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Dear Families, 
 

Great news.  ODST have confirmed to us this 
week that they have awarded us a substantial 
grant to support our playground                    
redevelopment.  This means we should be 
able to begin Phase 2 of the playground     
project in the summer holiday!  We still need 
to continue our fund raising efforts but, with 
your support, we should be on target to    
provide St. Mary’s children with a wonderful 
space to play and learn in the new academic 
year. 
 

Our Reception children have embraced the 
example set by Fowler Hicks our contractors 
and have been using their new play vehicles 
to emulate the playground works.  They  
haven’t quite shifted 100 tonnes of soil but 
are doing their best!  These vehicles were 
purchased from funds donated to us from The 
Friends of St. Mary’s – thank you. 
 

I look forward to meeting with you next 
Wednesday or Thursday at our Parent 
Meetings.  There will be the opportunity for 
you to look at your child’s books and take 
home a summary of their learning so far.  This 
summary will also include information on how 
you can support your child’s next steps.   
 

Finally, thank you for your wonderful        
messages of support following my earlier 
email about muddy children.  We are blessed 
to have such an understanding and caring 
parent body. 
 

With kind regards,    
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Competitive Cake Sales - Winners 

Many thanks to everyone for baking, buying and helping with all the cake sales.  It was a close competition but the 

Reception class won with a resounding £146.55 on the last day of term to take the £50 class prize.   

Mrs. Wills will be thinking of how to spend it on the children. 

Reception                               
We have been doing lots of 
weighing and measuring this 
week in Reception. We have 
compared the weight of 
different objects, making   
predictions first and then   
using the scales to test those 
predictions. We had great fun 
seeing who could jump the 
furthest and who could throw 
a bean bag the furthest. 

Year One                         
In maths we made whole 

jam sandwiches. Then we 

halved and quartered 

them. Some of us halved    

vertically and horizontally 

and some of us halved 

diagonally. We all enjoyed 

eating them afterwards!  

Year Two                                    
This week we have 
planted some cress 
seeds. The children 
investigated what the 
seeds need to grow 
and have created a 
class-watering rota. 
We will keep you     
updated on            
Homeroom about 
how well the cress is     
growing.    
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will write a thank you to our visitor from The Blue Cross. There will also be 
‘challenge’ writing activities for the children to work on independently.  
 

Maths - We will be comparing and ordering numbers to 20  We will also consider which    
numbers are smaller or bigger than a given number and relate this to their position on a 
number track.  
 

Topic - We will be carrying out a simple investigation involving milk and thinking in depth 
about the question ‘Do cows drink milk?’ We will also learn about which foods are made from milk. 
 

 Reception       

Do cows 

drink 

milk? 

Year Two       

The Scented 

Garden 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be reading the story of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and taking part in 
role play activities. We will be learning how to use the suffixes ‘er’ and ‘est’ and will write   
sentences using the words smaller/smallest and softer/softest.  
 

Maths  - We will be learning how to identify odd and even numbers, doubling to 10 and 
counting in 5s and 10s using the phrases 2 lots of 10 or 4 lots of 5. 
 

Topic - We will learn about woodland flowers and create observational drawings of them. 
We will identify the parts of a fresh flower and then draw and label a diagram of it.   
 
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - Using our key text, ’The Magic Finger’, we will be using role-play and hot seating to explore the book      
further and develop our understanding of the characters. We will be looking at the phrase 
‘seeing red’ and thinking about the consequences of ‘seeing red’. We will also be writing      
descriptive phrases about what it would be like to fly and combining them together with other 
people’s to create a group poem.    
 

Maths - We will be learning to count in 2s, 5s and 10s and use this knowledge to solve            
multiplication problems and find specific multiples. We will also be introducing the x sign and 
recording all our 2, 5 and 10 times-tables. Finally, we will be learning about the commutative 
properties of multiplication sums by creating arrays and rotating them.  
 

Topic - We will be going to Frankie and Benny’s for our ‘Wow Day’ where will make and eat our own pizzas! We will 
also be making some detailed drawings of flowers using hand lenses to look closely at colour, shapes and patterns.  

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Year One 

The          

Enchanted 

Woodland 
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Messages & Notices 
Year 2s Independence 
Today we encouraged the Year 2s to come in to school independently.  They all managed extremely well.  We would 
like to continue to promote their independence so would ask you to drop your Year 2 child at the library door in the 
morning.  If you need to speak briefly to Mrs. Knight you are, of course, welcome to come in with your child.   

World Book Day 
On Thursday 1st March  the children are invited to come to school dressed as a book character of their choice to  
celebrate World Book Day.  They will also be bringing home a World Book Day voucher which can be used in          
exchange for one of the many free books available in local bookshops, or they can be used as  £1 towards any book 
at our forthcoming Book Fair. 
 
Oxfordshire Book Awards 
We have received the shortlist of books for the Oxfordshire Book Awards. Each class will now read all the books and 
vote for their favourite book. If you would also like to take part at home and let us know which book is your           
favourite, the short listed books are: 

 There's a Monster in your Book – Tom Fletcher 
 The Treasure of Pirate Frank – Mal Peet and Elspeth Graham 

 Superbat – Matt Carr 
 The King of the Sky – Nicola Davies 
 
Year 2 Frankie & Benny’s Wow Day 
Year 2 will be going on their ‘Wow Day’ on Tuesday 27th February. They will be going to Frankie and Benny’s to make 
and eat our very own pizzas! The children will be leaving school after registration and return at midday.  However, as 
they will be having lots of pizza and ice cream at the restaurant the children will not need a school or packed lunch.   

Valentine’s Day at The Shake Shop 
The Shake Shop in Witney ran a competition in the run up to Valentine’s Day 
whereby any company staff member in Witney could be nominated to receive a 
little bag of sweets on Valentine’s Day delivered by their mascot Silly Cow.  As we 
were on half term, our nominated staff member couldn’t receive her present on 
the special day itself, but Mrs. Lee was delighted to receive it this week in the 
office! Please go to the Shake Shop’s Facebook page and like her photo.  Thank 
you to the little person who nominated Mrs. Lee for ‘helping in the Reception 
Class, being kind and their favourite teacher’.   

Term Dates 2018 - 2019 
The term dates for the academic year 2018-2019 have been agreed and are now 
on our new website under the Useful Information heading.   
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Playground Project Update 
As you can see, work is well and truly underway on our exciting playground project.  Look how the         
playground has changed in the space of only 10 days!  Over 150 tonnes of rubble has been removed. 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 23RD FEBRUARY BEDTIME STORIES ALL 5.45-6.45pm 

TUESDAY 27TH FEBRUARY YEAR 2 WOW DAY AT FRANKIE & BENNY’S YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 4.00-7.00pm 

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY - DRESS UP AS A BOOK 

CHARACTER OF YOUR CHOICE 

ALL YEARS ALL DAY 

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.10-5.30pm 

MONDAY 5TH MARCH YEAR 1 TRIP TO FILKINS’ ESTATE YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH KS1 ASSEMBLY ON SPEAK OUT, STAY SAFE YEARS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH PARENTS’ ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP ALL WELCOME 2.00-3.00pm 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD 

GREEN 

YEAR 2 EVENING 

SATURDAY 17TH MARCH RACE NIGHT AT WITNEY LAKES ALL WELCOME EVENING 

TUESDAY 20TH MARCH RECEPTION TRIP TO FARMER GOW’S RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH  SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IN SCHOOL ALL 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH ROBERT COURTS MP VISITING ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARENTS - SATS MEETING YEAR 2 2.15pm 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 9.30-10.20AM 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH HOUSE REWARD HOUSE WINNERS IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 29TH MARCH EASTER HOLIDAY ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 16TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

TUESDAY 22ND MAY MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN ALL 1.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY YEAR 1 PHONICS MEETING FOR PARENTS YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.15pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

