“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 11 – 23rd November 2018
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Today in your child’s book bag, I have sent
home a postcard reminder about our three
school priorities. These priorities were set
following discussions with staff and
governors and help to guide our focus
throughout the year.
Priority 1:
Strengthen outcomes in writing
Our aim is to ensure that from different
starting points, the proportion of pupils
making and exceeding expectations in
writing are close to or above national
figures.
Priority 2:
Embed and develop the school's Christian
distinctiveness
We want to build on the school's mission
statement to ensure that the Christian
character of the school meets the needs of
all learners.
Priority 3:
Develop the teaching and assessment of
science
To ensure that our children develop a love
of science through an engaging and
stimulating curriculum that makes effective
use of tracking systems.

Reception
We made some hedgehogs this
week. We had to concentrate
and use our fine motor skills to
pick up ‘thin’ materials and
place them carefully on the
glue to make the spines for our
hedgehogs.

Year One
We welcomed Gemma from
the Blue Cross to teach us
important facts on how to
look after dogs. We learnt that
they look after dogs and other
furry animals. They would love
donations of blankets, toys
and food which can be taken
to their shop in Witney!
Gemma was very impressed
by all the interesting questions
and said Year 1 was the best
class she had ever visited.

As ever, if you would like to chat about any
of these priorities in more detail, please let
the office know and we can arrange for
you to meet with myself or our Chair of
Governors, Kate Pengelly.
With best wishes,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Year Two
This week we investigated
different shapes and
whether they floated or
sunk. We had lots of fun
trying to mould our
playdough into a fat or thin
sausage, a circle, a ball and a
cup. We predicted that the
ball would sink and we were
correct but our predictions
for the flat circle were
incorrect because it didn’t
float.
01993 702387
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Reception - Why
do squirrels hide
their

Year One Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year Two

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be making a class book about dogs. If your child completes any research at
home or has any information books about dogs please do bring them in to share with us.
Maths - Next week we will practise counting on from a given number (and possibly counting
back from a given number). We will start to work on the concept ‘1 more’ than a given
number and we will continue to practice writing numerals.
Topic - We will play a describing and guessing game involving woodland animals. We will also
consider which other animals hibernate during the winter and why some birds migrate.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We are focusing on ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’. We will be learning
how and why we use a question mark and begin to use this sentence type in our recount of
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’.
Maths - In maths we will be adding and subtracting units from a 2 digit number. We will be
learning about doubles and how using number bonds can support us in solving addition and
subtraction questions.
Topic - In our topic this week we will be writing about what we learnt about dogs from
Gemma, the educationalist specialist from the Blue Cross. We will continue to research
animals and their habitats and begin to plan our own animal habitat design ready to construct the following week!

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will continue to focus on contractions and begin to use them in our writing. We will be reading
information about real life pirates and write questions to ask them based on what we have read. We will then
choose our favourite pirate and take on the role of them by answering the
questions that we came up with.
Maths - We will continue to learn about centimetres and metres and make
estimates before we measure. We will then move onto adding and
subtracting 2-digit numbers; Solve addition and subtraction problems using concrete and pictorial representations;
Add near doubles to double 15; Add several small numbers spotting near doubles or pairs to 10, etc.
Topic - In maths we have been learning about compass directions so next week in geography, we will be creating
our own Treasure Island maps. We will then write about the positions of places on the map using north, south, east
and west.
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Messages & Notices
Y3 Junior Admission: September 2019
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2019 to designated Junior
Schools. Please apply on-line at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions as this is the most secure way of applying but if
you cannot access the online process, there is a paper form.
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2019 and the National offer date is 16th April 2019. The
15th January closing date is extremely important, as late applications will not be considered until May 2019 (after the
first offers have been made). Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their
preferred schools.
Helping at the Christmas Fayre - 1st December 11.00am-1.00pm
The Friends of St. Mary’s are organising the Christmas Fayre which will be on Saturday 1st December at 11.00am1.00pm. There will be stalls, games, refreshments, a raffle and Santa’s Grotto. In the office there is a sign-up sheet
for volunteers to help man a stall for an hour or so, or help set up or clear away. Many hands make light work so
please see if you can help, even for a little while. Otherwise, we look forward to seeing you at the Fayre on the 1st
December. Many thanks.
Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 19th December
On Wednesday 19th December the children will be having a Christmas lunch provided by The School Lunch
Company. We will need to order this in good time. We will therefore assume that ALL children would like a
Christmas lunch on that day unless we are informed otherwise. If your child would like to bring in their own packed
lunch on that day, please let the school office know by Friday 7th December at the latest. Thank you.

Healthy Lunchboxes
Healthy lunches and snacks are important for active children as this helps them to concentrate and learn. It is
important to include fresh fruit, crunchy vegetables and a combination of protein, dairy and carbohydrate foods.
If your child is having a packed lunch please try to ensure that it includes some of the following lunch box Ideas:



Fresh fruit



Crunchy vegetables



A meat or protein food such as slices of lean meat, hardboiled egg



Dairy food such as a cheese stick or slice, grated cheese, milk or yoghurt



Starchy food such as bread, a roll, pitta or flat bread, fruit bread or crackers.

Collective Worship and Coffee Morning - Wednesday 28th November 9.00am
Please come and join us next Wednesday 28th November for our collective worship followed by our Coffee Morning
from 9.00am until 10.00am. Siblings are welcome so please come along, join in and enjoy a chat over a tea/coffee
and biscuit.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER

DOLPHIN GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP
IN SESSION FOR PARENTS

RECEPTION-DOLPHIN
GROUP

2.00pm

TUESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER

LAST NETBALL CLUB

TUESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP AND COFFEE
MORNING

WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

MEERKAT GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP RECEPTION-MEERKAT
IN SESSION FOR PARENTS
GROUP

WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

LAST DANCE CLUB

THURSDAY 29TH NOVEMBER

PANDA GROUP CELEBRATION AND DROP IN RECEPTION-PANDA
SESSION FOR PARENTS
GROUP

2.00pm

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL

11.00am-1.00pm

MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER

NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER

LAST MUSIC CLUB

FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER

LAST ABC CLUB

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL

10.00am and 6.30pm

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

SAVE THE CHILDREN - CHRISTMAS JUMPER
DAY

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN
ST. MARY’S CHURCH - CHRISTINGLE

ALL WELCOME

9.30am

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER

TERM ENDS

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

ALL

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2019

SPRING TERM STARTS

ALL

7.00pm
ALL WELCOME

9.00am
2.00pm

8.55am

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

