“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 13 – 7th December 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

It was super to see so many of you at our
Christmas Fayre last Saturday.
The atmosphere was wonderful and it was
a delight to see so many families joining in
the festive fun. The Friends of St. Mary’s
raised an incredible £858. My thanks to
you all for your donations, time and
support; we are truly blessed at St. Mary’s
to have such a proactive parent body.
As we stepped into December this week, St
Mary's has begun to embrace all things
Christmassy. The rehearsals for our
nativity, ‘The Hoity-Toity Angel’, are in full
swing. Visitors to the school have been
enchanted to hear the children's voices
singing out as they practise for their
performances next week. Please do join us
on Wednesday 12th December at either
9.30am or 6.30pm for one of our two
performances.
Our Christmas tree is now looking
wonderful decked out in decorations made
by the children. If your child hasn’t yet
made a decoration, there’s still time for
them to create something fabulous with
sparkles and glitter.

Year One
Year 1 have had a very
busy week and have
worked hard learning their
songs for their Nativity. We
also took part in an
exciting Science Activity
Day and thoroughly
enjoyed investigating the
slowest and quickest
method of melting ice!
Very apt on these chilly
mornings!

Reception
Jessica and Tilda devised
their own challenge with
the guttering and balls
this week. They wanted
the balls to balance and
not roll around, so they
had to work together to
discover how to solve
the problem.

With best wishes,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher
Short Reports - Tuesday 18th December
We will be sending home a short report
on Tuesday 18th December with details
of your child’s learning this term and
their next steps. Please look out for it in
your child’s book bag.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Year Two
On Wednesday morning we became scientists and carried out an ice
investigation. First we had to find a way to release a Playmobil pirate
from a block of ice and then stop the Ice Queen's ice from melting.
We were surprised to discover that ice melts in hot water and cold
water as well.
office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387

“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

Reception - Why
do squirrels hide
their

Year One -

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

Year Two

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will continue with our phonics sessions and practise our writing through
activities linked to Christmas and The Christmas Story.
Maths - We will practise our counting skills; concentrating on counting with one to one
correspondence, counting large quantities and counting out given amounts as well as
recognising and naming numerals 1 -20.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be focusing on reading and writing the first one hundred words in phonics.

Maths - In Maths we will continue working with money; shopping for items and investigating
different ways to make an amount.
Topic - As part of our topic, we will complete our Zoo and make simple maps to enable us to
get around and see all the animals.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - Next week is our last spelling test for this term. We will then revisit the words learnt and I will be
assessing whether the children can spell them correctly in their own writing. We have poetry sharing on Friday
morning.

Maths - Count in 2s, 5s and 10s from zero; Count in multiples of 2p, 5p
and 10p; Number sequences of 2s, 5s and 10s; Find the totals of coins
and ways to make an amount; Use coins to make given amounts of
money.
Topic - We will be practising our Nativity on Monday afternoon and Tuesday is our dress rehearsal. All costumes
need to be brought into school by Monday. Please continue to help your child learn their words off by heart. On
Thursday afternoon the children have been invited to watch The Batt’s EYFS Nativity. If you can help walk the
children over to the school and back then please let the office know. Thank you.
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Messages & Notices
Nativity - Wednesday 12th December at 9.30am and 6.30pm
We invite you all to join us at St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 12th December to watch the children perform this
year’s Nativity “The Hoity-Toity Angel”. Please note the first performance will be at 9.30am instead of 10.00am as
previously stated. The evening performance starts at 6.30pm. Please let us know if your child will not be able to
attend the evening performance, especially if they are in Year 2.
Christmas Jumper Day - Save The Children - Friday 14th December
On Friday 14th December the children are invited to come in to school in a Christmas
jumper in exchange for a donation to Save The Children. The children should wear
their normal school uniform on their lower half i.e. trousers or skirts. Please help us
support this worthy charity.
Christingle Making - Help Needed - Tuesday 18th December 9.30pm-11.30pm
On Tuesday 18th December we will be making our Christingles in readiness for our end of term service on Thursday
20th December, and would love some parental help. If you have any spare time between 9.30am - 11.30am, please
let the office know if you are available. Thank you very much to those parents who have already offered.
Santa Sleigh 2018 - Tuesday 18th December 6.15pm
Each year Santa visits the streets of Witney and the surrounding villages on his sleigh helping to raise funds for
various charities. They have a newly refurbished sleigh and on Tuesday 18th December, Santa will be visiting homes
around the Deer Park area. Our children with their parents are invited to go along and help Santa on his visits and
raise some funds for St. Mary’s Infant School at the same time. If you and your child would like to join in, please
meet near Tesco off Edington Road at 6.15pm for a 6.30pm start ending around 8pm. They can really only take a
maximum of 12 families making door-to-door collections. The Round Table will provide hi-viz vests, collection pots
and sweets and will have at least two Round Table members on the roads and pavements to provide additional
support. If you have any questions please contact Tom Baynton (Theo’s Daddy) on 07941 732399 or email him on
witneyroundtable@gmail.com.
Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 19th December
On Wednesday 19th December the children will be having a Christmas lunch provided by The School Lunch
Company. We will need to order this in good time. We will therefore assume that ALL children would like a
Christmas lunch on that day unless we are informed otherwise. If your child would like to bring in their own packed
lunch on that day, please let the school office know by 3.00pm on Friday 7th December at the latest. Thank you.
Christmas Tree
Our Christmas tree will be taken down on Friday 21st December but if anyone would like it for a small donation of
£10 for the Friends of St. Mary’s please let the office know.

Science Day
On Wednesday morning Years 1 and 2 participated in a Science morning with an ‘Ice’ theme. All the children wore
‘Scientist at Work’ badges and put their ‘working scientifically’ skills to test.
Each year group were given different scenarios and then had to make predictions and test their theories. There was
a lot of scientific discussion and hands-on learning in both classrooms.
Year 2 were introduced to the concept of ‘conductors and insulators’ and had the extra challenge of creating their
own fair tests. The children discovered that their predictions were not always correct or successful, but this did not
deter them as all knowledge gained could be applied to the investigations.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 10TH DECEMBER

DEADLINE FOR CHRISTMAS LUNCH ORDERS ALL
- TO INFORM US IF YOUR CHILD DOES NOT
WANT ONE

TUESDAY 11TH DECEMBER

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL

*9.30am & 6.30pm

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

SAVE THE CHILDREN - CHRISTMAS JUMPER
DAY

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 18TH DECEMBER

HOUSE WINNERS TREAT

TBC

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN
ST. MARY’S CHURCH - CHRISTINGLE

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER

TERM ENDS

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

ALL

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2019

SPRING TERM STARTS

ALL

8.55am

TUESDAY 22ND JANUARY 2019

VISIT TO CROCODILES OF THE WORLD

Y2

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY

HALF TERM ENDS

ALL

2.55pm

MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY

TERM RESTARTS

ALL

8.55am

MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY

HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

TUESDAY 5TH MARCH

RAGS2RICHES BAGS COLLECTION

ALL

TUESDAY 12TH MARCH

YEAR 2 CONCERT AT WOOD GREEN
SCHOOL

YEAR 2

6.00pm

* Please note the change of time. The first performance is now at 9.30am. Thank you.

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

