“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 1 – 6th September 2019
Dear Families,
Welcome back to the autumn term and a
new school year. An especially warm
welcome to families new to St. Mary’s. I
hope you and your son or daughter will
quickly feel part of our community and
enjoy all that school life offers. Indeed, I
hope all St. Mary’s families have had an
opportunity for some rest and relaxation in
the summer break. I have already heard of
lots of adventures and new experiences.
It has been a joy to see our children return
to school full of such enthusiasm and
curiosity for learning. This year our staff
team is joined by Mr Richard Morris who
will be the Year 2 Teaching Assistant on a
Wednesday and Mr. Ben Whittaker joins us
as an Administrative Assistant in the office
on a Thursday.
I look forward to meeting with you over
the coming weeks.
With best wishes,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

Happy First Days at St. Mary’s!
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

DIARY DATES
DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 10TH
SEPTEMBER

RECEPTION PARENTS INFORMATION
MEETING IN THE HALL

RECEPTION

2.00pm

TUESDAY 17TH
SEPTEMBER

CHILDREN VISIT ST.
MARY’S CHURCH

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL
TIME

TUESDAY 24TH
SEPTEMBER

HANDWRITING
WORKSHOP

ALL PARENTS 9.00am

THURSDAY 3RD
OCTOBER

HARVEST SERVICE IN
CHURCH

ALL
WELCOME

9.30am

FRIDAY 4TH
OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL
CLOSED TO PUPILS

MONDAY 7TH
OCTOBER

FLU VACCINATIONS

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL
TIME

TUESDAY 8TH
OCTOBER

PARENT MEETINGS

ALL YEARS

4.006.30pm

THURSDAY 10TH
OCTOBER

PARENT MEETINGS

ALL YEARS

3.205.50pm

THURSDAY 10TH
OCTOBER

RAGS2RICHES CLOTHES ALL
COLLECTION

FRIDAY 11TH
OCTOBER

COLOURBOX PORTRAIT ALL YEARS
PHOTOS

THURSDAY 17TH
OCTOBER

STAY & PLAY OPEN
MORNING PROSPECTIVE PARENTS

9.00am

9.3011.00am

* * * NO NUT POLICY * * *
Please be aware that we have two children in school with a severe
nut allergy. Please ensure any foods coming into school, e.g. packed
lunches or birthday treats, are nut free. Thank you for your
cooperation with this.
office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387

“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

Messages & Notices
Workshops
Over the coming weeks we will be holding various workshops for parents to attend including Phonics and Super
Numbies. We will be holding a Handwriting Workshop in the school hall on 24th September at 9.00am to share with
you our handwriting scheme. If you are unable to make the meeting the PowerPoint will be uploaded to our school
website.
Clubs
Our clubs for the autumn term begin on 17 September for Years 1 and 2 so please ensure that reply slips are
returned to the office by Wednesday, 11 September so we can allocate places at one of our wonderful after school
clubs. The letter detailing the clubs will be sent home in book bags today.

Internet Safety
On Tuesday, staff attended an INSET day in school which, in part, focused on recent safeguarding updates. The latest
documentation highlights the need for schools and parents to be aware of how to keep children safe online. Below
are several websites that are recommended for parents:
thinkuknow
Parent Zone
Internet Matters
Net Aware
In school, we continuously talk to the children about how to keep themselves safe online and what they should do if
they see or hear anything that makes them uncomfortable or worried.
Drop Ins
Every Tuesday between 3.00pm-3.30pm all staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’ conversation. This is an
opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in an informal way. We do
recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, our usual appointment
system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher.
Uniform
We still have some second-hand uniform that is in good condition. Before you pop out and buy anything new, please
ask in the office because we may have just what you’re looking for.

Mobile ‘Phone Reminder
Please remember that St. Mary’s Infant School is a Mobile Free Zone and no mobiles should be
used on site. This is in accordance with guidelines from the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children
Board, and the Governing Body politely requests all those entering the school to refrain from
using their mobile ‘phone on school grounds. Thank you.

