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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 1 – 7th September 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

Welcome back to the autumn term and a 
new school year.  An especially warm    
welcome to families new to St. Mary’s.  I 
hope you and your son or daughter will 
quickly feel part of our community and 
enjoy all that school life offers.  Indeed, I 
hope all St. Mary’s families have had an 
opportunity for some rest and relaxation in 
the summer break.  I have already heard of 
lots of adventures and new experiences.   
 

We also welcomed Mrs Lynn Brannon 
(Class Teacher) in Year 1, Mrs Hannah   
Morris (Teaching Assistant) in Year 1 and 
Mr James Hazel (Forest School and Active 
Club Leader).  
 

The year ahead is full of interesting        
projects and opportunities for learning  
including our new ‘Forest Schools’          
programme. This will be led by Mr Hazel 
with every child engaging in 5 outdoor 
learning afternoons at Cogges Manor Farm 
over the year.   Full details of this exciting 
new venture were emailed to all families 
this week.   
 

I look forward to meeting with you over 
the coming weeks.   
 

With kind regards,                                       

Sarah Grier                                                 

Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                               
The children are settling into 
Reception and have been 
having lots of fun exploring 
their new classroom and the 
wonderful new outdoor   
area.  

Year One                         
The children have 
settled well into their 
first week in Year 1 
and are already           
showing they are     
loving to learn as they 
busily get on with their 
mark making. 

        Year Two                                     

In maths this week we had to    
order 3 numbers. We worked in 
groups of three and had to be    
Oggy Owl because sometimes we 
had to order them starting with 
the biggest number first. 
 

Playground Celebration Party 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend the official opening of our new playground by Robert Courts MP, on Friday 28th September at 
3.00pm until 4.15pm.  The Friends of St. Mary’s will be offering refreshments so please come along and see the amazing         

transformation that has taken place over the last few months. 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will be beginning our phonics sessions next week and starting to learn how to write                              
letters in the cursive style. We will also be introducing reading books throughout the 
week so please check book bags.   
 

Maths - We will be counting items in sets ensuring we use one to one correspondence 
(saying one number name for one item), matching written and spoken numerals and  
understanding conservation of number (knowing that the amount remains the same no 
matter how the items are arranged).  
 

Topic - We will continue to play games and spend time in our key groups to help us              
develop new friendships and get to know one another.  

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be reading and acting out the events the story ‘The Dinosaur Who Couldn’t Sleep’.                          
We will discuss the story setting, who is the main character and why they cannot sleep. We 
will learn to ‘box up’ the events and draw our own story maps using ‘talk for writing’.   
 

Maths - We  will be concentrating on number and place value. We will be counting on and 
back from a number and estimating up to 30 objects and recognise dice arrays.  Online Maths     
homework has been allocated for the half term, and if a reminder of your child’s password is 
required, please do not hesitate to come and see me to ensure your child can enjoy these fun 
online games. 
 

Topic - Our new topic will be introduced this week and children will become detectives    
investigating what made those foot prints. We will be introduced to Mary Anning.  Who is 
she, where did she come from and what is she famous for?  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be writing sentences about what the children know about Witney and what they would like to find 
out.  The children will orally describe what they can see in old photos of Witney before 
composing sentences about it.  We will be revising the spelling of key words from Year 
One including days of the week and months of the year.  
 

Maths -  Revise number bonds to 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10; know number bonds to 10 and begin 
to learn related subtraction facts; know multiple of 10 number bonds to 100, learn bonds 
to 20, rehearse number bonds to 10 and 20 using stories.  
 

Topic - We will be looking at maps of the local area and identifying features and        
landmarks. We will find out how to use a map key and locate some symbols. We will search for images of Witney 
and learn how to copy and paste them whilst learning about E-safety.  We will be creating models of buildings from 
our own community using junk. Please could you bring in any junk materials from home, thank you.  We will be   
visiting St Mary’s Church on Tuesday morning to learn all about the origins of the Witney Feast. 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  
Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          
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Messages & Notices 
Thank you 

An enthusiastic and sincere ‘Thank you’ to Mr Allen (Charlie’s Daddy 
in Year 1) and owner of Evie Willow Kitchens for the generous gift of       
handmade, bespoke cupboards for the Year 1 classroom.  They are a      
wonderful addition to the room and have helped to transform the          
classroom in to an organised learning environment.  Mr Allen even         
ensured that the St. Mary’s book bags fit perfectly into the drawers!   
Thank you Mr Allen.  
 

Clubs 

Our clubs for the autumn term begin on 10 September so please ensure that reply slips are returned to the office by 

today, 7 September so we can allocate places at one of our after school clubs. 
 

Website 

This week our website has been updated to reflect changes for this academic year.  Do please follow this link            

St. Mary’s Infant School to see all the latest information. 
 

Internet Safety 

On Monday, staff attended an INSET day in school which included a focus on recent safeguarding updates.  The latest 

documentation highlights the need for schools and parents to be aware of how to keep children safe online.  Below 

are several websites that are recommended for parents; please click on the links to find out more:  

thinkuknow   

Parent Zone 

Internet Matters 

Net Aware 
 

Drop Ins 
Every Tuesday between 3.00pm-3.30pm all staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’ conversation.  This is an 
opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in an informal way.  We do 
recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, our usual appointment 
system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 

Volunteers to hear readers                                                                                                                                                                                             
Please see your child’s class teacher if you would like to volunteer to hear readers.  

Forest School – Can you help with any supplies?! 
Miss Atkinson would I would greatly appreciate:  
 

 Any old (but still waterproof) wellington boots 
 Suitable kettles for a campfire  
 Old pots and pans   
 Thermos flasks  
 Camping cups for hot chocolate  
 Any waterproof clothing aged 4 -7 years in particular trousers or ‘all in ones’ 
 

Thank you. 
 

Friends of St. Mary’s (PTA) Meeting 
There is a meeting to be held in school next Friday 14th September at 9.00am and all parents are welcome, old and new.  If you 
cannot attend but would like to be part of the FoSMS please let the office know or email the new Chair, Siobhan Foster-Weston, 
on fosmsw@gmail.com. 

http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
https://parentzone.org.uk/home
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER CLUBS AND FOREST SCHOOL START ALL YEARS  

TUESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER VISIT TO ST. MARY’S CHUCH TO LEARN 

ABOUT WITNEY FEAST 

ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S (PTA) MEETING IN 

SCHOOL 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am 

THURSDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER COFFEE MORNING WITH STAFF: SENCO, 

SEN GOVERNOR & C&I ADVISORY TEACHER 

 9.00am 

FRIDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER PLAYGROUND CELEBRATION PARTY ALL WELCOME 3.00pm-4.15pm 

WEDNESDAY 10TH OCTOBER RAGS2RICHES BAGS COLLECTION ALL YEARS  

FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY-PORTRAITS ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER BEDTIME STORIES ALL YEARS 5.30-6.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30-10.20am 

THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER END OF HALF TERM  2.55pm 

FRIDAY 19TH OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED   

MONDAY 29TH OCTOBER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL TBC 

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

 10.00am and 6.30pm 

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN ST. 

MARY’S CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER TERM ENDS ALL 1.15pm 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

