists of things we would take on holiday, have a debate about our favourite 
things and we will act out a scene from the book in order to put ourselves in the position of 
the characters.  
 

Maths - We will tell the time to the nearest quarter of an hour using analogue and digital 
clocks and learn about the relationship between seconds, minutes and hours.  We will learn 
how to create and interpret a pictogram or block graph where one block or symbol represents 
one or two things.  

 

Topic -  This week we will be looking at how our plants are growing and continue to care for them.                                    
We will also look at plants which grow in the UK and compare them with plants which grow in rainforests. 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception       

Do 

cows 

drink 

milk? 

Year Two       

The Scented 

Garden 

Year One - 

MOON 

ZOOM! 
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Messages & Notices 
 

World Book Day - Thursday 7th March 

We are inviting the children to come to school dressed as a book character of their choice to celebrate World Book 

Day which is on Thursday 7th March this year.  The children will be bringing home a World Book Day voucher which 

can be used in exchange for one of the many free books available in local bookshops, or they can be used as a £1 

deduction off any book at our forthcoming Book Fair in a couple of weeks’ time.     
 

Curriculum Maps 

This term’s Curriculum Maps are now on our website.  Please click here to see Year Two’s ‘The Scented Garden’.  

Click here for Year One’s ‘Moon Zoom’ and click here for Reception’s ‘Do cows drink milk?’.   
 

Tuesday - Shrove Tuesday - 5th March 

Next Tuesday is Shrove Tuesday so the children will be served pancakes for dessert at lunch time instead of the    

Ginger and Lemon Sponge! 
 

Rags2Riches - Collection Date: Tuesday 5th March 

Next Tuesday the Rags2Riches bags will be collected for a donation to be made to the Friends of St. Mary’s.  Please 

have a sort out over the weekend, if you haven’t already done so, and fill a bag and bring it in by Tuesday morning.  

Bin bags can be used if you need more than one.  Many thanks for your help in fund-raising to buy resources for your 

children to use in school.  
 

Parents’ Evenings 

Next week we look forward to welcoming you to our parents’ evenings on Tuesday 5th March and Thursday 7th 

March.  You will have the opportunity to look at your children’s books and refreshments will be served.  If you need 

a reminder of what time your appointment is, please ask your child’s class teacher. 
 

Drop-In Sessions 

Please remember that every Tuesday between 3.00pm-3.30pm all staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’ 

conversation.  This is an opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in 

an informal way.  We do recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, 

our usual appointment system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 

Piano Lessons for Year 1 and Year 2 Children 

Samantha Belfield is a piano teacher who is offering 1:1 lessons during the school day for children in Years 1 and 2.  

Lessons will be £14 for 30 minutes.  Pupils will be collected from their classrooms on a rotating timetable.  If you are 

interested in your child having lessons or would like more information, please call Samantha directly on  

 
 

Year 2 SATS Meeting                                                                                                             

All our Year 2 parents are warmly welcome to join us for an information meeting regarding KS1 SATS and how they 

are administered at St. Mary’s Infants.  There will also be an opportunity to look at some SATS workbooks that you 

may feel will help you to support your child’s learning at home.                                                                                                          

Please come along on Tuesday 26th March at 2.00pm to the school hall.   

http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/classes/year-2/term-4-the-scented-garden.pdf
http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/Moon_Zoom_Summer_1.pdf
http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/classes/reception/topics-reception-term-4.pdf
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 4TH MARCH FOREST SCHOOL FOR  RECEPTION STARTS RECEPTION  IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 5TH MARCH PARENTS’ EVENING ALL 4.00-6.30pm 

TUESDAY 5TH MARCH RAGS2RICHES BAGS COLLECTION ALL  

WEDNESDAY 6TH MARCH YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE PLANETARIUM IN   

WITNEY 

YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 7TH MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY - DRESS UP AS A BOOK 

CHARACTER 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 7TH MARCH PARENTS’ EVENING ALL 3.10-5.40pm 

TUESDAY 12TH MARCH CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST RESEARCH STUDY 

IN SCHOOL 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 12TH MARCH YEAR 2 CONCERT AT WOOD GREEN 

SCHOOL 

YEAR 2 6.00pm 

MONDAY 18TH MARCH CRICKET SESSIONS START FOR YEAR 2 YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH RECEPTION TRIP TO FARMER GOW’S RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IN SCHOOL ALL  

TUESDAY 19TH MARCH AND BESPACE SESSIONS IN SCHOOL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH COLLECTIVE WORSHIP FOLLOWED BY    

COFFEE MORNING 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am-10.00am 

TUESDAY 26TH MARCH Y2 SATS MEETING FOR PARENTS Y2 PARENTS 2.00pm 

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL LAST MUSIC CLUB IN LIEU OF 31.1.19  3.00-3.45pm 

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL BAKE SALE IN AID OF AUTISM AWARENESS 

WEEK 

ALL WELCOME 3.00pm 

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL SUMMARY REPORTS HOME ALL  

FRIDAY 5TH APRIL SPRING TERM ENDS ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 22ND APRIL EASTER MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY - 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

  

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.55am 

TUESDAY 30TH APRIL YEAR 1 TRIP TO LEAWOOD, FILKINS ESTATE YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

