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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 18 – 2nd February 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

It’s been a busy week for our Year 2 children 
who participated in an e-safety talk on     
Monday at school and were then guests on 
Wednesday at Henry Box to see their         
performance of High School Musical.  Both 
were important learning opportunities.  The 
children gained much from the e-safety talk 
where they learnt about not sharing personal 
details, whilst the visit to Henry Box enabled 
them to see the joy and reward of teamwork, 
dedication and organisation. As I watched the 
children watching the performance there 
were lots of smiling faces and a little bit of 
‘dancing-in-their-chairs’ going on! 
 

This week I met with our playground          
contractors who will begin work on phase 1 of 
our playground project during half term.  
Throughout the project, safety for all will be 
paramount and we have been liaising with 
fire officers and the ODST to ensure that full 
and detailed risk assessments are in place.  It 
is hoped that phase 1 will be completed ready 
for the summer term which is an exciting  
prospect.  Full details of all the arrangements, 
including adjustments to play and lunchtimes 
and morning drops and afternoon collections, 
will be sent next week. 
 
 

With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

MP Visit 
We are delighted to have been contacted by our local MP, Robert Courts, who is going to visit St. Mary’s on  

Friday 23rd March.  We will keep you updated on details of his visit. 

Reception                               
We had lots of fun in the garden 
this week as someone had left 
some magic beans for us to       
discover. We planted the beans 
and waited to see what they 
would grow into. Some children 
hoped for a gigantic beanstalk 
but were still happy with the 
little one they saw growing. 
                           

Year One                        
We used bananas,       

blueberries and spinach  

to make superhero 

smoothies. Mrs Townsend 

was very impressed with 

Harrison’s chopping skills 

and it looks like Betsy and 

Eli were too!  Year Two                                    
In maths, we have been 
learning about 3D 
shapes and their     
different properties. We 
made our own 3D 
shapes using different 
resources.  To begin 
with, we made cubes, 
cuboids and square 
based pyramids but 
after a while, we got 
more adventurous and 
made more extravagant 
3D shapes like             
dodecahedrons.   
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will continue writing about the magic beans in the garden. We will have a go at some 
Chinese writing and decide which we find easier.  
 

Maths - We will be looking at halving and sharing numbers up to ten. We will make play dough 
cakes and biscuits and share them between two soft toys, then extend to sharing between four 
toys.  
 

Topic - We will have a class vote to discover which traditional tale is our favourite. We will also be learning about 
Chinese New Year and joining in a Chinese workshop. Linking into internet safety day, we will be learning about how 
to stay safe when using the internet as well as considering how we can keep ourselves safe in other situations e.g. 
near a road, at the swimming pool, in the sunshine.  

 

Reception     

Will you read me 

a story?   
Year Two  

               Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will continue to read ‘Traction Man is Here’ and take photos of him having new            
adventures around our school.  We will use these photos to make a story map and write a new       
adventure story about Traction Man. 
 

Maths  - Name, recognise and know the properties of 3D shapes: cube, cuboid, cone, cylinder and 
sphere; begin to sort 3D shapes according to properties; order and name the days of the week and 
months of the year; recognise and name the seasons. 
 

Topic - We will be finishing off our Superhero topic by taking photos of ourselves and then using a paint              
programme to edit them to make us look like superheroes. We will be taking part in a Chinese Workshop as part of 
our Chinese New Year celebrations. Next Tuesday is Internet Safety Day so we will be doing several activities around 
this theme. Finally, don’t forget homework sharing on Thursday. 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be revisiting the story of ‘The Midnight Pirates’ and writing our own version of the story. We will   
be using drama to help us plan out our story and thinking about ways we would like to change the original story to 
make it our own. Finally, we will be re-examining all the ways we know to write an  
interesting story, such as using a range of punctuation and adventurous adjectives.  
 

Maths - We will be consolidating the different areas of maths we have covered this 
term through problem solving activities.    
 

Topic - We will be learning about pirate treasure maps and creating our own map, thinking carefully about where 
we should hide our pirate treasure. We will also be looking at the work of the RNLI and working in teams to use 
wooden blocks to build a life raft that all the team can fit on to.  

Year One 

Superheroes 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 

Lidl and FA Football Sessions 
We are very excited to have been approached by the FA in conjunction with Lidl and receive some free coaching 
football sessions.  Years 1 and 2 will take part in these on a Monday afternoon in school time for 6 weeks starting 
after half term.   
 

Parents’ Meetings Appointments 
Sign up sheets will be available from next Monday for booking appointments to see your child’s class teacher.  The 
meetings will be held on Wednesday 28th February and Thursday 1st March. 
 

Homework Sharing 
On Thursday 8th February the Year 1 and Year 2 children will be sharing their homework in class in the morning.  We 
would then like to invite all parents to come and see their work in the afternoon at 2.45pm.   
 

Year 2 Poetry Recital 
On Monday 5th February in the morning, the children will be filmed performing their poems and this will be shared 
on the big screen with parents during the homework sharing afternoon on Thursday 8th. 
 

Half Term 12th-16th February 
We finish this half term on Friday 9th February with a normal collection time of 2.55pm.  Don’t forget the Reception 
class will be holding their cake sale after school that day as well! 
 

Handwriting Workshop Refresher 
We have had to cancel our Handwriting Workshop Refresher which was to be held next week.  If there is enough  
interest, we will reschedule it for later in the year. 
 

Rags to Riches Bag Collection 
Thank you to everyone who donated bags of clothes etc.  We managed to donate over 330kg which should mean 
£165 to FOSMS.  Another collection is planned for June so please start saving!  
 

Year 2 Library Book Day 
Please note that the Year 2 children will now change their library books on Wednesdays instead of Fridays.  

E-Safety Week 
Our e-Safety week is set to be an active way for our children to learn about keeping themselves safe on-line.  A 
number of events are planned throughout the week and will begin on e-Safety day itself, Tuesday 6th February, 
with Mrs. Knight taking an e-Safety assembly.  On Tuesday the children will be bringing home an NSPCC booklet 
about ways to keep safe on-line and we would encourage you to talk to your child about some of the suggestions 
it makes.   

NSPCC Online Safety Workshop 
We are pleased to be able to inform you that the NSPCC are going to be delivering a free workshop for all parents 

on Wednesday 7th March at 2.00-3.00pm in the school hall.  Please do try and come along and help your children 

keep safe on-line.   

Prior to this, Years 1 and 2 will have had a special talk about the NSPCC’s ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ programme. 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE YEAR 1 3.00pm 

MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY CHINESE NEW YEAR WORKSHOPS ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY YEAR POETRY RECITAL SHARING MORNING YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY RECEPTION WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

(SCHOOL NURSE TEAM) 

RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY HOUSE WINNERS REWARD - BAKING AND 

DECORATING CAKES AND BISCUITS 

HOUSE WINNERS IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY YEARS 1 & 2 HOMEWORK SHARING  -     

PARENTS WELCOME 

YEARS 1 & 2 PARENTS 2.45pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE RECEPTION 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY SPRING TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY YEAR 2 CONCERT REHEARSAL AT THE BLAKE YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY BLUE CROSS VISIT TO RECEPTION CLASS RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 23RD FEBRUARY BEDTIME STORIES ALL 5.45-6.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 4.00-7.00pm 

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY ALL  

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.10-5.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH KS1 ASSEMBLY ON SPEAK OUT, STAY SAFE YEARS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH PARENTS’ ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP ALL WELCOME 2.00-3.00pm 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD 

GREEN 

YEAR 2 EVENING 

SATURDAY 17TH MARCH RACE NIGHT AT WITNEY LAKES ALL WELCOME EVENING 

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH ROBERT COURTS MP VISITING ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARENTS - SATS MEETING YEAR 2 2.15pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

