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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 19 – 9th February 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

恭喜发财 or ‘happiness and prosperity’ to 

all our friends! The children enjoyed a         
fabulous experience as part of our Chinese 
New Year celebrations on Monday. We were 
joined by Li Bin who shared with the children 
many traditions linked to the Chinese New 
Year and presented the children with a    
number of small tokens to take home. In   
Reception it was a delight to watch some of 
the children joining together to re-enact a 
lion dance. 
 

My thanks to Mrs. Knight for coordinating a 
range of e-safety activities throughout the 
week. I hope that your child has been sharing 
with you all that they have learnt. Just a     
reminder that our parent e-safety workshop 
takes place after half term on Wednesday 7th 
March at 2.00-3.00pm and everyone is   
warmly invited. 
 

Finally, I would ask you to read the               
penultimate page of our newsletter detailing 
the changes that have been made to            
accommodate our playground development. 
Don’t forget the children will need to bring in 
a named pair of wellies as it’s likely to get 
very muddy! 
 

I wish you all a happy half term and look     
forward to seeing you on Monday 19th      
February refreshed and ready for a new half 
term of learning.   
 

With kind regards,    
Sarah Grier                                                 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

House Team Winners 

The Keep Fit Kiwis were victorious this half term with 124 pompoms, Sporty Strawberries came a close second with 

116, followed by Bouncy Blueberries 105 and Muscly Mangoes 91.  Their reward on Thursday afternoon was to   

decorate little cakes and bake biscuits.  Well done! 

Reception                               
The children were very  impressed when 
they watched a video clip of Chinese Lion 
Dancing this week. They were then eager 
to have a go themselves! 

Year One                        
Thank you for all the effort 
you put in to the homework. 
We loved sharing the work 
with each other and               
yourselves.  The children 
were very proud of both the 
work done at home and at 
school.  Year Two                                    

During ‘Safer Internet Day’, 
the children focused on   
being kind to each other, in 
both the real world and 
online. The children made 
posters about their          
favourite things in school 
and we then put the        
pictures on Homeroom. The 
children loved reading all 
the kind comments people 
had written about their 
posters. Oliver said ‘It made 
me feel so happy!’. 
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Next Term’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will look at different farm animals and farm machinery. We will write our own 
shopping lists, thinking about items we may buy from a farm shop.  
 

Maths - We will explore lengths, heights and weights and learn to compare each of these   
using direct comparisons. We will also measure length and heights using a non-standard    
uniform measure such as a felt-tip pen and compare weights using balancing scales and     
non-standard units such as multi-link cubes or pebbles.  
 

Topic - We will start our topic by considering which animals may live on a farm and who has already visited a farm.  
We will have a visitor from the Blue Cross who will help us learn how to look after animals.  
 

 Reception       

Do cows 

drink 

milk? 

Year Two       

The Scented 

Garden 

Next Term’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be learning facts about woodland animals and then writing these facts as 
sentences to accompany our drawings of woodland animals.  We will continue to learn 
phase 5 sounds and concentrate on spelling phase 4 key words. 
 

Maths  - Find half, quarter and three quarters of shapes; begin to know that two halves and 
four quarters are a whole and that two quarters are a half. 
 

Topic - We will be identifying animals that live in a woodland habitat and those that do 
not. We will be learning how to draw woodland animals by looking at photographs of the 
animals.  Our football sessions will begin on 12th March and will last for 3 weeks. PE sessions before this date will 
concentrate on underarm throwing and catching skills.  

Next Term’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We are going to be exploring the book “The Magic Finger”. The children will            
familiarise themselves with the book cover and make predictions about what they think the 
book may be about. We will also be having a class debate about topics, which arise        
throughout the story, and constructing for and against arguments.  
 

Maths - We will be revising doubles and corresponding halves to 15 as well as finding half of 
odd and even numbers to 30.We will be revising 1/2s, 1/4s, 1/3s and 2/3s of shapes and 
counting in 1/2s and 1/4s.  
 

Topic - We are going to tiptoe through the tulips as our senses discover the blooming foliage and enchanting    
fragrances of flowers and herbs. Round and round the mulberry bush we go planting bulbs and seeds, and then 
watching them grow beneath the sunshine and showers.  

OUR TOPICS NEXT TERM ARE... Year One 

The          

Enchanted 

Woodland 
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Messages & Notices 
The much anticipated phase 1 of our playground project begins on Monday 12th February and should be completed 
ready for the start of the summer term.   
 

Our contractor is Fowler Hicks Landscapes Limited, a local Witney company with a proven track record of excellence 
and safety.  The works will be supervised by our landscape architects, Simon Richards from Land Studio and Tom Fry 
from ODST.  Mr. Esmond Ellis has been appointed as an independent designer and H&S consultant whose role is to 
oversee compliance.  Fowler Hicks have received the appropriate safeguard training and hold DBS certificates.  They 
will be on site Monday to Friday, 8am – 4.30pm. 
 

During the playground works we have agreed with our neighbours that the lane to the side of the school will be used 
for access to the school.  The lane is private property so we would ask that our families be respectful of its flower 
beds.  It is also used for vehicle access by the home owners so we would remind everyone to take care.  
 

As you will appreciate we have had to make some adjustments to the arrangements for the children which we have 
detailed below. Playtimes and lunchtimes will take place in the lower playground area (adjacent to Reception) where 
there is a mixture of grass and hard surface.  As we head into spring this area is likely to be muddy and we suggest all 
children have a pair of named wellies in school for outdoor use. They may come home a little muddier than usual but 
we ask you to bear with us as the end result will be a fabulous play space ready for use throughout the summer 
term! 

  

 

Further information:                                                                                                                                                                       
The parking area at the front of the school will be for contractors and waste only. All visitors who visit during the 
school day will enter via the main front entrance.  A new bike and scooter zone will be located in the lower          
playground accessed via the double gates from the lane. 
 

The children have been informed throughout the week of these arrangements.  We are aware that the children will 
require additional support while they adjust to these new procedures but are confident that, with the support of all 
our staff, they will quickly become accustomed to the new plans. Should you have any queries regarding these      
arrangements please do not hesitate to ask for further information or request an appointment with Mrs. Grier. 

Event Entry to School Additional information 

Breakfast Club Via main front door Breakfast club will be held in the hall 

8.40am 

Start of school day 

All families enter via the lane and 
through the double gates 

  

Year 1 & 2 children enter their         
classroom via the library.  Bikes and 
scooters parked in the zoned area. 

12 noon - 1pm 

Lunchtime 

  

  

Entry to lunch hall via library and 
through Year 2 & 1. 

  

  

There will be no Active Club.             
Alternative activities will take place at 
12.30pm in Reception:                   
Monday and Wednesday: Lego        
Tuesday and Thursday: Movie            
Friday: Construction on Reception     
forecourt  

2.50pm Double gate in the lane opened All parents enter and exit via double 
gate in the lane. 

2.55pm 

End of day 

  Reception children collected from    
Reception forecourt.                         
Year 1 and 2 children collected from the 
playground.  

After school clubs Main front door Children collected from the hall.  
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE RECEPTION 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY SPRING TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY YEAR 2 CONCERT REHEARSAL AT THE BLAKE YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY BLUE CROSS VISIT TO RECEPTION CLASS RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 23RD FEBRUARY BEDTIME STORIES ALL 5.45-6.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 4.00-7.00pm 

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY ALL  

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.10-5.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH KS1 ASSEMBLY ON SPEAK OUT, STAY SAFE YEARS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH PARENTS’ ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP ALL WELCOME 2.00-3.00pm 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD 

GREEN 

YEAR 2 EVENING 

SATURDAY 17TH MARCH RACE NIGHT AT WITNEY LAKES ALL WELCOME EVENING 

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH ROBERT COURTS MP VISITING ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARENTS - SATS MEETING YEAR 2 2.15pm 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 9.30-10.20AM 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH HOUSE REWARD HOUSE WINNERS IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 29TH MARCH EASTER HOLIDAY ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 16TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

    

    

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

