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St. Mary’s CE Infant School
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No. 15 – 11th January 2019
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Happy New Year and a warm welcome
back to you all. I hope you all had a super
Christmas and an enjoyable break.

Reception
We had lots of fun dressing up as a
character from a traditional tale. We
wondered what it would be like if we
were a king or a queen for a day and
what rule we would make. We
followed a trail of pebbles but we had
a more pleasant surprise at the end
than Hansel and Gretel did.

The new year has begun with lots of
exciting learning opportunities including a
visit from BBC Radio Oxford. The BBC were
recording a piece on school admissions and
joined some parents who were touring the
school. We understand the segment may
be broadcast on Monday 14 January.
Reception came to school this morning
dressed as fabulous story book characters;
there were lots of Little Red Riding Hoods,
a wolf, Robin Hood, a bear, one of the
Three Little Pigs and Jack and the Beanstalk
including a castle in the sky!
This term we are delighted to welcome
two PGCE students from Oxford Brookes
University who are completing their
placements with us. Mrs Ewers will be
teaching in Year 1 and Miss Gasson in
Year 2. Over the next few weeks they will
be visiting the school on individual days
before beginning their seven week practice
on Monday 4 February.
Finally, as the chillier weather begins to set
in we will be operating a ‘cosy room’
where the children will either be able to
watch a video or play with construction
toys. The children will be able to choose if
they want to use the room and for how
long. In the meantime, don’t forget to
send your child in with a hat and gloves
(named of course!) to keep them warm
when they are outside.
With best wishes,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Year One
The children have
settled back into their
school routine
beautifully and have
worked extremely hard
all week and wowed me
with their sorting of
plurals this week.

Year Two
We made crowns that were “brighter than the sun itself” and “as fine
as the one the princess had dreamt about” in our new story ‘The
Princess and the White Bear King’. Next week, we will be writing a
letter to the princess to persuade her that she should choose our
crowns.
office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception

Year One

Will you read

Superheroes

me a story?

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...
Year Two
The Rainforest

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will practise using our phonics skills to write ‘I can sentences’ linked to physical skills
e.g. I can jump, run and sing a song. We will also write about our Traditional Tales dress-up day.
Maths - We will be exploring and identifying patterns, including line symmetry in images and
simple shapes. We will create and extend repeating patterns involving two, three and four items,
including images and objects.
Topic - We will look at the story ‘The Gingerbread Man’ and consider how else he could cross a river. We will
investigate scents in porridge oats and then make our own porridge, explore sinking and floating in the water tray
and investigate which material would make the best mattress for a princess or prince to sleep on.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be learning about extending our sentences using ‘but’ and ‘so’ in our writing about
our very own ‘real life superheroes’. We will be using adjectives to support our descriptions. In our
phonics we will continue to revise phase 5 and alternative spellings.
Maths - In maths we will be revising number bonds and writing our own word problems related to
addition and subtraction. We will be doubling a number and using our knowledge of number bonds
to add and subtract near doubles.
Topic - It will be our WOW day on Wednesday and we are so excited to be dressing up as our own
favourite ‘superheroes’. Who you will dress up as or will there be some newly created superheroes entering Year 1?

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will begin to read ‘The Princess and the White Bear King’ by Tanya Robyn Batt and
discuss and write about the main character and the setting. We will also write a diary entry
taking on the role of the princess. Our spelling focus this week is words ending in ‘el’.
Maths - We will revise number bonds to 10; begin to bridge 10; subtract from 10 and 20; use
number facts to find the complement to ten; find a difference between two numbers by
counting on.
Topic - We will look at the physical features of the rainforest including the different layers and compare its
features with our local area. We will be thinking about the types of animals living in the rainforest and what they
need for survival. Forest School starts again for Group 1 on Monday. Please remember to bring appropriate
clothing and footwear for the session and the winter weather.
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Messages & Notices
Y3 Junior Admission: 15th January 2019 Deadline
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2019 to designated Junior
Schools. Please apply on-line at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions as this is the most secure way of applying but if
you cannot access the online process, there is a paper form.
Please note the closing date for applications is next Tuesday 15th January 2019 and the National offer date is
16th April 2019. The 15th January closing date is extremely important, as late applications will not be considered until
May 2019 (after the first offers have been made). Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a
place at one of their preferred schools

Message from the Chair of Governors
Happy New Year to all our families and carers!
Governors were absolutely delighted with the result from our recent Ofsted inspection (which can be found on
the school website) – it is testament to the hard work and dedication of the school staff, congratulations.
However, Governors won’t be putting their feet up and relaxing just yet! Governors at St Mary’s continue to
provide oversight to the 3 key development priorities for this academic year:
 Improve outcomes in writing;
 Embed and develop the school’s Christian distinctiveness;
 Develop the teaching and assessment of science.
We are also responsible for providing strategic oversight in areas such as Safeguarding, Health & Safety, EYFS,
SEN: we all visit the school at least once a term to monitor progress in those areas against our development plans.
To do this, we speak to staff, talk to the children, look at data and listen to you, the parents.
ODST continues to provide us with very useful training and strategic briefings; we are also lucky enough to be
funded to take part in national training for governors.
To find out more about who the school’s governors are click here and to give you a better sense of what we do,
this term we expect that:
 Kate will talk to children about whether they find their ‘next steps’ and marking helpful for improving their
writing;
 Harriet and Elizabeth will be working with Mrs Brannan to monitor collective worship, and discuss whether it
meets the needs of the children;
 Steve and Mrs Wills are going to look at the learning displays for science and discuss improvements to the
learning environment;
 And finally, we will all meet to discuss and provide oversight to finances, policies and data related to the
school’s progress, in our Board meeting .
We look forward to talking to parents and carers at school events and coffee mornings, and as ever, if you have
anything you’d like to discuss with a Governor, do get in contact via the office.
Kate Pengelly
Chair of Governors
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

WEEK BEGINNING 14TH JANUARY
2019

FOREST SCHOOL, CHANGE4LIFE AND AFTER ALL
SCHOOL CLUBS START THIS WEEK

VARIOUS

TUESDAY 15TH JANUARY

NATIONAL DEAF CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
ROADSHOW

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 16TH JANUARY

YEAR 1 SUPERHERO DAY

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 18TH JANUARY

FOSMS MEETING IN SCHOOL

ALL WELCOME

9.00am

MONDAY 21ST JANUARY

SUPERHERO VISITORS TO YEAR 1

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 22ND JANUARY

VISIT TO CROCODILES OF THE WORLD

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 28TH JANUARY

CHINESE NEW YEAR WORKSHOPS
PERFORMANCE FOR PARENTS

ALL YEARS
ALL WELCOME

IN SCHOOL TIME
2.30pm

FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY

HALF TERM ENDS

ALL

2.55pm

MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY

TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.55am

MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY

HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

TUESDAY 5TH MARCH

PARENTS’ EVENING

ALL

4.00-6.30pm

TUESDAY 5TH MARCH

RAGS2RICHES BAGS COLLECTION

ALL

THURSDAY 7TH MARCH

PARENTS’ EVENING

ALL

3.10-5.40pm

TUESDAY 12TH MARCH

YEAR 2 CONCERT AT WOOD GREEN
SCHOOL

YEAR 2

6.00pm

THURSDAY 4TH APRIL

EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

FRIDAY 5TH APRIL

SPRING TERM ENDS

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 22ND APRIL

EASTER MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL

SUMMER TERM STARTS

ALL

8.55am

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

