
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 12 – 30th November 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

I would like to begin our newsletter with a 
sincere thank you to our school community 
for their kind wishes, thoughts and prayers 
during our Ofsted inspection this week.  
The day was purposeful and informative 
with the inspector speaking to staff,       
children, parents and governors to build a 
picture of our very special school.  At the 
end of the day, the inspector commented 
on the warm welcome he’d received from 
all.  I hope that the report, in the form of a 
letter, will be published before the end of 
term and I look forward to sharing it with 
you.  
 
This week our new blinds (purchased 
through a generous donation from the 
Friends of St. Mary’s) arrived for our Year 1 
and 2 classrooms and for the hall.  It seems 
rather strange to be installing blinds during 
such a gloomy week but there are days 
when the sun, streaming in through the 
windows, can be challenging for our      
children’s eyes.  These blinds will make a 
huge difference to the children’ learning 
environment, so on behalf of us all, ‘Thank 
you!’. 
 
Finally, I look forward to seeing you all at 
our Christmas Fayre on Saturday from 
11am - 1.00pm. 
 

With best wishes,                                         
Sarah Grier                                            
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                               
Shaving foam was a great 
way to practise number  
formation this week. It was 
such a popular activity that 
requests have been made 
for the shaving foam to 
come out again! 

Year One                         
Year 1 have had a very busy 
week learning about question 
marks and using them in their 
writing linked to the Jolly  
Postman. We have written an 
interesting fact file on how to 
look after a pet dog and even 
started building shelters for 
animals in preparation for 
constructing our own Class 
Zoo.  

Year Two                         
This week the children wrote 
fact files about a famous pirate. 
The children had to decide on a 
pirate name, a nationality and 
how they died, as well as writing 
fascinating facts about them. 
Please come and see our fact 
files which are on display in the 
classroom. 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - As we start to think about Christmas we will be writing a simple letter to Santa.      
During child initiated learning time, the children will be encouraged to write their own       
shopping lists.  
 

Maths - We will continue to work on ‘one more and one less’ using numbers up to 20. There 
will be opportunities to count objects and find the matching numeral as well as checking our 
counting skills by counting out a specific number of objects.  
  

Topic - We will revisit everything we have learnt about squirrels, hedgehogs and migrating 
birds as well as discussing ‘Which is your favourite woodland animal?’ We will learn about The Christmas Story and 
start some Christmas craft activities. 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We are focusing on our Nativity this week and reading and learning the words to the 
songs we will be singing for you all. We will participate in a ‘big write’ and use all that we have 
been taught this term to write a fabulous short story. 

 

Maths - In maths, we will be learning to recognise the different coin values and making a total. 
We will go shopping in the classroom environment and give change. Do have fun at home with 
your child emptying their money boxes and counting out coins. Do introduce them to paper 
money and explain money does have to be earned and we do not just get it given to us.  
  

Topic - In our topic, we will design an animal to home and begin to construct it.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - Our spelling focus for this week is words ending in ‘-il’. Your child will be bringing home a speaking part to 
learn for the Nativity and we will be beginning to practise it in school. Thank you in advance for supporting 
your child with learning their words. 

  

Maths - Add and subtract 2-digit numbers; Solve addition and subtraction 
problems using concrete and pictorial representations; Add near doubles to 
double 15; Add several small numbers spotting near doubles or pairs to 10, 
etc.  

 

Topic - We will create artwork connected to pirate flags. On Wednesday, it is our Science day which has a winter 

theme. The children will be taking part in various science investigations and be thinking and working scientifically. 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception - Why 

do squirrels hide 

their 

Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

Year Two  
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Messages & Notices 
Christmas Fayre - Saturday 1st December 11.00am-1.00pm 
The Christmas Fayre is this Saturday 1st December at 11.00am-1.00pm.  There will be stalls, games, refreshments, a 
raffle and Santa’s Grotto. Please do come along and support the Friends of St. Mary’s as much as you can.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!   
 
Nativity - Wednesday 12th December at 9.30am and 6.30pm 
We invite you all to join us at St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday 12th December to watch the children perform this 
year’s Nativity “The Hoity-Toity Angel”.  Please note the first performance will be at 9.30am instead of 10.00am as 
previously stated.  The evening performance starts at 6.30pm.  Costumes will be sent home shortly.  Please let us 
know if your child will not be able to attend the evening performance, especially if they are in Year 2.  Thank you. 
 
Christmas Tree Decorations 
Many thanks to the Friends of St. Mary’s for the Christmas tree which is up in the hall today.  We would like to invite 
the children to make decorations at home over the weekend to bring in and hang on the tree on Monday, so that it 
is truly a St. Mary’s creation. 
 
Christmas Jumper Day - Save The Children - Friday 14th December 
On Friday 14th December the children are invited to come in to school in a Christmas 
jumper in exchange for a donation to Save The Children. The children should wear 
their normal school uniform on their lower half i.e. trousers or skirts.  Please help us 
support this worthy charity.  Later on in the day they will be enjoying the Pantomime 
in school which this year is going to be ’Beauty and The Beast’.   
 
Christingle Making - Help Needed - Tuesday 18th December 9.30pm-11.30pm 
On Tuesday 18th December we will be making our Christingles in readiness for our end of term service on Thursday 
20th December.  We would love some parental help, if you have any spare time between 9.30am and 11.30am.  It 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please let the office know if you are available.   
 
Santa Sleigh 2018 - Tuesday 18th December 6.15pm 
Each year the Witney Round Table escort Santa on his sleigh around parts of Witney and the surrounding villages 
helping to raise funds for various charities.  They have a newly refurbished sleigh and on Tuesday 18th December, 
Santa will be visiting homes around the Deer Park area.  Our children with their parents are invited to go along and 
help Santa on his visits and raise some funds for St. Mary’s Infant School at the same time.  If you and your child 
would like to join in, please meet near Tesco off Edington Road at 6.15pm for a 6.30pm start ending around 8pm.  Up 
to 12 people will be making door-to-door collections. The Round Table will provide hi-viz vests, collection pots and 
sweets and will have at least two Round Table members on the roads and pavements to provide additional support.  
 
Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 19th December 
On Wednesday 19th December the children will be having a Christmas lunch provided by The School Lunch          
Company.  We will need to order this in good time.  We will therefore assume that ALL children would like a        
Christmas lunch on that day unless we are informed otherwise.  If your child would like to bring in their own packed 
lunch on that day, please let the school office know by Friday 7th December at the latest.  Thank you.  
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL 11.00am-1.00pm 

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 5TH DECEMBER LAST CHRISTMAS CRAFT CLUB  3.00pm-3.45pm 

THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER LAST MUSIC CLUB  3.00pm-4.00pm 

FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER LAST ABC CLUB  3.00pm-4.00pm 

MONDAY 10TH DECEMBER DEADLINE FOR CHRISTMAS LUNCH ORDERS 

- TO INFORM US IF YOUR CHILD DOES NOT 

WANT ONE 

ALL  

TUESDAY 11TH DECEMBER FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING   

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL *9.30am & 6.30pm 

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER SAVE THE CHILDREN - CHRISTMAS JUMPER 

DAY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH DECEMBER HOUSE WINNERS TREAT TBC  

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS LUNCH ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTIES ALL  IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN      

ST. MARY’S CHURCH - CHRISTINGLE 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER TERM ENDS  ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED ALL  

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2019 SPRING TERM STARTS ALL 8.55am 

TUESDAY 22ND JANUARY 2019 VISIT TO CROCODILES OF THE WORLD Y2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY HALF TERM ENDS ALL 2.55pm 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

* Please note the change of time.  The first performance is now at 9.30am.  Thank you. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

